Welcome to the 2015 Illinois State Fair!   Our Press Office staff is here to assist you in any way possible as you cover the Fair.  We urge you to take advantage of the many services explained in this media guide.
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ILLINOIS STATE FAIR PRESS OFFICE STAFF
Kristi Jones, Rebecca Clark, Elly Andel, Teagan Smith, Joanna Gross
Newsroom Facilities

The Press/Information Office is open to all members of the working media covering the 2015 Illinois State Fair. The office is located inside the Emmerson Building with the hours of 8 AM to 6 PM throughout the fair.

Members of the press should enter the fairgrounds through Gate 6 on the north end of the Fairgrounds and park in the front part of Lot 18. Press credentials can be obtained in the Emmerson Building between 9 AM and 5 PM each day of the fair.  Press passes provide admission to the fairgrounds and access to all fair events except Grandstand shows, Arena events, and events where admission is charged.

To request credentials for auto races contact Track Enterprises at (217) 764-3200 or track@trackenterprises.com.
Any questions about our facilities or procedures can be directed to Elly Andel (217-524-9825)
DAILY SCHEDULE
For a daily schedule please visit our mobile website at www.illinois.gov/statefair 
THE EMMERSON BUILDING

The Emmerson Building (next to the 4 way stop on Main Street) is home to many State Fair Offices including the Administration Office, Credentials Office, Competitive Events, Press Office, Special Events and Promotions Office, Department of Revenue and Space Rental, Central Cash, and Business Services.  
The Emmerson Building Annex houses American Red Cross First Aid Station and Horticulture/Floriculture exhibits.

STATE FAIR OFFICES
Administration


(Emmerson Bldg)…..…….217/782-6661

Competitive Events 

(Emmerson Bldg)
217/782-0786
Credentials/ Mega Pass

(Emmerson Bldg)
217/782-0775
Horse Show Offices 

(Coliseum)
217/524-9806
Press Office


(Emmerson Bldg)..............217/524-9825
Promotions/Special Events


(Emmerson Bldg)
217/782-0777

Space Rental 

(Emmerson Bldg)
217/785-1980

Ticket Office 

(Grandstand)
217/782-1979

TTY
217/524-6858

Web Address
www.illinois.gov/statefair
Fax number…………………....217/782-9115
STATE FAIR OFFICE HOURS
EMMERSON BUILDING 
HOURS………..………………8AM - 6 PM
(Administration, Competitive Events, Credentials, Press Office, Special Events, Space Rental)

Horse Show Office 
     Regular hours
…8 AM - 5 PM
On horse show day………….8 AM - 10:30 PM
Grandstand Ticket Office Hours………………………….8 AM - 9 PM
HOTEL/MOTEL INFORMATION
Springfield Convention & Visitors Bureau

109 North 7th Street, Springfield, IL 62701

Call: 217/789-2360 or 800/545-7300

TTY 800/546-0884  

Website: www.visit-springfieldillinois.com
Decatur Convention & Visitors Bureau
202 E. North Street, Decatur, IL 62523
217/423-7000 or 800/331-4479
FAX 217/423-7455
Website: www.decaturcvb.com
E-mail: tourism@decaturcvb.com
Hotels/Motels Close to Fairgrounds
Howard Johnson Inn & Suites

1701 J. David Jones Parkway (N. Walnut St.), Springfield, IL 62702

217/541-8762 or 800/446-4656

Best Western Clearlake Plaza

3440 E. Clearlake Avenue, Springfield, IL 62702

217/525-7420 or (800) WESTERN

Northfield Inn, Suites & Conference Center

3280 Northfield Drive, Springfield, IL 62702

217/523-7900

Parkview Motel

3121 Clear Lake Ave., Springfield, IL 62702

217/789-1682

Ramada Limited North

3281 Northfield Dr., Springfield, IL 62702

217/523-4000

To contact state fair officials please call:
Patrick Buchen………………..217-782-0771
Kristi Jones……………………217-785-1546
Rebecca Clark ………………. 217-785-5485
STATE FAIR HOURS
State Fairground Hours
7AM - 12 AM
Building Hours
9 AM - 9 PM
ADMISSION PRICES
General Admission 
Adults (13 - 59)…......................................$7
Children (5 -12)……..……………………...$3
Children (under 5)……………………….Free

Senior Citizens (60 and over)……………..$3
Vehicle Parking (single day)………………$7
Exhibitor Auto Sticker
$35
Carnival Mega Pass
$90
(Purchase at Emmerson Building, 1st floor Credentials)

Discount Book (10 admissions)
$45
Children’s (5-12)/Senior (60+) Discount Book……...………………………………...$20
Thursday, August 13 – 

PREVIEW DAY…...……………………FREE
Sunday, August 16 - VETERANS DAY

      VETERANS 

(WITH ID & FAMILY)……………...FREE

Monday, August 17 – 
SENIOR CITIZENS/SCOUTS DAY

SENIORS 60 AND OVER, BOY AND GIRL SCOUTS IN UNIFORM
FREE

Sunday, August 23 – 
FAMILY DAY


GENERAL ADMISSION
$3

PARKING
$7
MEDIA LOCATIONS
Radio

Capitol Radio Groups/Saga Communications 
WABZ………...Grandstand Ave. in Bud Tent 
WDBR………..Grandstand Ave. in Bud Tent 
WLFZ………..Grandstand Ave. in Bud Tent  

WQQL….........Grandstand Ave. in Bud Tent

WTAX…….…Main St. west of Ethnic Village     
WYMG…….....Grandstand Ave. in Bud Tent 
Midwest Family Broadcasting 
WNNS...Grandstand Ave. across from the Grandstand
WQLZ……...Grandstand Ave. in Coors Tent

WMAY...Grandstand Ave. across from the Grandstand 

WLCE…...…Grandstand Ave. in Coors Tent

Neuhoff Media
WFMB AM …......Corner of Main and Illinois

WFMB FM…………………Inside Miller Tent

Television

Random locations daily for these stations (plus additional media on Governor’s Day)

WICS………………………………….Main St.  

WAND……………………………Illinois Ave. 
Commodity Pavilion
Radio RFD – Illinois Farm Bureau………………...on stage at north end 
GUEST SERVICES 
ACCESSIBILITY

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any attendee requiring a reasonable accommodation should notify us of their needs. An accessible tram unit is available on the grounds. Signers/interpreters are available for information. See maps for marked accessible restrooms and buildings. 

