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This past April 29, high school students, liquor retailers, parents,

and adult beverage patrons in the Village of Dolton received
an up-close and personal look at how preventing underage drinking is

EVERYONE’S responsibility as part of a new campaign entitled
YOUR ACTIONS MATTER!

Thanks to a unique blend of state, local, and liquor industry
partners, the day-long educational effort in this Chicago Southland community was just one of many
alcohol awareness activities occurring throughout the state last spring. The Dolton YOUR

ACTIONS MATTER! program was coordinated through the Illinois Liquor Control Commission's
(ILCC) Don’t Be Sorry program, and held in partnership with the Southland Prevention Coalition and
Thornton Township School District 205.  

Why do YOUR ACTIONS MATTER?

Manager Donna Lopez of Food 4 Less, a Dolton grocery store, believes educating her customers is
simply the right thing to do. “I live and work in this community, and want to see it succeed,” says Ms.
Lopez. “But I also firmly believe it is a smart business decision, as today’s youth are tomorrow’s

customers. Seeing the teens place the YOUR

ACTIONS MATTER! materials in my store gives
me confidence that our youth will grow up to be
responsible and valued members of our community.”

Among the YOUR ACTIONS MATTER!

materials placed in liquor establishments throughout
the state were necktags on bottles of alcohol and decals
on glass doors. Other materials featuring the YOUR

ACTIONS MATTER! message were also distributed
statewide, including buttons, age signs, and posters
(to order FREE educational materials for your establish-
ment, please visit www.YourActionsMatter.org.)

Reminding patrons to think, decide and prevent
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Thornridge High School students surround Manager Donna Lopez of the Food 4 Less Store
during the Chicago Southland YOUR ACTIONS MATTER! kickoff event in Dolton on April 29.



Recent legislation you should be aware of

This article discusses some of the recent 
laws that affect Illinois Liquor Control

Commission (ILCC) licensees.

Mandatory divestiture

On June 13, 2013 Illinois Governor Pat Quinn signed
into law House Bill 2606 (Public Act 098-0021).
Sponsored by State Representative Frank Mautino
and State Senator Antonio Munoz, this new law
prohibits a manufacturer of beer from ownership or
control, either directly or indirectly, of an Illinois-
licensed distributor or importing distributor.

Likewise, Illinois distributors and importing distributors
are prohibited from owning or controlling a beer
manufacturer (except for interests of five percent
or less in a publicly traded manufacturer of beer). 

By its passage, the Illinois General Assembly found
it was necessary to preserve the integrity of the
three-tier system adopted in accordance with the
longstanding construction of the Liquor Control Act
of 1934. One of the primary goals of this system is to
prevent manufacturers, distributors, and importing
distributors from tying themselves to retailers
resulting in the exclusion of competing products. 

Put simply, HB 2606 reinforces the three-tier
system mandating the independence of each of the
tiers (manufacturing, distributing, retailing). 

This new law is intended to make plain the
intention of the legislature, that in order to
maintain status as licensed manufacturers or
distributors, these entities must divest prohibited
ownership interests across the established tiers
(except where exempt) by January 1, 2015. 

Manufacturers and distributors are also required to
complete and return a “Statement of Ownership
Interests” to the Liquor Commission by August 12,
2013 indicating whether such prohibited cross-
ownership exists. Non-resident dealers, brewers,

brew pubs and distributors should have already
received a notice from the ILCC. If your business
holds one of these licenses and has not received a
notice, please visit the “Latest News” section of our
home page www.state.il.us/LCC to download the
notice and return per instructions.

Homebrew Act

House Bill 630 was recently passed by the Illinois
General Assembly and sent to Governor Pat Quinn
for signature. Sponsored by State Representative
Keith Farnham and State Senator Linda Holmes,
the Homebrew Act states that a person who brews
beer at home does not need to obtain a manufactur-
ing license and may provide public sampling of the
beer by obtaining a “Homebrewer Special Event Permit.” 

Local liquor commission approval and liquor liability
insurance coverage is required before a homebrewer
can receive State permit approval. Please visit the
ILCC home page www.state.il.us/LCC to
download this new application.

