Commiission on the Elimination of Poverty
Living with Dignity Working Committee
February 18, 2010 - 1:00 p.m.

Meeting Minutes

Participants:

Amy Rynell — Social IMPACT Research Center of Heartland Alliance

Amy Terpstra — Social IMPACT Research Center of Heartland Alliance

Andy Kulczycki — Community Service Center of Northern Champaign County
Cheri Neal Detzig — Zion Township

Cheryl Boyd — The H-Group

Frank McNeil — lllinois Department of Children and Family Services

Dan Lesser-Shriver Center on Poverty Law

Kathy Ryg-Voices for lllinois Children

Dan Schwick-Lutheran Social Services of lllinois

Doug Schenkelberg — Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights
Kim Drew — Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights
Samreen Kahn-Governor’s office

I.  Introductions — Doug

2. Updates: Upcoming hearings spread the word-please attend-encourage folks
to testify
a. Danville hearing on February 22~
b. Chicago hearing on March 8«
c. Carbondale? hearing on April 8:-Poverty Commission hearing earlier in
the day.

3.  Steering Committee Meeting Update
a. Urban Institute: poverty reduction modeling
b. Call out for resources to cover cost ($40K to develop model and about
$30K to cover the cost of running our proposed recommendations through
that model)

4.  Conversation about Recommendations (Focus: Children)
a. Kids Count report available on VOICES website is a good resource
b. Programs for kids are at risk of 50% cuts because they are funded
through discretionary funds...
c. Protect, restore and enhance early childhood care and preschool for all
has shown really positive outcomes.



d. Protect, restore and enhance access to healthcare through AllKids
(Children’s Mental Health Partnership has developed a good set of
recommendations- it is about resourcing these recs to implement)
TANF-women and children are not finding employment or consistent
employment (child care & other barriers) when they go off TANF and rules
bar former recipients from returning for help. The program is not being
responsive to those in need

Questions/For review:

-How many people are falling through the cracks?

-“Improving the Safety Net for Single Mothers” by Rebecca Blank

-In Kids Count Data book: TANF is no longer effective in lifting kids out of
poverty-also at risk...

e. Subsidized child care (eligibility cliff)

f. Poverty measure-guidelines do not reflect the true cost of living & the
measure is antiquated. Urban Institute modeling will help us take this in to
account when determining our impact

g. Current legislation: raise TANF grant levels 15%: annual increases until
we get to 50% of the FPL. (any increase in state level spending thru end of
Sept. will receive 80% federal match through ARRA)

h. EITC (need earned income to qualify-may not be relevant for this
committee)

i. SNAP-ensuring that those who are eligible enroll.

i Young adults who have been in care are aging out of the system
and do not have education or skills to be self-sufficient-some have children.
-Doesn’t this bear the question: is our child welfare system effective-isn’t it
failing our youth if those aging out of care are not viable?

-Youth to Adult Partnership Initiative-extend access to benefits for youth
aging out of system to age 24? (New law allows emancipated youth to return
to the system for support until age 21 if need be).

-Barriers: housing, inability to budget

-Offer case management-comprehensive services for this population to
support them through this transition.

-Training curriculum-workforce development for those who will likely not
pursue higher edu.

Next Working Committee Call on March 8- at |pm.

**Please get your recommendations in writing-add them to Google docs and please
review existing recommendations.

**We will soon be moving on to prioritizing the recommendations that we have
compiled thus far