Strollers ($10), double strollers ($15), wheelchairs ($15), scooters ($60), double scooters ($110) and heavy duty scooters ($65) will be available to rent daily 9 AM to 8 PM at the Goat Barn on Grandstand Avenue and 9 AM to 5 PM at the Illinois Building. 
AIR-CONDITIONED AREAS

Several buildings on the grounds are air-conditioned for the benefit of fairgoers. The areas include the Artisans Building; the Illinois Building; Hobbies, Arts & Crafts Building; the Livestock Center; the Orr Building; the Illinois Fire Museum; and Kids Korner in the South Wing of the Emmerson Building.

AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINE (ATM)

ATM machines that accept bank cards and credit cards are available on the grounds during the fair. Traveler’s checks and personal checks will NOT be cashed on the fairgrounds. ATM Locations: Adventure Village, Commodities Pavilion, Conservation World, Ethnic Village, Exposition Building, Food-A-Rama, The Arena, South End Grandstand, Illinois Avenue by Sky Ride, The Orr Building, The Coliseum, and the Carnival Midway.
BABY CARE FACILITIES

A private area for nursing and diaper-changing is available in the South Wing of the Emmerson Building in Kids Korner. Hours are from 10 AM to 7 PM
BUS AND TAXI SERVICE
SMTD buses operate daily throughout the Fair. For bus schedule information, call 217/522-5531, TTY 217/522-8594.There will be no special State Fair route. Taxi service will also be available outside the Main Gate.

FAMILY CENTERS

New Family Centers, sponsored by Meijer’s, are a welcome addition to the Illinois State Fairgrounds in 2015. These shaded areas, found throughout the fairgrounds, are a great place to sit down and relax with your family and friends.   Locations:

· Gate 2 by Farmer’s Little Helpers 
· In front of the Emmerson Building 

· North of the Grandstand

· East of Lot 21 
· Adjacent to The Shed
FIRST AID

The Illinois Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross operates a First Aid Station in the Emmerson Building Annex.  Hours are from 9 AM to midnight daily. 

ILLINOIS STATE POLICE

The Police Station is located south of the Grandstand on Grandstand Avenue and is open during regular fair hours.
INFORMATION BOOTHS
10:00 AM – 8:00 PM Daily
Information Booths have been conveniently placed at six locations throughout the fairgrounds: Main Street near Main Gate; Intersection of Main Street and Central Avenue; Intersection of Central Avenue and 8th Street; Grandstand Avenue at Goat Barn; Intersection of Grandstand Avenue and Illinois Avenue near Sky Ride; Gate 2..
LOST AND FOUND CHILDREN’S CENTER

The Lost and Found Children’s Center is located within the Illinois State Police Headquarters on Grandstand Avenue, south of the Grandstand. The Illinois State Police broadcast emergency announcements from their headquarters.
MISTERS

Misters, which spray water mist through high-powered fans, have been installed throughout the fairgrounds to allow fairgoers the opportunity to cool off from the late summer heat to better enjoy the fair festivities. 
POST OFFICE

The U.S. Postal Service is located in the Exposition Building and offers all regular mailing services. Fair hours are from 9 AM to 5 PM, closed from 12 to 1 PM for lunch.
SKY RIDES
The Sky Ride runs from the south end of the Grandstand to the corner of Gate #2. It offers an excellent aerial view of the fairgrounds. The Sky Ride operates from 9 AM to 11 PM daily and the ticket price is $4 for one-way and $7 for round-trip.
FAIRGROUND TRAMS 
Trams operate full tours of the fairgrounds from 8 AM to 9 PM daily. Fairgoers may board at any of the following loading areas: Central Ave./ Lincoln State; The Heartland at south end of Sky Ride; Between Building 105 & Fire Station; Southwest of Gate 6 by Bus Parking Lot; Northeast of Goat Barn; Conservation World; Orr Building; 4-H Lane & 8th St.; The Arena & 8th St.; Campgrounds; Happy Hollow by Watershed Park
8 AM – 5 PM 
Adults 14 and older ……………............... $4
Children (4-13)…………..………………... $1
Children (3 and younger)………...……FREE

5 PM – 9 PM 

Adults 13 and older………………………..$ 1
Children (4-12)……………………………..$ 1
Children (3 and younger)……………...FREE

         (Prices are Subject to Change)
THEME DAYS OF THE 2015 ILLINOIS STATE FAIR
THURSDAY, AUGUST 13 PREVIEW DAY (TWILIGHT PARADE at 6 P.M.)

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14 COUNTY FAIR & HORSE RACING DAY

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 CITY OF SPRINGFIELD/LOCAL OFFICIALS DAY
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16
VETERANS DAY

MONDAY, AUGUST 17 SENIOR CITIZENS/SCOUTS DAY
TUESDAY, AUGUST 18 
AGRICULTURE DAY
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19 GOVERNOR’S DAY
THURSDAY, AUGUST 20 
DEMOCRAT DAY
FRIDAY, AUGUST 21
FUTURES FOR KIDS DAY
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 


 PARK DISTRICT/CONSERVATION DAY
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23
FAMILY DAY
ENTERTAINMENT
ABE’S AMBLE
In an effort to provide runners with a special event designed for them, the Illinois State Fairgrounds will be the starting point of the 2015 Abe’s Amble. For this 10 kilometer race, entries will be divided into men and women categories, ranging from 14 years and under to 60 years and over. Participants will gather in front of the Grandstand on Sunday, August 23 and the race will start at 7:30 AM. For information contact Emily Bernardes at (217)891-1394 or register online at: info@srrc.net.
BEER AREAS

Beer Areas can be found in several locations throughout the fairgrounds. The Miller Lite Beer Tent is north of the Coliseum, the Budweiser True Music Tent is on the Avenue of Flags behind the Commodities Pavilion, the Corona Tent is on Grandstand Avenue across from the Grandstand, and the Shed is located across from the Lincoln Stage on Central Avenue. All four locations feature daily live entertainment from local bands. The Ethnic Village hosts two international beer booths with imported beer. The Grandstand serves Budweiser from Skeff Distributing.
CARNIVAL MIDWAY & ADVENTURE VILLAGE

The Carnival Midway 
Located on Illinois Avenue and presented by North American Midway Entertainment. It showcases thrill rides, free entertainment, and other exciting attractions.

Adventure Village
Located between Main Street and Gate 2, it showcases rides, games, and entertainment for younger fairgoers. Adventure Village’s rides include a train, Ferris Wheel, Tilt-A-Whirl and much more! 