Craft brewer increase

House Bill 1573 was recently passed by the 
Illinois General Assembly and sent to Governor
Pat Quinn for signature. Sponsored by State
Representative Charles Jefferson and State Senator
Antonio Munoz, HB 1573 doubles the volume that
craft brewers may manufacture – from 465,000
gallons to 930,000 gallons of beer per year. 

The amount craft brewers can self distribute
remains unchanged at 232,500 gallons per year. 
To download the new Craft Brewer’s License
application, please visit www.state.il.us/LCC.
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Have you recently hear 
a spot on the local

radio, seen a billboard along
the highway, or noticed an
advertisement on area buses
featuring parents talking
about underage drinking? If so,
then you may have experienced
a brand new Illinois Liquor
Control Commission (ILCC)
prevention initiative in action!

This summer, the ILCC’s
Parental Responsibility

campaign is running public service announcements via a variety
of mediums asking parents to start the conversation with their
kids about not drinking alcohol. The media blitz offers
suggestions for parents on how to talk to their pre-teens before
their high school years. Focusing on this younger age group can
pay big prevention dividends later. For example, one campaign

message notes that children who start drinking before the age of
15 are five times more likely to become alcohol dependent later
in life than those who waited until the legal drinking age of 21
(Source: Center for Disease Control and Prevention).

It is imperative that parents talk to their kids “early and often”
to avoid the dangers of underage drinking. Do you really want to
wait until a tragedy happens before starting the conversation
with your kids? The latest Illinois Youth Survey revealed that
three in four students choose not to drink because they do not
want to disappoint their parents. 

Parents, you are the biggest influence in your children’s lives.
Don’t disappoint your kids, keep them safe this summer, and
remember to always talk to them about not drinking!

For more information about the ILCC’s Parental Responsibility

campaign, please contact Laura Murphy at 312-814-3183. Funding for

this program was obtained through a federal grant from SAMSHA, and

is administered by the Illinois Department of Human Services.

An Illinois Liquor Control Commission (ILCC) special agent
will likely be visiting your establishment soon. Licensees

should take advantage of this opportunity to ask any questions
they may have on how to legally run their business. In the
meantime, below are some money- and time-saving tips.

“Say hello to my little friend…”

If Al Pacino’s Scarface owned a bar in Illinois, he hopefully would
not need to use the above introductory line for everyone’s favorite
non-paying patron – the fruit fly! These pests proliferate in the late
summer, early fall. Retailers who take steps NOW will save $$$
during their next inspection. One of the simplest remedies is to
purchase pour spout covers. These inexpensive covers fit snugly over
bottle openings and can be purchased through any bar supply store.

When used properly, pour spout covers significantly reduce the
number of contaminated liquor bottles – always one of the most
commonly issued fines by the ILCC.

Do you have invoices for all purchased items?

As all experienced licensees know, you must provide 90 days of
invoices for all liquor purchases. But did you know dates of
purchase must also be provided for other items as well?

For example, you must provide an invoice for that old, rusted
brand-name liquor bucket being used for tips next to the register.
If you cannot produce an invoice for a purchased item, get rid of it.
ILCC special agents suggest you use an accordion folder and name
it “Promo.” Mark the individual sleeves with the following names:
Coasters, buckets, glassware, giveaways, etc. When buying a product,
place the original invoice in your “90-Day Invoices” folder and a
copy in the Promo folder. So now, if an agent asks for the invoice of
that old promotional item, you will have it handy.

Another problem ILCC liquor agents run across frequently is
questionable liquor stock. When a new liquor licensee reopens a
closed establishment, it is critical for the new licensee to have an
invoice and/or contract listing all the liquor stock purchased from
the previous owner.

Starting the conversation about underage drinking

Money-saving tips from your friendly neighborhood liquor agent 

by Laura Murphy, ILCC Parental Responsibility Coordinator

ILCC Investigations Division Agent Supervisor Gary Doyle

and Special Agent Paul Hackerson contributed to this article
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A Students Against Destructive Decisions
(SADD) Student Advisory Board Members Jacque
Mattes (center left, holding YOUR ACTIONS
MATTER! sign) and Ally Pennington (center
right, holding Governor’s Proclamation) attend the
April 18 statewide kickoff ceremony. Among the
dignitaries on hand to honor Pennington and the
student advisory board for their hard work and
creativity in winning the 2013 Don’t Be Sorry
Youth Art Contest were (left to right): Lake
County State’s Attorney Michael Nerheim, Lake
County Underage Drinking Prevention Task Force
(LCUDPTF) Director Bill Gentes, Mundelein
Police Chief Eric Guenther, Lake County Sheriff
Mark Curran, SADD State Coordinator Robyn
Block, LCUDPTF Chair Bruce Johnston, Lake
County Board of Health’s Tim Sashko, and ILCC
Education Manager Ted Penesis.

