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ILLINOIS COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

 
Education and Employment Committee Meeting  

Thursday, January 10, 2013 
 

MINUTES 
 

Committee Present    Committee Absent 
Randy Staton, Chairperson   Sue Suter 
Brian Dixon      Joy Baker Battagliotti/  
Diana Braun                                                            rep. Beth Hanselman 
Cathy Christensen     Mark Karner 
Bonnie Dohogne                     Lynn Gallagher 
Jose Ovalle          
Jeff Stauter                                                    
 
Staff 
Margie Harkness 
Valencia Elzy 
                
APPROVE September 12, 2012 MEETING MINUTES 
 
Motion made by: Bonnie Dohogne   Second:  Cathy Christensen  
Motion Carried 
 
STATE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Chicago Chamber – Disabilityworks- Trained teachers and transition staff at 3 high 
schools and 3 community partners.  12 individuals are employed already, so they have 
easily achieved their target of 10 individuals employed.  Schools have been eager for the 
1-Portal information, but will still need to work out details on how to free teachers to do 
job development and how exactly they will participate in the network. 
 
Total Link2 Community & NSSED –Met in October with DRS staff from the 
Waukegan Office to work on contracting and plans for collaborating and better serving 
area youth and adults.  Also met with the Cook County DRS manager and the Arlington 
Heights DRS Office as the school district straddles two counties.  Agreements with that 
office will require more discussion.  Discovery has begun for several youth. 
 
Employment First Activity – Margie attended a national Employment First Community 
of Practice conference at the end of November.  In December, a meeting was held with 
Div. of Dev. Disabilities Dir. Casey, Div. of Rehab. Services newly appointed Dir. 
Hanson, and other key people to seek buy-in to proceed with the Employment and 
Economic Opportunity Taskforce’s goal of pursuing adoption of an Employment First 
policy in Illinois.  There was willingness, and another meeting is scheduled for January to 
continue discussion on two points.  A strategy of having the Governor’s Office issue an 
Executive Order was tentatively suggested and will be brought to Ryan Croake (Gov. 
Office Rep. on the Taskforce).  Additionally, the state agencies want to draft what they 
want to see in their employment policies, so that preliminary definitions and steps could 
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be presented to a wider stakeholder group.  The National Assn. for Persons in Supported 
Employment (APSE) has agreed to fund a facilitator coming to Illinois for a discussion 
on defining an employment first goal and steps.  That will be scheduled sometime after 
the upcoming January meeting. 
 
STATE PLAN COMMITTEE WORK 
 
Goal 2, PT5  Three postsecondary educational programs support people with 
developmental disabilities in academic programs of their choice.  
 
Proposals in response to our committee’s Postsecondary Education CFI are due on 
January 24th.  Reminder to team members to keep the 5 dates open for review calls and 
meetings.  Hope to bring a funding recommendation to the March Council meeting.  
 
OTHER  
 
Charter Schools – Sheila and Margie have continued to monitor and research charter 
schools in Illinois and their education of students with disabilities.  They met with 
ICDD’s DePaul University School of Law project, the Special Education Advocacy 
Clinic.  The Director and one of the law student interns discussed their work and 
experience with charter schools.  The student is very interested in conducting research 
this next semester as an independent project.  A meeting of ICDD, DePaul, and the 
Chicago Community Trust (CCT) is being scheduled to hopefully move forward on 
preparation of a white paper by the DePaul student in partnership with ICDD and CCT. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
Motion:    Move to adjourn at 1:45 p.m. 
 
Motion made by:  Bonnie Dohogne                          Second:  Diana Braun 
Motion Carried 
 

Next meeting   March 14, 2013  