Thursday, Aug 13...
5 – 11PM

Friday, Aug 14
Noon – 11:30 PM

Saturday, Aug 15
11 AM–11:45 PM
      Sun–Thu, Aug 16–20….....Noon–11 PM
      Friday, Aug 21…………Noon–11:30 PM 

Saturday, Aug 22…….11 AM–11:45 PM
      Sunday, Aug 23……..….…Noon–10 PM 

Last Blast: Ticket Prices

4 Coupons………………...…………....$5

22 Coupons…………………………...$25

55 Coupons…………………………...$60


Preview Night, August 13: (5-11 PM) 


All Rides………………………………...$2 

Carnival Midway 

Bargain Bracelets
Pay One Price Days:


Friday, August 14 & August 21
Noon – 6 PM. ………………. $30 per person 

Monday, August 17 – Thursday, August 20
Noon - 11 PM.
$30 per person


Sunday, August 23 “LAST BLAST”
Noon - 10 PM
$30 per person

MEGA PASS

Aug. 1st through the Fair………………..$90
*Does not include Gate Admission,      

Giant Slide, Sky Ride, or Tram.
ETHNIC VILLAGE
Ethnic Food Concessions.10:30 AM-10 PM Includes: Brazilian, Cajun, Cuban, Filipino, French, German, Greek, Indian, Italian, Mediterranean, Mexican, Romanian, South East Asian, and International Beer Booths.
Free Entertainment…Noon – 10 PM

Extended Weekend Hours 


Open until 11 PM!

EVENING FIREWORKS

Enjoy the spectacular display of fireworks as you wrap up an exciting day at the fair.  Fireworks will be every evening, with the exception of Tuesday, August 18th.
GRANDSTAND
The Grandstand has many popular events scheduled for the fair. It plays host to harness racing, stock car racing, and concerts.

North end Grandstand

Open 9 AM to 9 PM
Pari-mutuel Windows

State Fair Historical Museum

South end Grandstand

Open 9 AM to 9 PM
Grandstand Ticket Office

Commercial Exhibits 

GRANDSTAND ENTERTAINMENT LINEUP
Showtime for all shows is 7:30 PM
Friday, August 14

SAMMY HAGAR AND THE CIRCLE w/



COLLECTIVE SOUL
Saturday, August 15

FALL OUT BOY
Sunday, August 16

JUSTIN MOORE W/ JON PARDI AND JOSH THOMPSON

Monday, August 17
MILLION DOLLAR QUARTET W/ SCOTT LATHAM & KARL HOLMES DUO(FREE SHOW!)
Tuesday, August 18

RASCAL FLATTS w/ SCOTTY McCREERY & RAELYNN
Wednesday, August 19

STYX w/ TESLA

Thursday, August 20

THE FRAY w/ ANDY GRAMMER

Friday, August 21


HANK WILLIAMS JR w/ .38 SPECIAL

Saturday, August 22
      AUSTIN MAHONE w/ KALIN & MYLES and LAURA MARANO
Sunday, August 23
BRANTLEY GILBET w/ COLT FORD & MICHAEL RAY
Harness Racing – Pari-Mutuel Wagering

Free Grandstand Entry

August 14, 15, 17, and 18…….Post Time: Noon 
USAC Silver Crown Series & ARCA Super Series Races

(Ticket prices; Adults $25, Children 11 and under $10, $30 day of race)
Located at the Grandstand
Aug. 22 - USAC Silver Crown Series & Auto Races Series  

   - Silver Crown Qualifying at 10:25 AM
   - Feature Event 2:00 PM
Aug. 23 - ARCA/Super Series Auto Races
   - Practice at 9 AM
   - ARCA Feature event 1:35 PM
THE SHED
Live Entertainment Daily
Located across from the Lincoln Stage on Central Avenue.
LINCOLN STAGE
Lincoln Stage presented by Meijer (next to the Emmerson Building) offers contests and free entertainment throughout the fair. This covered pavilion gives fairgoers the chance to experience a wide variety of entertainment. 
Also, on Sunday, August 16 at 3:30 PM is the Husband Calling Contest and 4:00 PM is the Hog Calling Contest.

THE ARENA
The Arena (south of the Orr Building) will showcase many events at this year’s fair. The festivities kick off on Friday when The Arena host Abe Lincoln Quarter Midget Racing. Also, The Arena will display the raw power of the truck and tractor pulls which have amazed new and old spectators alike for years. To round out the weekend, the Illinois State Fair will host “Redneck Weekend” which will feature boat races, a compact figure 8, and a championship demolition derby.
Abe Lincoln Quarter Midgets

Ticket Prices: Adults $10, Children $5
August 15………………………….5:00 PM

I.T.P.A. Presents: Truck & Tractor Pulls
Ticket Prices: Adults $10, Children $5 

August 17, 18, and 19……...…........7:30 PM
REDNECK WEEKEND at THE ARENA
Boat Races & Figure 8 Boat Show 
Ticket Prices: Adults $10, Children $5 

August 21st…………………………..7:00 PM

Championship Demolition Derby
Ticket Prices: Adults $15, Children $5 

August 22nd
6:00 PM
SENIOR CENTER/ILLINOIS BUILDING
The Illinois Building/Senior Center (located just inside the Main Gate) features interactive informative displays and quality entertainment geared towards seniors. Various screenings are available from hearing tests to blood pressure checks. Located in the rear of the Illinois Building, the Illinois Theater features entertainment for fairgoers such as the Talent Showcase and more.  

Screenings will include pulmonary functioning, bone density, mental health, and facial screenings for skin cancer, blood pressure, body composition, height/weight, strike and blood sugar. The Prairie Heart Center and the IL Dept. on Aging will sponsor these screenings. 

Open Daily……………………9 AM – 5 PM
Senior Citizens’ Day
Monday, August 17
SPECIAL EVENTS

Twilight Parade 
Thursday, August 13 at 6 PM  
The parade consists of marching bands, floats, and specialty units. Judging criteria will mainly focus on theme, color, ingenuity, and public appeal. Awards will be given out directly following the parade. All participants will receive ribbons. Entries who place may receive a plaque/cash prizes.

 

Illinois State Championship Auctioneers Contest

Tuesday, August 18, 10 AM, Lincoln Stage
Sponsored by Illinois State Auctioneers Association. All contestants must be an auctioneer, a member of the ISAA and resident of Illinois. First 20 contestants registered will compete. Competitors must be at Lincoln Stage by 9 AM
 

Baby Picture Contest: All photos must be 5”x7” in color attached to a 7”x9” white poster board. All photos will be displayed during the fair located in the Kids Korner area along with the winners ribbons (south of the Emmerson Building.)
 

Baton Twirling Contest 

Saturday, August 22 at 9 AM

This contest is divided into 4 classes: Dance-Twirl Teams, Half-Time Show Twirl teams, Basic Strut & Solo Baton Twirling.  