B  Village of Bradley President Bruce Adams (back
row, right) poses with SADD students from Bradley-
Bourbonnais High School and their YOUR ACTIONS
MATTER! chaperones. Bradley Police Department
Sgt. Adrian Provost organized the May 6 effort that
hit 48 Kankakee area businesses, thanks to the
assistance of Detective Dennis Walter (back row,
left) and School Resource Officer Matthew Baxter
(front row, left).

C  Among the VIP’s at the April 26 YOUR
ACTIONS MATTER! event in Will County 
were Wilmington Mayor Marty Orr, Wilmington
Police Chief Rich Rizzo, Braidwood Mayor Bill
Rulien, Braidwood Police Chief Richard Girot, 
and Wilmington School Superintendent Jay Plese
in an effort coordinated by arranged by the
Wilmington Coalition for a Healthy Community's
Christina Dyer and the Braidwood Area Healthy
Community Coalition. 

PHOTO CAPTIONS: D  Placing a decal at the entrance of Schwegel
Market in Alton is one of the dozens of Marquette
Catholic High School students and parents who
peppered the St. Louis metro area with YOUR
ACTIONS MATTER! materials in June, thanks 
to Dr. Catherine Webb and her SADD group.

E  In an effort organized by Denese Thulin of the
Illinois Licensed Beverage Association (ILBA), an
East Aurora High School Operation Snowball
student posts a window decal at an Aurora
restaurant on May 19. Prior to making their YOUR
ACTIONS MATTER! rounds, the students
performed a moving reenactment of the important
role parents play in protecting their children from
the devastating effects of teen substance abuse.
Among those in attendance were Kane County
Undersheriff David Wagner, City of Aurora
Mayoral Advisor Chuck Nelson, Aurora’s Acting
City Clerk Rachel Pruneda, and ILBA Chapter 58
President Deb Holbrook.

F  Decatur students diligently at work during their
YOUR ACTIONS MATTER! visit to Walmart.
Decatur Community Partnership’s Jerry Cole and
DaJuan Johnson chaperoned Eisenhower High
School, MacArthur High School, Lutheran School
Association, and Stephen Decatur Middle School
students on their Macon County rounds.

G  With his work complete, a Jefferson High
School sophomore smiles for the camera with
YOUR ACTIONS MATTER! buttons at Rock
Liquor & Wine in Rockford. 12 RAFT (Rockford
Alcohol Free Teens) students and three adult
chaperones participated in this effort led by the
City of Rockford’s Delicia Harris.

H  Youth from St. George’s Antiochian Orthodox
Church pose for a photo after visiting Cicero
businesses in a YOUR ACTIONS MATTER! event

organized by Gordana Trbuhovich from Orthodox
Christian Coalition for Healthy Youth.

I  Three of the several dozen YOUR ACTIONS
MATTER! participants take a “buggy” break outside
Uncle Bub’s BBQ in Westmont. Over 40 establish-
ments were visited by 8th through 12th grade
Westmont School District 201 Operation Snowball
students in an effort organized by Westmont Police
Department Detective Michael Weibler.

J  Students deliver YOUR ACTIONS MATTER!
materials to Suzy Q's Convenience Store in
Rushville. This was one one of the eleven stores the
Rushville/Industry High School Interact Club (a
Rotary youth outreach organization) visited on June
1 in an effort organized by Brenda Eyler from the
Cass County Mental Health Association.

K  Woodstock North High School freshmen and
sophomores are flanked by Jewel/Osco managers
after posting YOUR ACTIONS MATTER!
materials in their store. The students also spread the
prevention message by hitting all downtown
Woodstock businesses, who hung posters in their
store windows. The McHenry County effort was
coordinated by Laurie Crain from the Community
Partnership Coalition, School District 200,
Woodstock Police Department, and McHenry
County Sheriff Office.  

