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I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

Lieutenant Governor Evelyn Sanguinetti called the meeting to order at 
12:33PM.  

She then asked Lavinia Jurkiewicz to take the roll.  

Member Agencies  
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, Amy Walkenbach 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Jim Herkert 
Illinois Department of Transportation, Tom Brooks 
Illinois Soil and Water Conservation District, Stephen Fulling  

 

 



Citizen Members 

 Illinois River Coordinating Council  
Doug Blodgett, Lou Sandoval, Michael Sutfin, Darren Melvin, Allen 
LaPointe 
 
Mississippi River Coordinating Council  
Jennifer Walling, Wendell Shauman (Lauren Lurkins), Kim Ekena 
 
Ohio and Wabash River Coordinating Council 
Phil Gonet, Jason McNeil, Tyrone Coleman 

 

Quorum was met in all three Councils.  



I. Introductions and Opening Remarks 

Lt. Gov Sanguinetti welcomed members to the first quarterly meeting.   She 
thanked the members for their work in promoting the economic and 
environmental benefits of Illinois’ rivers.   

II. Approval of meeting minutes from October 27, 2015– Lt. Governor 
Evelyn Sanguinetti 

Lt. Governor Sanguinetti then opened the floor for corrections to the minutes 
from the October 27th, 2015 meeting.  There were no corrections brought forth.  
Lt. Governor Sanguinetti asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Gonet made 
the motion and Sandoval seconded.  

III. New Business  

A. Action Item: Ethics and OMA Officer – Ennedy Rivera 

General Counsel Ennedy Rivera discussed Ethics and OMA requirements for the 
Councils.  

Lt. Governor Sanguinetti asked for a motion to affirm Rivera as the Ethics and 
OMA Officer for all three councils. Coleman made the motion and Fulling 
seconded.  

B. Action Item: Public Comment Time of 3 Minutes per Person 

Rivera discussed the proposed public comment policy for these councils, which 
would affirm the public comment time allotment per individual as three minutes.   

Lt. Governor Sanguinetti asked for a motion to approve a 3 minute time limit for 
public comment. Blodgett made the motion and Herkert seconded.  

C. IMP Working Group Discussions 

Lt. Governor Sanguinetti asked Brian Costin to provide an update on the 
development of the IMP working groups.   Costin announced the working group 
membership. 

Working Group #1: Soil & Water Movement, Sediment and Agricultural Practices 

1. Wendell Shauman, IFB 
2. Marcia Willhite, Illinois EPA 

Working Group #2: Conservation, Invasive Species & Local Action  

1. Doug Blodgett, The Nature Conservancy 



2. Ted Kratschmer, National Great Rivers Research and Education Center 

Working Group #3: Infrastructure & Transportation  

1. Tom Brooks: Illinois Department of Transportation 
2. Jason Marquis: Marquis Energy 
3. Allen LaPointe: Shedd Aquarium 
4. Phil Gonet: Illinois Coal 
5. Darren Melvin: Hanson Material Service 
6. Jeffrey Keirn: Illinois Department of Transportation 
7. Lou Sandoval: Chicago Yacht Club 

Working Group #4: Tourism, Recreation & Local Economic Development  

1. Brett Stawar: Greater Alton Area Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Working Group #5: Flooding & Disaster Planning  

1. Michael Sutfin, Illinois Valley Flood Resiliency Alliance 

He noted to members that there is still time to sign up for working groups, and 
that the next step is determining chair and co-chairs.  

D: New Business: Illinois River P3 Infrastructure Project 

Hank DeHann and Michael Tarpey updated the group with a presentation on the 
Illinois River P3 Infrastructure project. 

 Civil Works Infrastructure Challenges 
 National Research Council Findings 
 IWW P3/P4 Project  
 Lock Revitalization via P3/P4 
 Public-Private Partnership IWW P3 Project Structure  
 Key Constraints and Solutions  

E. EPA Water Quality Guidelines/Gulf of Mexico 

Lauren Lurkins from the Illinois Farm Bureau presented on implementation of 
the Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy and meeting EPA Water Quality Guidelines 
in the future.  

 Illinois Council on Best Management Practices 
 Online Resources 
 Illinois Nutrient Research & Education Council 
 2016 Collaborative NLRS Implementation Efforts 



 Conservation Story Map 
 2016 Individual NLRS Implementation Efforts 
 Measurable Indicators of Desirable Change  

 

V. Member Updates and Reports  

Gonet (IL Coal Association) expressed concern regarding the issues currently facing the 
coal industry in Illinois and throughout the country.  

Blodgett (The Nature Conservancy)updated the group regarding Experience Emiquon 
and the public benefit to healthy habitat area.  

Herkert (Dept. of Natural Resources) provided an update on DNR, their focus on Asian 
Carp, and the ACRCC updating their management plan.  

Amy Walkenbach (Environmental Protection Agency) from the IL EPA reminded 
members about the Policy Working Group’s Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy meeting 
occurring on March 8th in Springfield.  

Fulling (Soil and Water Conservation District) elaborated about how the Soil and Water 
Conservation District is approaching and tackling the Nutrient Loss reduction Strategy 
goals.  

LaPointe (Shedd Aquarium) spoke about the Great Lakes Commission meeting he 
attended in relation to nutrient reduction and Asian Carp, and also mentioned the Great 
River Chicago’s examination of the Chicago rivers. Additionally, the Shedd is opening a 
microbiome lab this week.  

Keirn (Dept. of Transportation) updated the group about a Wabash River study 
involving river training.  

Lou Sandoval (Chicago Yacht Club) spoke to the importance of the recreational marine 
and boating industry on the state’s GDP.  

VI. Public Comments 

Steve Sigmund commented on the importance of being proactive now and investing in 
our rivers to avoid far more substantial costs in the future, and to appreciate that Illinois 
rivers affect not only our state, but global markets.  

VII. Adjournment & Closing Remarks 

Lt. Governor Sanguinetti thanked members for their participation and asked for a 
motion to adjourn at 2:03PM.  Fulling made the motion and Herkert seconded.  