  

Chili Cook-Off 
Sunday, August 23, 9:30 AM, Miller Tent Participants must be an International Chili Society Member for at least one year. Participants can register the day of the event. The contest is divided into three categories: Red Chili, Chili Verde, & Salsa.  Contestants shall supply all cooking ingredients, cooking devices, utensils, etc.  Cash prizes will be given out to 1st–3rd place for each category.
 

Cutest Little Farmer 
Tuesday, August 18, 2:00, Illinois Department of Agriculture Tent 

Contestants may enter the day of the contest, but pre-registration is suggested.  Contestants may bring one object that will accent his/her costume. Ribbons will be awarded to the winners, along with a general participation ribbons for all contestants.

 

Decorated Diaper Contest 
Friday, August 21, 3 PM, Lincoln Stage
All babies must be under the age of 18 months. Babies must be in decorated diaper attire. Babies may be registered for either Prettiest or Craziest category, but not both.  The 1st place winners in both categories will receive a trophy and 1st place ribbon. 2nd and 3rd place winners will receive a ribbon and all other contestants will receive participation ribbons.

 

Diaper Derby 
Friday, August 21, 4 PM, Lincoln Stage 
All babies must be in the crawling stage, not over the age of one.  Any baby that does walk will be disqualified. Parents will be allowed to use verbal persuasion, toys, food, etc. to lure their child. The winning Diaper Derby baby will receive a trophy and 1st place ribbon, 2nd - 5th place ribbons will also be awarded, and all other contestants will receive a participation ribbon.

Dog Photo Contest: All photographs must be 5”x7”, in color, attached to a 7”x9” poster board and be postmarked or delivered by August 1, 2015. The photos, which must have been taken in the past six months, will be judged in either the Cutest Dog or Craziest Dog Costume categories, but not both. Only one entry per category per dog is allowed, and judging will be based on personality and appeal.

 

Fiddle & Banjo Contest 
Saturday, August 15, 11:30 AM, Lincoln Stage

No entry fee. Contestants may enter the day of the contest, but pre-registration is suggested. Each contestant must play two tunes of their choice; one being a hoe down and the other being a waltz.1st - 3rd places will be awarded in the Banjo Contest with a cash prize and ribbons. 1st - 5th places in the Fiddle Contest will be awarded with a cash prize and ribbons.

Pedal Pull Competition 
Tuesday, August 18, 1:30 PM
The Shed 
This competition is open to all boys and girls weighing between 30 and 80 pounds.   There will be no advanced entries. The winner of each contest is determined by who can pedal the tractor down the track the farthest while pulling a weight transfer sled. The competition is divided into three weight divisions and 1st - 3rd places will be given a cash prize for each division.

  

Ponytail Contest 
Friday, August 21, 11 AM, The Shed 

Length of hair will be the chief factor in judging and will be measured from the base of the ponytail to the end of the longest hair. Ribbons will be awarded to the first five places in each division and all entrants will receive a participation ribbon. One overall champion in the Ponytail Contest Junior Division will be awarded a trophy.  Hair may also be donated if the participant chooses.
Talent Contest 
Illinois Building
Friday, Aug. 14, 5 PM - Female Vocal Solo
Saturday, Aug. 15, 6 PM - Group Vocal, Male Vocal Solo, Keyboard/Instrumental 
Sunday, Aug. 16, 6 PM - Dance Solo & Dance Group Competition
THE ARTISANS’ BUILDING

The Artisans’ Building is located north of Happy Hollow.

The Illinois Wine & Craft Beer Experience
Every day Noon – 10PM

NEW LOCATION: The Artisans’ Building
EDUCATIONAL & GOVERNMENTAL AREAS

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE TENT 

Located on the corner of Main Street and Central Ave.
Have fun and experience all that Illinois agriculture has to offer! 
Interactive Exhibits, Daily Contests, Ag Activities, and much more!
Ag Tours- Presented by BRANDT
Illinois Department of Agriculture Tent (Central Ave. Main St.) 
Monday-Friday – 10:30 AM & 3:30 PM
Saturday & Sunday – 10:30 AM & 2:00 PM 
(no tours on Sunday, August 23rd)
Come along to tour all of the amazing agricultural areas of the fair and experience Illinois Agriculture like never before! 
Illinois Product Chopped Challenge – Presented by County Market
Daily contest at 5:00 PM

Tuesday, August 18th at 1:00 PM

Watch two Illinois Competitors duke it out just like on the TV show.
CONSERVATION WORLD

Open 10 AM to 7 PM
Conservation World is an over 30-acre tract of rolling hills and woodlands that brings the northwest corner of the fairgrounds to life. Take a trip into the wilderness as our guides show you the wonders of nature.
	DAILY SHOWS: 

Fishing Pond – Fishing Clinic’s

Daily 10:30 a.m., 12, 1:30, 3, & 4 p.m.

Learn about different species of fish and try your hand at catching some (kids only).

Fly Fishing Demonstrations

Aug. 14-16 & 22-23; 10:00 a.m.,1, & 4 p.m.

 Participants will gain hands-on experience fly casting, and learn the essential mechanics of fly casting for a variety of species and the appropriate tackle to use.

Green Acres Sportsman Club -Dog Demonstrations 

Daily Shows 1p.m. & 4 p.m.

Watch Trainer Dan Ihrke and some of the most fantastic hunting dogs in action!  The Young Guns division of the Illinois Pheasants Forever Pioneer Chapter will be on hand to help Dan and display their hunting simulator while serving their mission to help get youth outdoors

IDNR Outdoor Amphitheater

· Performance by “Liz Bentley” 
              Aug. 15, 18 & 19 @ 12 & 3 p.m.

· Performance by “Mason Dixie” 
              Aug. 16, 2 & 5 p.m.

· Performances by “Wolf Creek Boys” 
              Aug. 22, 2 & 5:30 p.m.

· IDNR Volunteer Awards 
             Aug. 22 at 11 a.m.

· ICF Hall of Fame Inductee Ceremony

             Aug 22. At 12:00 p.m.
· Illinois Association of Park Districts Day; Scovill, Henson Robinson & The Grove Zoos 

             Aug. 22, 12 p.m.-12:45 p.m.

· Performances by “Slick Business”

             Aug. 23, 12 & 2:30 p.m.

Illinois Green Industry Association Information Center
Daily. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Illinois Certified Nursery Professionals (ICNP) on site daily to answer questions about gardening and landscaping.

The Whip Guy-Chris Camp

Daily 10:30a.m.,1:30 & 4 p.m.

