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An 88-page, full color catalog will accompany the 
exhibition. The catalog features over 70 rarely seen 
images and artifacts, and includes full versions of 
Lincoln’s most famous speeches: A House Divided, 
the First Inaugural Address, the Gettysburg 
Address, the Second Inaugural Address, and the 
Speech on Reconstruction. Available for $9.99 in 
the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum Store 
and the Chicago History Museum Gift Shop.
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Lincoln continued by saying, “no State, upon its own mere motion, can lawfully get 

out of the Union,” and that such acts are “insurrectionary or revolutionary.”  Conversely, 

Southern secessionists believed that states held greater authority than the Union and 

that they could leave at any time. But Lincoln refused to acknowledge secession as a 

legal act, “I therefore consider that . . . the Union is unbroken.” Lincoln continued that 

he, as president, would “take care . . . that the laws of the Union be faithfully executed 

in all the States” and that the Union “will constitutionally defend, and maintain itself.” 

But, in doing so, “there needs to be no bloodshed or violence, unless it be forced upon the 

national authority.” He vowed that beyond what was necessary to protect and preserve 

federal property, there would be “no invasion—no using of force against, or among the 

people anywhere.” At this point, Lincoln was willing to let the South return with slavery 

intact, a position in keeping with his long-held views. 

Lincoln admitted that there were “persons in one section, or another who seek 

to destroy the Union at all events” but he wanted to address those “who really love the 

Union” to “ascertain” why they seceded. Lincoln identified the reasons as agitation over 

the fugitive slave law and extension of slavery, and he pointed out that the Constitution 

Lincoln’s White House

Abraham Lincoln assumed the presidency with little 

experience at the national level, but he appointed an 

experienced team of leaders to his original cabinet. They 

included Lincoln’s chief rivals for the Republican nomination: 

Senator William H. Seward of New York as secretary of state, 

Senator Salmon P. Chase of Ohio as secretary of the treasury, 

and Edward Bates of Missouri as attorney general. Additional 

appointments included Simon Cameron as secretary of war, 

later replaced with Edwin M. Stanton, Gideon Welles as 

secretary of the navy, and Montgomery Blair as postmaster 

general. Hannibal Hamlin, former senator from Maine, 

served as vice president while two personal secretaries, John 

Nicolay and John Hay, provided loyal support.

Throughout the war, Lincoln lived at the White  House (then 

called the Executive Mansion) with his wife, Mary, and two 

of their three sons, William (Willie) and Thomas (Tad). Their 

eldest son, Robert, was away most of the time, studying 

at Harvard University. Early in the administration, scandal 

erupted over Mary’s lavish spending on redecorating and 

entertaining during wartime. Her Kentucky background 

and numerous family ties to members of the Confederate 

army led to widespread suspicion that she was a Southern 

sympathizer or, worse, a spy. Willie’s tragic death in 1862 

sent both parents into deep mourning from which Mary 

never fully recovered. The family’s personal staff included 

two African Americans: William H. Johnson, a free black 

and Lincoln’s personal valet from Springfield, and 

Elizabeth H. Keckly, a former slave who served as Mary’s 

seamstress and confidante. 

En route to his inauguration, Lincoln purchased 

this carriage in New York City for his family’s use in 

Washington, D.C. The vehicle’s simple yet elegant 

appearance is suited to the president of a people’s 

republic rather than a member of European royalty. CHM

(left) The Lincolns’ eldest son, Robert, attended Harvard and didn’t spend much time with his family at the 

White House. Mathew Brady took Robert’s portrait in 1861, shortly after his father assumed office. ALPLM

(center) The death of young Willie Lincoln sent both parents into deep mourning, but while Mary wept openly, 

Lincoln grieved alone. This 1862 watercolor portrait by an unknown artist is based on a Mathew Brady 

photograph. ALPLM

(right) Mary Todd Lincoln, photographed by Mathew Brady in 1861, supported her husband’s political career 

but experienced both public controversy and personal tragedy as First Lady. ALPLM
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Become a Member of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 

Library Foundation and start enjoying Member Benefits  

like FREE ADMISSION today!

For more information visit alplm.org or call 217-557-6250.

The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and 
Museum combines rigorous scholarship and high-tech 
showmanship to form one of the nation’s most popular 
and emulated presidential centers. The Museum uses 
life-like figures and scenes, special effects and riveting 
presentations to bring Abraham Lincoln’s legacy to life  
as never before. The Library side of the institution 
contains more than 12 million items pertaining to all 
aspects of Illinois history, including the world’s largest 
collection of original Lincoln materials. 

2015 marks the 10th Anniversary of the Museum. Visit 
TenYearsLincoln.com for information on one of a kind 
special events, The Battle Hymn Story—a new, visually 
stunning theater presentation—and innovative digital 
initiatives that will allow you to experience the museum 
in a whole new way.

Experience Chicago’s great people, places, and stories  
at the Chicago History Museum.  Climb aboard the first  
L car, experience the wonder of the World’s Fair, and 
learn why Mrs. O’Leary’s cow may have been history’s 
most famous scapegoat.  Visit chicagohistory.org to  
plan your visit today. 

Location: 1601 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614.  
312.642.4600

Abraham Lincoln ended up a leader in the 

fight to abolish slavery and grant civil rights to 

African-Americans. But he didn’t begin there. 

Before he became president, Lincoln did not 

even publicly support abolition or basic equality 

for blacks.

Undying Words: Lincoln 1858-1865 traces 

the evolution of Lincoln’s ideas on equality 

through five historic speeches from his greatest 

years. This major new exhibition reveals the 

profound change that prompted Lincoln to issue 

the Emancipation Proclamation, encourage 

public schooling for black children, fight for a 

constitutional amendment ending slavery, and 

endorse voting rights for some blacks—all  

radical steps for America at the time. 

With more than 120 original artifacts— 

including original versions of Lincoln’s most 

famous speeches, the family carriage, his death 

bed and an 8-foot-tall portrait of the Rail 

Splitter—the exhibition makes a powerful and 

thought-provoking impact. A joint effort of 

the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and 

Museum and the Chicago History Museum, it 

immerses you in Lincoln’s words and shows 

how their power can still be felt today.

212 North Sixth Street
Springfield, Illinois 62701

(800) 610-2094
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