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STATE OF ILLINOIS
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
IN THE MATTER OF:
RAMON VALLE,
Complainant,
CHARGE NO. 2004CF2354
ALS NO. 05-097
AND

IMI CORNELIUS, INC.,
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Respondent.

RECOMMENDED ORDER AND DECISION

This matter comes before this tribunal on Respondent’s Motion to Dismiss the
Complaint and the Illinois Department of Human Rights’ memorandum in support
thereof. Complainant has not filed a response to Respondent’s motion. The matter is
now ready for decision.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. On February 19, 2004, Complainant Valle filed Charge No. 2004CF2354
with the lllinois Department of Human Rights (Department).

2. On April 20, 2004, Complainant Valle and Respondent IMI Cornelius
agreed to a 180-day extension to allow the Department to complete its
investigation of the charge. That extension gave the Department
jurisdiction over Complainant’s charge of discrimination until August 18,
2005.

3. On March 17, 2005, Complainant filed a Complaint of Civil Rights

Violation with the lllinois Human Rights Commission.



CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. Under the lllinois Human Rights Act, the Department has jurisdiction to
investigate charges for 365 days after the filing of the perfected charge
plus any extensions agreed to by the parties. 775 ILCS 5/7(A)-102(G)(1).

2. Pursuant to the agreed 180-day extension signed by the parties, referred
to in Finding of Fact # 2 above, the Department had jurisdiction over the
charge and this matter until August 18, 2005.

3. This Commission lacks jurisdiction over the instant Complaint of Civil
Rights Violation, filed on March 17, 2005, as it was filed prematurely.

DISCUSSION
Under the lllinois Human Rights Act, 775 ILCS 5/7(A)-102(G)(1), after a charge
of discrimination has been properly filed, the Department - - within 365 days of its filing
or within any extension of that period agreed to in writing - - must either file a complaint
with the Commission or dismiss the charge of discrimination with prejudice. In other
words, the Department has 365 days to complete its investigation of the charge of
discrimination and that 365 days can be extended if agreed to by the parties in writing.

In this case, on April 20, 2004, the parties agreed to give the Department an

additional 180-days to complete its investigation of Charge No. 05-097. After the parties’
agreement to the 180-day extension, the Department technically had until August 18,
2005 to complete its investigation. For reasons unknown to this tribunal, on March 17,
2005, Complainant took it upon himself to file a Complaint of Civil Rights Violation with
the Commission. Clearly, this complaint was prematurely filed as the Department still
had jurisdiction over the charge and the investigation of the allegations contained
therein. Thus, the Commission does not have subject matter jurisdiction over the instant

complaint and the complaint should be dismissed with prejudice.



RECOMMENDATION

Based on the foregoing, it is recommended that the instant Complaint of

Civil Rights Violation, ALS No. 05-097, be dismissed with prejudice.

ENTERED: August 29™ 2005 HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
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ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
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