Springfield local, Chris Camp, is a world-class whip cracker who might be mistaken for Indiana Jones when you hear the “zwip-pop” of his bullwhip. In March, Camp won three gold medals in the whip-cracking competition at the annual Wild West Arts Club convention in Las Vegas and was named “Best New Whip Cracker.” The whip crack is the first, man-made sonic boom. The cracker (a small piece of nylon connected to the end of a whip) moves at 750 to 900 miles per hour. The sound when it reaches this speed is the sonic boom.  Camp has set a Guinness Book World Record. In a Las Vegas event, he won the “Lightning Whip Contest” when he snapped his whip 11 times in 3 seconds! If you thought you’d seen it all, wait until you see this guy!

Timberworks Lumberjack Show

Daily 11:30a.m., 2:30 & 5:30 p.m.

Faster than a speeding bullet. More powerful than a locomotive. No it’s not Superman - these “men of steel” are LUMBERJACKS!  Captivating audiences for the past 25 years, Timberworks Lumberjack Show Powered by STIHL provides images of man against the impossible along with the sport derived out of a nation’s heritage.  The Show includes such events as axe throwing, chopping, log rolling, cross cut sawing, hot sawing and chainsaw carving.

	


THE DAIRY BUILDING
Open 9 AM to 9 PM 

The Dairy Building (across from the Emmerson Building east of the 4-way-stop) will feature ice cream, milk, and other dairy products, as well as entertainment displays and free children’s games. Collect points in the children’s game to win free ice cream!  The building showcases prize-winning milks, cheeses, ice creams and other various dairy products. You can also see an antique milk truck and the legendary Butter Cow, crafted by Sharon BuMann.
DIRECTOR’S LAWN
The Director’s Lawn hosts private receptions.

EXPOSITION BUILDING

Open 9 AM to 9 PM.
Main Floor

Commercial Exhibits, Professional Art Demos and Sales…...............9 AM – 9 PM
U.S. Post Office……………...9 AM – 5 PM (closed 12 PM – 1 PM)
Mezzanine Level

Amateur and Professional Art

FARMER’S LITTLE HELPERS 

10 AM – 7 PM
Farmer’s Little Helpers is located in the Heartland/Gate 2. Little Helpers learn by taking part in hands-on activities such as raising farm animals, tending to crops, and taking the harvest to market. When the work is done, Farmer’s Little Helpers sell their bounty for a “Market Dollar” and then spend it at the grocery store for a tasty treat.

GOVERNOR’S TENT 10 AM – 7 PM
Corner of Main Street and Brian Raney Ave.
Visit Governor Rauner’s tent, to learn more about his efforts to turn around Illinois! Visitors of all ages will have the opportunity to learn more about the Land of Lincoln and explore all that it has to offer. The Governor’s tent will highlight each themed day of the fair with special guests and displays – stop by more than once!
HOBBIES, ARTS AND CRAFTS BUILDING

The Hobbies, Arts and Crafts Building (east of the Lincoln Stage on Central Avenue) presents masterpieces from Illinois handcrafters and inventors. In addition to regular events, fairgoers can also view a wide array of sewing, cooking and weaving exhibitions in the coolness of the air conditioned building.  

Friday – Saturday
August 14 – 22……..........9 AM – 5:30 PM 
Sunday, August 16………9 AM – 5:15 PM
HAPPY HOLLOW 
Eudora Farms Exotic Petting Zoo
Experience an interactive, exotic animal petting zoo! This petting zoo has been a popular attraction at many festivals and events throughout the southeast.  It includes rare and exotic animals from around the world.  The animals bring smiles to all who meet them!  
Scott’s Crazy Comedy Magic Show
Fri. – Sun.: 1:20, 3:30, 5:40, & 7:50 PM

Mon. – Thurs.: 2:20, 4:30, & 6:50 PM

Dale Scott & Ana are award winning illusionists from the Society of American Magicians! They have toured the world, appeared at Trump Casinos and became one of the most in demand Variety Talents.
Hypnotist Catherine Hickland
Fri. – Sun.: 12:00, 2:10, 4:20, & 6:30 PM

Mon. – Thurs.: 1:00, 3:10, & 5:20 PM

Have you ever wondered what it's like to be truly free in your imagination?  To be without a care, without doubt of your abilities, fears, and without a thought about what other people would think if you just.. let go and cross over to the dream state in an instant?  Have you ever thought about what it would be like to be truly...UNLIMITED?  Welcome to Catherine Hickland's Hypnotic World.
Extreme Kidz Zip Line and Zorb Bubble

It’s hard not to smile when you take a leap of faith on our zip line! Guests soar from our 28 foot tower down the 180 foot long cable! This is an exciting and exhilarating event that is sure to draw a crowd!
LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL! 360 feet of fun! Whether you have always wondered what it was like to be a hamster inside a ball or want to battle it out with your best friends in a squishy force field, Zoom Zorb Bubbles is sure to make your wildest dreams come true!
Zombie Acres Paintball

Zombie Acres arms you with a paintball gun for a one-of-a-kind bus tour through zombie infested terrain.
There are TWO ways to get involved:
· Ride as a HERO – take a bus ride through a haunted cornfield shooting every zombie in sight.
· Ride as a CIVILIAN – no shooting involved. Sit back and enjoy the experience while your friends and family defend you from the blood thirsty zombies.

A Grizzly Experience 

Daily: 12:00 PM, 3:00 PM, 6:00 PM

A Grizzly Experience is an Educational Grizzly Bear show and Exhibit. We bring an in depth up close and personal look into the life of North Americas’ most prestigious predator, the Alaskan Grizzly Bear. Tonk, our 7 year old 600 pound Grizzly Bear and our two newest additions, Yogi and Maggie, two "cubs" that delight crowds of all ages with their impressive sizes and amazing behaviors.

Watershed Park–Sustainability in Action! Located in the south side of Happy Hollow. Free admission and ice cold water.
Covers sustainability topics such as backyard composting, community gardening, local foods, rain gardens, composting with worms, solar and wind power, green roofs, energy bike, corn plastic and much more. Take part in the scavenger hunt, enjoy duck races, learn how streams and rivers change, and check out big fish. This outdoor, interactive, and educational exhibit educates the public on how to protect water quality and be more sustainable. Learn about Soil Conservation, Soils in Illinois, Farm & Home – Health & Safety, Stream Management, Forest Management, Pasture Management, Water Management, and Integrated Pest Management. Daily prizes for kids!