L  Area law enforcement leaders such as (from left
to right) Adams County Sheriff Brent Fischer,
Quincy Police Chief Robert Copley, and Illinois
State Police Trooper Mike Kindhart were just three
of the numerous VIP’s at Quincy’s Hy-Vee Wine &
Spirits during the April 26 YOUR ACTIONS
MATTER! kickoff event organized by Pam Foster
from Recovery Resources.

The Illinois Liquor Control Commission
(ILCC) is currently working with local
groups on a back-to-school YOUR

ACTIONS MATTER! statewide
campaign. If you would like to participate
in this effort, please contact ILCC
Education Manager Ted Penesis at 
312-814-4802.

For more information about this public
awareness program, and to place your
order for FREE education materials, please
visit www.YourActionsMatter.org

Back-to-school 
YOUR ACTIONS MATTER!

campaign set to debut

A
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JULY 2012
The Gabby Goat

AUGUST 2012
Galesburg Police Department

SEPTEMBER 2012
Village of Oak Park Police Department

OCTOBER 2012
Michelle Renken

DECEMBER 2012
AEP Consulting

Carroll County Substance Education

JANUARY 2013
Bed, Bath and Beyond

Christian County Prevention Coalition

FEBRUARY 2013
The Allerton Hotel

APRIL 2013
Heartland Community College

MAY 2013
Leaders Beverage Consulting
Kincaid Police Department

JUNE 2013
American Safety Council

Wilmington Healthy Community
Eataly Chicago

Marriott Hotel Peoria

“It is gratifying to see our liquor retailers
taking the next step in educating their
patrons about underage drinking
prevention,” states ILCC Executive
Director Gloria L. Materre. “We realize an
overwhelming majority of those who work
in the hospitality industry do not allow
minors to purchase alcohol during their
watch, but we also want to ensure all
members of the community are doing their
job as well.”

An ounce of prevention

In all areas of our country, underage drinking
often takes a backseat to issues which, at
first, may appear more pressing. Fortunately,
there are visionary leaders in communities
like Dolton, who understand the importance

of tackling underage
drinking head on. 

“Alcohol
consumption is
ubiquitous in our
society, regardless of
where you live,” says
New Community
Church Pastor Ceasar
LeFlore, who also
serves as chairman of
the Southland
Prevention Coalition.
“But too often, I see
families who silently
struggle with the
emotional, economic,
and physical burdens
inflicted by the disease of alcoholism.”

Further, studies show that teens who drink
are more likely to experiment with harder
drugs, such as heroin. “The use of alcohol
and other drugs is inexorably linked, and it
does not discriminate based on wealth,
creed, or color,” says ILCC Education
Manager Ted Penesis.

“While alcohol is responsible for more
deaths and injuries than all other drugs,
heroin can kill instantly,” adds Penesis. “For
example, in Chicagoland’s relatively affluent
collar counties alone, nearly 100 heroin
overdose deaths were reported in just the
last year. These daunting statistics illustrate
the critical need of why we need to reach
youth before the experimentation phase.”

Unfortunately, adults are too often the 
ones who provide youth with that first taste
of alcohol. 

“According to the Illinois Youth Survey,
more than 36 percent of youth in Illinois
have consumed alcohol within the past
month,” says Tula Goodwin from Family
Guidance Centers, a non-profit behavioral

healthcare organization which treats and
prevents substance abuse along with an array
of other related problems.

“Most of this liquor is provided by adults,
sometimes even by parents,” she notes. “While
only a tiny fraction of parents condone this
behavior, it is of great concern to the vast
majority of parents who believe giving
alcohol to minors is unacceptable. So we also
focus our education efforts on parents as well.”

Stakeholders in Dolton sent a powerful
message to their youth by coming together
and modeling responsible behavior during
the April 29 event. “I live by the philosophy
that the whole is greater than the sum of its
parts,” says Dolton Mayor Riley H. Rogers, 
a participant in the day’s activities. “By
working collaboratively with our community
and statewide stakeholders, we can be more
effective in addressing our core issues.”

“If everyone focused on underage drinking
prevention like we did in our community, I
truly believe we can not only save our state
billions of future tax dollars, we can
ultimately save lives.”

