
 

 

Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, January 9, 2013 

3:00 pm 
 
 
Members Present   Staff Present    Guests  
Bill Bogdan, Chairperson  Sheila Romano, Director  Amber Bottoms 
Merlin Lehman (via phone)  Sandy Ryan     Zanetia McClendon 
Barbara Pritchard (via phone)  Jennifer Harrison 
Vincent Smith    Janinna Hendricks 
Randy Staton    Vanessa Morris    
Julie Stover           
Dan Winters          
   

AGENDA ITEM:  Call to Order 
 
The Executive Committee Meeting for the Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities was 
held on January 9, 2013.  Bill Bogdan, Chairperson presiding and Sheila Romano, Director 
present.  Chairperson Bogdan called the meeting to order at 3:05 pm. 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  1st Consent Agenda 
 
Motion:  Approve minutes from October 31, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting. 
 
Made By:  Randy Staton  Second:  Vincent Smith 
 
Vote:  Motion carried unanimously 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  Chairperson’s Report 
 
Chairperson Bogdan reported on the 2013 Committee Assignment (Enclosure #2). The 
Chairperson thanked Vincent Smith for agreeing to chair the Community Inclusion and Housing 
Committee, Randy Staton for Education and Employment Committee and Barbara Pritchard for 
the Self Determination and Health Committee.  He also updated the Executive Committee that 
Mario Johnson has decided not to serve as a Committee member only.  There has been no 
movement from the Governor’s Office on appointments or expired terms. 
 
The 2013 Council Retreat will be held in Bloomington, IL but the location has not been 
confirmed.   Staff is in the process of developing the Retreat agenda.   
 
Chairperson Bogdan reported that staff member Pam Gorbett is in the hospital.   

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  Director’s Report 
 
Director Romano reported that we have a temporary receptionist while Pam Gorbett is out.  Lia 
Ghelaidos has joined the staff as the Accountant. 
 
The Department of Rehabilitation Services has a new Director, Dave Hanson. 
 
The Director reported that all residents have moved from the Jacksonville Developmental Center 
(JDC).  Planning continues for the closure of Murray Developmental Center. The projected 
closure date is October 31, 2013. 
 
Work continues on the Council funded project related to outreach which is being done in 
conjunction with a workgroup of the Rebalancing Steering Committee.  Barb Pritchard and 
Cheryl Jansen are members on this workgroup. 
 
A JDC lessons learned meeting was held and two consistent themes emerged. The two themes 
were that the timeframe for JDC closure was too aggressive and Independent Service 
Coordinators were a great benefit to the closure process.   
 
Director Romano discussed an idea for the potential the development of a Parent/Guardian 
Manual for the Active Community Care Transition (ACCT) plan process to assist parents and 
guardians as they go through the ACCT process. 
 
In November 2012 Margie Harkness attended the Employment First conference held in 
California and will report at the Council meeting. 
 
The National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD) held an 
Executive Director’s Retreat in November 2012.  Two highlights included that Donna Meltzer is 
the new Executive Director of NACDD.  The Administration on Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities (AIDD) is revising reporting processes. As a result the Annual Program Performance 
Review is due March 2013 rather than January 1, 2013. 
 
The Funds Available chart was reviewed.   
 
Discussion followed regarding a potential funding initiative related to training and technical 
assistance related to Ligas Class members as well as a potential project related to qualitative and 
data evaluation of results.  To proceed, the Executive Committee will be the development and 
review team for the Ligas CFI.  Funding approval would be at the March 2013 Council meeting. 
Discussion will continue regarding the project related to evaluation. 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  Old Business 
 
There was no old business. 
 

 



 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  New Business 
 
Chairperson Bogdan reported that a date has been set for the release of the video to celebrate the 
life Lester Pritchard. The video will be presented in Galesburg on April 19, 2013.  
 

AGENDA ITEM:  Adjourn 
 
Motion:  Move to adjourn at 4:10 pm 
 
Made by:  Randy Staton  Second:  Julie Stover 
 
Vote:  Motion carried unanimously 
 