COMMODITIES PAVILION

The Commodities Pavilion, across from the Grandstand, is home to five agriculture organizations including: The Illinois Beef Association, the Illinois Soybean Association, the Illinois Lamb & Wool Association, the Illinois Pork Producers, and the Illinois Green Industry. A free entertainment stage is sponsored by the Illinois Farm Bureau.
EMMERSON BUILDING ANNEX

Floriculture & Horticulture Displays and American Red Cross First Aid Station
MILK A COW/25Q CATTLE BARNS
10 AM – 7 PM
THE SWINE BUILDING
The Swine Building, located on 8th Street across from the Jr. Livestock Building features swine judging and more.
Swine Shows
August 15-24
ORR BUILDING

4-H Club/Action Presentations…9 AM–5 PM

4-H Exhibit Judging/Display...9:30 AM-4 PM

4-H Public Presentations….9:30 AM – 4 PM

SALE OF CHAMPIONS / COMMODITY AUCTION RECORDS
2015 Parade of Champions 

Saturday, August 15th at 4:00 PM
 Coliseum

Jr. Grand Champion and Land of Lincoln Meat Goat, Sheep, Barrow, and Steer will be selected.
2015 Commodities Auction and Governor’s Sale of Champions
Tuesday, August 18th at 4:00 PM 
Coliseum
Best of the best Illinois Commodities and 

Jr. Grand Champion Livestock will be auctioned off to support exhibitors, 4-H and FFA.
All attendees receive free ice cream courtesy of Prairie Farms
GRAND CHAMPION RABBIT MEAT PEN

Record: $7,500 
2014 Price: $6,000
Owner: Sarah Brown

Jacksonville, IL

Purchasers: Agrivest, Rex and Carolyn Evans Farmers Pellet Mill, Ed Teefey, Friends of Morgan County 4-H
GRAND CHAMPION POULTRY TRIO

Record: $8,000 
2014 Price: $5,900

Owner: Bailey Hunt     

Sycamore, IL

Purchaser: McDonald’s of Peoria, McDonald’s of Central Illinois, National Bank and Trust of Sycamore, State Rep. Robert Pritchard, Friends of Bailey Hunt
GRAND CHAMPION MEAT GOAT

Record: $11,050
2014 Price: $10,000
Owner: Tara Hummel

Cabery, IL

Purchasers: Tom Pavlik, Friends of Tara Hummel, BRANDT, Rollie Rosenboom, Skyride, Mike Earls
GRAND CHAMPION WETHER

Record: $21,000
2014 Price: $21,000

Owner: Brooke Ryner
Alexis, IL
Purchasers: North American Midway Entertainment 
Friends of Brooke Ryner
Channel Seed
Matt Repp Memorial Scholarship
GRAND CHAMPION BARROW
Record: $25,000
GRAND CHAMPION STEER


Record: $100,000
2014 Price: $100,000

Owner: Shaelye Varner
Morris, IL
Purchasers:  Monsanto
AT&T
Friends of Grundy County 4-H
LAND OF LINCOLN GRAND CHAMPION STEER

Record: $ 56,300
2014 Price: $56,300

Owner: Braden Musgrove
Pittsfield, IL
Purchasers: Friends of Morgan County 4-H
DuPont Pioneer

Cargill

Meat donated to the U of I
LAND OF LINCOLN GRAND CHAMPION BARROW                                           
Record: $ 53,000
2014 Price: $53,000

Owner: Grant Kiefer
Gridley, IL
Purchaser: CME Group, Terry Duffy, Brandt
Meat donated to U of I 

LAND OF LINCOLN GRAND CHAMPION WETHER

Record: $ 19,100
2014 Price: $5,000

Owner: Mitch Holmes

Mahomet, IL

Purchasers: CME Group, Terry Duffy

RESOLD to benefit Orion Samuelson Scholarship

Purchasers: BRANDT, Becks Seed, Skyride, Frank Hoffreiter, Channel Seed, Hunter Nutrition, Bellflower Feed Mill
ILLINOS STATE FAIR

Commodities Auction
BEST OF SHOW: ILLINOIS WINE
2014 Price: $750
Record: $2,000
2014 Price: $750

Illinois Sparkling Co.
Purchaser: Kim Carney
GRAND CHAMPION HONEY
Record: $3,100
2014 Price: $3,100
Anna Stone
Springfield, IL
Purchaser: Marty Davis
McDonalds 

Illinois State Auctioneers

Farm Credit Service
GRAND CHAMPION CREAM CHEESE
2015 Price:$400

Swiss Valley Farms

Purchaser: IL Auctioneers

GRAND CHAMPION SWISS CHEESE

2014 Price: $475

Swiss Valley Farms

Purchaser: Cory Craig, Wm Beck

GRAND CHAMPION DOE’S MILK

2014 Price: $1,425

Abe Henkel

Purchaser: Friends of 4h Central IL 
GRAND CHAMPION SWISS CHEESE

2014 Price: $700

Shullsburg Midwest Dairy

Purchaser: Nord Animal Hospital, Luke Gaule

GRAND CHAMPION MOZZARELLA 

2014 Price: $425

Foremost Farms USA

Purchaser: Phyllis Wise 
GRAND CHAMPION HAM



Record: $1,600
2014 Price: $750
Turasky’s
Purchaser: George Obernagel
GRAND CHAMPION PROCESSED BEEF
Record: $1,150
2014 Price: $1,025
AJ’s Lena Maid Meats
Purchaser: Sorrells Farm Supply
GRAND CHAMPION SUMMER SAUSAGE
Record: $1,350
2014 Price: $375
Thrushwood Farms

Purchaser: Joe Hampton

GRAND CHAMPION BACON



Record: $1,100
2014 Price: $525

Eickman’s
Purchaser: Lee Auction Service
2015 Illinois State Fair
Open Livestock Judging Schedule
	BEEF CATTLE 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Low % Simmental
	8/14  8:00AM 
	8/11 by 5:00PM 
	Scott Werning

	Charolais 
	8/14  11:00AM 
	8/11 by 5:00PM 
	Scott Werning

	Maine Anjou 
	8/14 2:00PM 
	8/11 by 5:00PM 
	Scott Werning

	Polled Hereford 
	8/15  8:00AM
	8/12 by 5:00PM 
	Kyle Colyer 

	Hereford 
	8/15  2:00PM 
	8/12 by 5:00PM 
	Kyle Colyer

	Open Steers 
	8/16   8:30AM 
	8/12 by 8:00AM 
	Kyle Colyer

	Simmental 
	8/16  8:00AM
	8/12 by 5:00PM
	Brad Hanwich

	Limousin 
	8/16   2:00PM
	8/12 by 5:00PM 
	Brad Hanwich

	Polled Shorthorn 
	8/17  8:00AM 
	8/13 by Noon 
	Jim Bloomberg

	Shorthorn 
	8/17 1:00PM
	8/13 by Noon 
	Jim Bloomberg

	Angus 
	8/18 8:00AM
	8/14 by 5:00PM 
	Kyle Gillooly 


 