“Dolton” continued from page 1

New BASSET providers

Joining Thornridge High School students at the April 29 YOUR ACTIONS
MATTER! event in Dolton are (in front, left to right): Superintendent John
Thomas of Thornton Township School District 205, Pastor Caesar LeFlore of
New Community Church, ILCC Education Manager Ted Penesis, and
Thornridge High School Assistant Principal Steven Vallant.



Updated local liquor ordinances can
be found online in the “Latest News”
section on the Illinois Liquor Control
Commission’s (ILCC) home page
www.state.il.us/LCC.

Over 1000 of the approximately 1200
local jurisdictions in Illinois have
responded to the ILCC’s request for
liquor-related information. If you have
any questions regarding the compiled
local liquor regulations, please send an
email to ILCC@illinois.gov. 

View local liquor
ordinances online!

BASSET’s top dog in Dolton

Of course, just like those in the rest of the
community, educating liquor retailers in
Dolton and its surrounding area was also
part of the day’s agenda. Leading the
BASSET (Beverage Alcohol Seller/Server
Training & Education) class was Kimberly
Haynes from the Family Guidance Centers.

“One of my roles as a BASSET instructor is
to engage our local liquor license holders as
partners in reducing the number of young
people that take their first drink before the
age of 21,” says Haynes, who was
instrumental in Dolton joining the growing
list of over 200 local jurisdictions in Illinois

requiring responsible beverage service
training for their hospitality workers.  

The class is upbeat, and full of colorful
stories from the field. “BASSET provides
an opportunity to work hand in hand with
our retailers” she relates. “It’s a great
feeling when the BASSET participants let
me know they enjoyed the session, and
learned something new.”

To learn more about Dolton’s BASSET program

and to register for an upcoming class, please

call 708-333-8960 ext 207. To learn more

about Illinois’ responsible beverage service

program, visit www.state.il.us/LCC/basset.
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In the chart above, the white bars indicate Illinois’ yearly compliance rate for the statewide Synar underage tobacco checks. The solid bars
indicate the compliance rate of the Tobacco Enforcement Program (TEP) grant recipients. The Illinois Liquor Control Commission's "Kids Can't

Buy 'Em Here" program issued 245 TEP grants to local jurisdictions last year, representing over two-thirds of the state's population.

Synar and Tobacco Enforcement Program (TEP) results



On November 28, 2013, Public Act 097-1157 will take
effect in the State of Illinois. This law will allow the

Illinois Secretary of State’s Office to issue a temporary visitor’s
driver’s license (TVDL) to those who have resided in Illinois
for over a year, are ineligible to obtain a social security
number, and are unable to present documentation authorizing
their presence in this country.

What does this mean for Illinois liquor licensees?

The Secretary of State’s Office is still developing final rules regarding the rollout of the new TVDL
licenses. Once these rules are finalized, the Illinois Liquor Control Commission (ILCC) will publish
recommendations regarding the acceptance of TVDL’s as proof of age for liquor and tobacco purchases.
So, check the Fall 2013 issue of ILCC News and our website www.state.il.us/LCC for more details.

Meanwhile, if you have not already done so, all licensees should begin to formulate store policies on
what types of identification to accept and under what circumstances. For example, do you have a
policy on what types of photo identification you require when someone has a traffic ticket?

With this new driver’s license coming soon, now would be a good time to brush up on proper ID
checking procedures by having your staff attend a Beverage Alcohol Seller/Server Education &
Training (BASSET) class. To find a class near you, please visit www.state.il.us/LCC/basset and click
on “Training Class Directory.”

Order your FREE
materials today!

The following FREE materials
are available on our home 
page www.state.il.us/LCC (see
“Click for Industry Education
Materials” link at lower-right
of the screen):

• Illinois Liquor Control 
Act and ILCC/BASSET
Rules & Regulations.

• “Happy Hours Prohibited”
and “Just the Facts” fliers.

• Alcohol “Proof of Age” 
and Government Warning
“Pregnancy” signs.

• Past issues of the ILCC
News newsletter.

• And more!

Illinois Liquor
Control Commission

100 West Randolph Street
Suite 7-801

Chicago, IL 60601
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Driver’s licenses for undocumented immigrants

Inside: A sampling of YOUR ACTIONS MATTER! events
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