
                                                                                                                                                
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
 

Meeting of the Commission 
March 23, 2016 

10:30 a.m. 
 

James R. Thompson Center 
DHS - Murdock Room 

Suite 5-300 
100 West Randolph Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

and  

Lincoln Land Training Center 
130 W. Mason Street 

Room 104 
Springfield, Illinois 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:   
Commissioners 
    In Chicago   Chair Rose Mary Bombela-Tobias  
    Duke Alden  
    Michael Bigger 
    Robert A. Cantone 

Hamilton Chang (via telephone) 
Terry Cosgrove 
Nabi Fakroddin 

    Lauren Beth Gash 
    Hermene Hartman 

Steve Kim (via telephone) 
    Diane M. Viverito  

Patricia Bakalis Yadgir  
    
      In Springfield    None 
 

           Absent     None 
 
 Staff    Rhandi Anderson 

LaNade Bridges 
N. Keith Chambers 

    Michael Evans 
Dr. Ewa I. Ewa 
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    Donyelle L. Gray 
Evelio Mora 

  Christine M. Welninski 
   
     

Members of Public:  None 
      
NOTICE: 
  
Public and closed meetings of the Illinois Human Rights Commission are audio recorded. 
 
I. Call to Order 

On March 23, 2016 at 10:35 a.m., Chair Bombela-Tobias called to order a meeting of 
the Illinois Human Rights Commission.   
 
Pursuant to the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., it was determined that: 
 

1) A quorum of the public body was physically present at the meeting.  
2) Prior to the meeting, Commissioners Chang and Kim gave notice to the 

General Counsel and Secretary of the Public Body, Donyelle Gray, that they 
would not be able to be physically present for the March 23, 2016 meeting and 
requested to participate via telephone.  

3) Motion to allow Commissioners Chang and Kim to participate via telephone 
made by Commissioner Nabi, seconded by Commissioner Alden. Motion 
carried 10-0.  
 

II. Consideration of Minutes 
 

February 24, 2016 
 

The Commission voted to approve the minutes of the February 24, 2016 meeting as 
submitted by staff. Motion to approve the February 24, 2016 minutes as submitted 
made by Commissioner Alden and seconded by Commissioner Nabi. Motion carried 12-
0. 
 

III. Chair’s Report 
 
Rose Mary Bombela-Tobias, Chair 
 
Chair Bombela-Tobias deferred to Executive Director Chambers for a report on the 
budget meeting before the General Assembly’s Senate committee. 
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IV. Staff Reports 
 
A. N. Keith Chambers, Executive Director 
 
Mr. Chambers reported that the appropriation meeting before the Senate went well. Mr. 
Chambers further reported that the House appropriation meeting will take place in April 
2016. The location of the House appropriation meeting has not been announced. 
 
Mr. Chambers reported that there is no pending legislation that could impact the 
Commission. 
 
Mr. Chambers reported that on Monday March 28, 2016, he will attend a meeting with 
Illinois Department of Human Rights (“IDHR”) concerning the Discrimination Study. Mr. 
Chambers will give a report of the meeting at the next Commission meeting. 
 
Mr. Chambers reported that he is working on an intergovernmental agreement that will 
allow certain outstanding Commission invoices to be paid by the IDHR.  
 
 B. Dr. Ewa I. Ewa, Chief Fiscal Officer 
 
Dr. Ewa reiterated that the House hearing will take place in April. However, the location 
of the House appropriation meeting has not been announced. 
 
Dr. Ewa reported that several of the Commissioners have not been confirmed by the 
General Assembly.  
 
Dr. Ewa reported that the Commission will receive funds from IDHR through an 
interagency agreement with IDHR in order to pay certain outstanding invoices.  
 
Dr. Ewa reported gave a brief report on the Commission’s staff numbers. 
 
C. Michael J. Evans, Chief Administrative Law Judge  
 
Chief Judge Evans gave his report for the month of March 2016. 
 
D. Donyelle Gray, General Counsel  
Ms. Gray introduced to the Commission Assistant General Counsel Rhandi Anderson, 
who was recently hired as an attorney in the Office General Counsel. 
 
Ms. Gray briefly spoke again about the inter-governmental agreement. Ms. Gray stated 
that she reviewed the agreement, and explained to the Commission that the IDHR will 
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tap into its federal funds from Housing and Urban Development to pay for certain 
Commission expenses. 
 
Ms. Gray reminded the Commissioners of their duty to complete and  timely file 
Statements of Economic Interest with the Secretary of State.  
 
Ms. Gray gave a report on the General Counsel Section’s caseload. Ms. Gray noted 
that during February, the Office of the General Counsel received 5 new sets of 
Exceptions; completed preparation of 2 records of proceedings, numbering over 1,500 
pages for each record, for filing with the Illinois Appellate Court; increased the amount 
of request for review orders entered and served from the prior month; and closed out 
59 cases via issuance of Notices of No Exceptions.  Ms. Gray noted those closed cases 
were now subject to enforcement proceedings in the circuit court. Ms. Gray highlighted 
a few of those cases, which ordered back pay judgments ranging from $ 40,000 to   
$ 158,000; emotional distress judgments ranging from $ 20,000 to $ 95,000, and 
attorney fee awards ranging from about $ 5,100 to $ 15,400.  
 
 
Lastly, Ms. Gray distributed Employment Law updates. 

 
  
V. Outreach Committee Update: Commissioner Lauren Beth Gash, Committee Chair  
 

Commissioner Gash stated that in order to provide consistency in the information 
provided about the Commission to the public by the Commissioners, Commissioner 
Gash volunteered to draft an outline of speaking points. Commissioners Bigger, Alden, 
Hartman, and Yadgir volunteered to review the draft of the document.  
 
In addition, Commissioner Gash suggested that the Commission’s website should be 
reviewed for improvements. 
 

VI.       New Business 
The Commission was given an Identity Management (Self Service Password 
Registration) reminder. 
 

VII.       Old Business 
 None 
 
VIII. Public Comment 

None 
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 IX. Executive Session 
 
Executive Session  
 
Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11), the Commissioners voted to 
close a portion of the public meeting at 11:34 a.m. Motion made by Commissioner Nabi, 
seconded by Commissioner Gash.  Roll call vote was taken, and all Commissioners 
voiced a vote in favor of the motion. Motion carried 12-0. 
 
 
At 11:55 a.m., the open meeting resumed.  
 
There were no items out of Executive Session.  
 

 X. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:59 a.m. Motion made by Commissioner Nabi, 
seconded by Commissioner Hartman. Motion carried 12-0. 

 
 

      Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
      Donyelle L. Gray 

General Counsel 
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