	DAIRY CATTLE 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Ayrshire 
	8/19  8:00AM 
	8/18 by 9:00AM
	Chris McCullough

	Milking Shorthorn 
	8/19 1:00PM 
	8/18 by 9:00AM 
	Curt Krause

	Jersey 
	8/20  8:00AM 
	8/18 by 9:00AM 
	James Meyer

	Brown Swiss 
	8/20  2:00PM 
	8/19 by 7:00AM
	Dennis Mashak

	Holstein 
	8/21  8:00AM
	8/19 by 7:00AM
	Molly Sloan

	Guernsey 
	8/21  2:00PM 
	8/19 by 7:00AM 
	TBA


 

	LLAMAS 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Llamas 
	8/22   4:00PM
	8/21 after 8:00AM
	Evan Snyder 


 

	GOATS 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Pygmy 
	8/21 1:00PM 
	8/21 by 10:00AM
	TBA

	Boer Goats (Breeding)
Boer Goats (Wethers) 
	8/14  1:00PM 
8/16 9:00AM
	8/13 by Noon 
8/13  by Noon 
	TBA
 TBA

	Dairy Goats 
	8/18-8/20  8:30AM
	8/16 Anytime
	TBA


	SHEEP 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Market Wether/lamb 
	8/16  8:00AM 
	8/13 by 8:00AM
	Todd Wise

	Pee Wee Lamb Show 
	8/15  5:00PM 
	 
	MUDD

	Suffolk 
	8/17 9:00AM 
	8/16 by 8:00AM
	TBA

	Dorset 
	8/17 1:00PM 
	8/16 by 8:00AM 
	TBA

	Hampshire 
	8/18 9:00AM 
	8/17 by 10:30AM 
	TBA

	Oxford 
	8/18 1:00PM 
	8/17 by 8:00AM 
	TBA

	Cheviot 
	8/19  9:00AM 
	8/18 by 8:00AM 
	Evan Snyder

	Montadale 
	8/19  1:00PM 
	8/18 by 8:00AM 
	TBA

	Southdown 
	8/20  9:00AM
	8/19  by 8:00AM 
	TBA

	Columbia 
	8/20 4:00PM 
	8/19 by 8:00AM 
	Kenny Urban

	Rambouillet 
	8/21  9:00AM 
	8/20 by 8:00AM 
	Kenny Urban

	Lincoln 
	8/21  1:00pm 
	8/20 by 8:00am 
	Kenny Urban

	Corriedale 
	8/21 4:00PM 
	8/20 by 8:00AM 
	Kenny Urban

	Cotswold 
	8/22  9:00AM 
	8/21 by 8:00AM
	Kenny Urban

	Shropshire 
	8/22 4:00PM 
	8/21 by 8:00AM
	TBA


 

	SWINE 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Barrows 
	8/16 8:00AM
	8/13 by 7:00PM 
	Steve Nichols/ Dave Kilmer 

	Duroc 
	8/18 7:30AM 
	8/16 after 10:00PM
	John Huinker

	Hampshire
	8/18 7:30AM 
	8/16 after 10:00PM
	Darrell Drake

	Yorkshire
	8/18 7:30AM
	8/16 after 10:00PM
	Brandon Ogle

	Crossbreds
	8/18 7:30  AM 
	8/16 after 10:00PM 
	John Huinker

	Chester White 
	8/19 8:00AM
	8/17 after *;00PM 
	Chris Danner

	Spotted Swine 
	8/19 9:00 AM
	8/17 after 8:00 PM 
	Derek Stayton

	Tamworth/

Hereford 
	8/21 8:00AM 
	8/18 after 8:00PM 
	Bill Range

	Pee Wee Pig Show 
	8/23 1:00PM 
	8/22 after 5:00PM 
	Mark Anderson

	Poland China
	8/19 8:00AM
	8/17 After 8:00PM
	Miles Toenyes

	Berkshire
	8/23 1:00PM
	8/22 after 5:00pm
	Mark Anderson


 

	POULTRY 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Poultry 
	8/14 8:00AM
8/15 9:00AM
	8/12 3:00- 8:00PM
8/13 8AM-8PM
	Mike Sayre

Terry Britt

Steve Beaty 


 


	RABBITS 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Rabbit 
	8/21 8:00AM 
	8/20 by 10:00PM 
	Caleb Thomas

Todd Naragon
John Grimm




 

	Draft Horse 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Belgians, Draft Hitch & Draft Pony 
	8/16
	 Arrive after 12 noon Aug 14
	Rod Derrer

	Clydesdale, Percheron, Draft Hitch & Draft Pony
	8/16
	Arrive after 12 noon Aug 14
Ponies after 6PM on 8/15
	Terry Pierce

	Mules
	8/18
	Arrive after 12 noon Aug 14
	Johnny Kelso


2015 Illinois State Fair

Junior Judging Schedule
	BEEF CATTLE 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Heifers (AOB, %Simmental, Charolais, Hereford, Main Anjou, Chianina, Limousin)
	8/13 8:00AM
	8/11 by noon
	TBA

	Heifers (Angus, Hereford, Shorthorn, Polled Hereford, Simmental)
	8/14 8:00AM
	8/11 by Noon
	TBA

	Market Heifers/Steers
	8/15 7:30AM
	8/11 by 8:00PM
	TBA


 

	DAIRY CATTLE 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Brown Swiss 
	8/19  9:00AM 
	8/18 by 5:00PM 
	TBA

	Holstein 
	8/19 1:00PM 
	8/118 by 5:00PM 
	TBA

	Guernsey 
	8/20 9:00AM 
	8/18 by 5:00PM 
	TBA

	Ayrshire 
	8/20 1:00PM 
	8/18 by 5:00PM 
	TBA

	Milking Shorthorn 
	8/21 9:00AM 
	8/18 by 5:00PM 
	TBA

	Jersey 
	8/21  2:30PM
	8/18 by 5:00PM 
	TBA


 

	GOATS 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Pygmy 
	8/22  8:30AM 
	8/21  by 11:00AM 
	TBA

	Meat Goat (Wether)
Meat Goat (Breeding) 
	8/15  8:00AM 
8/14 8:00AM
	8/13 by Noon 
8/13 by Noon
	TBA

	Dairy 
	8/17  8:30AM 
	8/16 by 3:00PM 
	TBA


 

	SHEEP 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Jr. Market Lamb Show 
	8/15 8:00AM
	8/12 by 8:00PM
	TBA

	Open Market lamb Show
	8/16 9:00AM
	9/12 by 8:00PM
	TBA

	Breeding
	8/14 8:00AM
	8/12 by 8:00PM
	TBA


 

	SWINE 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Barrows 
	8/15 7:30Am
	9/13 by 8:00Am
	TBA

	Breeding 
	8/14 8:00AM
	8/12 by 7:00AM
	TBA

	Showmanship Show
	8/13 3:00 PM
	TBA
	TBA


 

	POULTRY 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Poultry 
	8/13 11:00AM 
	8/13 by 9:00 AM
	TBA


 

	RABBITS 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Rabbit 
	8/12 9:30AM
	8/12 by 8:30AM (All paperwork must be filled out by 9AM) 
	TBA


 

	DOG 
	SHOW DATE & TIME 
	ARRIVAL DATE & TIME 
	JUDGE 

	Dog 
	829 
	TBA
	TBA


2015 ILLINOIS STATE FAIR COUNTY EXHIBIT SCHEDULE
Orr Building 

*Counties with joint Extension Offices are listed together. Multiple offices are listed separately. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14

Adams
Brown

Calhoun

Cass

Champaign

Christian
Crawford

Ford
Franklin
Greene
Hancock
Iroquois
Jackson

Jersey
Macon
Macoupin
Montgomery
Morgan
Perry
Pike

Randolph

Schuyler
Scott

Vermilion
Williamson

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 
Clark
DeKalb

DuPage

Grundy

Henry

JoDaviess

Johnson

Kane

Kankakee

Kendall

Livingston

Massac

Mercer

Ogle

Pulaski-Alexander

Rock Island

Stark

Stephenson

Union

Will

Winnebago

Woodford 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16
Bond

Carroll
Clay

Clinton

Coles

Cumberland

Edgar

Effingham

Fayette


Gallatin

Hamilton 

Henderson
Jasper

Jefferson
Knox

Lee

Logan
Marion
McDonough

Menard
Moultrie-Douglas
Pope Hardin
Saline
Sangamon
Shelby
Warren
Washington

White
Whiteside 

MONDAY, AUGUST 17

Boone
Bureau
Cook Chicago
Cook North Suburban 
Cook South Suburban 
DeWitt
Edwards

Lake 
LaSalle

Lawrence
Madison
Marshall-Putnam
Mason
McHenry
Monroe
Peoria 
Piatt
Richland

St. Clair
Tazewell
Wabash
Wayne 

Attendance Figures
1985
1,002,974

1986

1,059,464

1987

1,020,746

1988
912,933

1989

1,062,245

1990

1,074,785

1991

750,000

1992

736,000**

1993

629,276

1994

680,000

1995

580,000

1996

790,028

1997

798,799

1998

826,648

1999

1,095,559

2000

1,162,000

2001

1,130,000

2002

1,264,750*

2003
671,333

2004

725,000
2005

672,615

2006

702, 997

2007

613,110

2008

737,052
2009
654,794
2010

750,000
2011

815,000

2012
919,050
2013

961,342

2014

844,649
*Modern All-Time Attendance Record

* * Fair Shortened by Two Days
Illinois State Fair History
The Illinois State Fair is as committed to excellence in showcasing agriculture, education, art, and technology today as it was years ago at the first Illinois State Fair.  

The first Fair was held in 1853 on the west side of Springfield where Sacred Heart-Griffin and DuBois Schools now stand. The Fair of 1853 promoted agriculture, laor, industry, education, art, and science.  Admission was 50 cents for adults and 25 cents for children. Springfield hosted the Fair again in 1854. Highlighting the many events that year were speeches given by Stephen A. Douglas and Abraham Lincoln.  

For the next 40 years, the Fair moved from city to city, allowing more Illinoisans the chance to visit its many attractions and exhibits.  Alton, Centralia, Chicago, Decatur, DuQuoin, Freeport, Jacksonville, Olney, Ottawa, Peoria and Quincy all served as hosts for the Fair. Huge crowds, new inventions, patented farm equipment, purebred animals and hundreds of new exhibits attracted fairgoers from across the state.

The Fair’s 10th anniversary fell during the Civil War. The Fair was scheduled for Peoria, but when the U.S. military commandeered the fairgrounds for a recruitment camp, the Fair was canceled.

The Fair was pre-empted again in 1893 for the World’s Fair in Chicago.  This gave the Department of Agriculture time to decide on the Fair’s permanent location. Cities throughout the state submitted applications to the Board of Directors and Springfield became the permanent site of the Illinois State Fair.

Development began quickly. The Exposition Building was built just in time for the first Fair at its permanent site, in 1894. The Coliseum was completed in 1902. The Dairy Building was added in 1903, the Fire House in 1905, the Sheep and Swine Pavilions in 1909 and 1912 respectively and the Show Horse Barns in 1913. In August of 1917, the Dome Building, which was brought from Chicago from the World’s Fair and was the second largest such building in the world, burnt to the ground and was not rebuilt.  

Today, the Fair runs for 10 days, with a Preview Night, in the same location chosen 120 years ago.  The fairgrounds encompass 366 acres, 210 more acres than in 1894.  

Themed days began in the early 1900s with days such as “Old Soldier’s Day”, “School Children’s Day” and “Springfield Day,” when all area businesses would shut down for the afternoon so all could come and enjoy the Fair.

After World War I, the Fair was moved from September and October to August, which allowed more people outside of agriculture to attend the fair.

Since that time, many types of architecture have popped-up around the fairgrounds.  From historic Barn 13 and the one-mile dirt track, to The Multi-Purpose Arena and new Department of Natural Resources building near Conservation World, every inch of the fairgrounds holds special memories for the hundreds of thousands that pass through its gates each year. The Fair continues to offer exciting adventures for everyone. 
DAILY SCHEDULE

For a daily schedule of events please visit the Illinois State Fair website on your mobile device at www.illinois.gov/statefair.
Thank you to our
2015 Corporate Sponsors
Gold Level Sponsors
Budweiser

County Market Stores

Illinois Lottery

Silver Level Sponsors
Altorfer

Caterpillar

Chevrolet

Comcast

Corona Extra

Home City Ice

Humana

Miller Lite

USAA
Bronze Level Sponsors 
ADM

Battery Specialists + Golf Cars
Club Car

Farm Credit Services of Illinois

Ford

GEICO

IllinoisHomePage.net

Kitchen Craft

Meijer

U.S. Army

Verizon Wireless

WCIA
NOTES

NOTES
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