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Michael R. Robhinson
Christine M. Welninski
Members of Public: None
NOTICE:

Public and closed meetings of the Illinois Human Rights Commission are audio recorded.

Call to Order

On December 16, 2015 at 11:40 a.m., Chair Bombela-Tobias called to order a meeting
of the lllinois Human Rights Commission.

Pursuant to the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., it was determined that:
1) A quorum of the public body was physically present at the meeting.
2) Commissioner Hartman arrived shortly after roll call and after the approval of
the November 18, 2015 minutes.

Consideration of Minutes

November 18, 2015

The Commission voted to approve the minutes of the November 18, 2015 meeting as
submitted by staff. Motion to approve the November 18, 2015 minutes as submitted by
staff made by Commissioner Nabi and seconded by Commissioner Bigger. Motion
carried 11-0.

Chair’s Report

Rose Mary Bombela-Tobias, Chair

Chair Bombela-Tobias reported that she and General Counsel Donyelle Gray made a
Presentation at the [IT Chicago-Kent College of Law. The presentation concentrated on
the new pregnancy rules and transgender protection in the workplace.

Chair Bombela-Tobias reported that she met with Jay Shattuck of the lllinois Chamber
of Commerce regarding proposed amendments to the lllinois Human Rights Act (“Act”).
Chair Bombela-Tobias stated that future discussion will take place with Mr. Shattuck.
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Staff Reports

A. N. Keith Chambers, Executive Director

Mr. Chambers reported that there was no movement as to the state budget

Mr. Chambers reported that there was no change in the status quo concerning the court
reporters.

Mr. Chambers reported that the HRC is closely monitoring the paper supply, as the
Commission’s work is paper-heavy.

Mr. Chambers reported that he and Dr. Ewa met with Central Management Service
(“CMS”) regarding the IT and Information Technology Transformation Initiative. Under
this initiative, IT services will be placed under one umbrella Bureau. There will be a cost
factor to the HRC. However, at the moment the cost factor is unknown.

Mr. Chambers reported the yearly audit is coming to a close with no major findings.

Mr. Chambers reported on the quality issues and feedback for the HRC Annual Report.
Mr. Chambers reported that CMS has a new Graphic Arts Design Bureau and that the
Bureau had re-designed the layout of the report. The Annual Report as re-designed was
distributed to the Commissioners.

Mr. Chambers reported that Governor Bruce Rauner has directed the lllinois
Department of Human Rights (“IDHR”) to conduct a study on the best practices and
promotion of diversity in areas covered by the Act. The HRC was asked to also
participate in the study. Chair Bombela-Tobias spoke to Marion Honel of the IDHR. Ms.
Honel requested that the HRC select an area of the study that the HRC would like to
participate in. Chair Bombela-Tobias suggested that the Commissioners consider
reaching out to community organizations to gather their unique perspectives for the
study.

Mr. Chambers gave a thank you to Dr. Ewa and Gail Kruger for their work handling the
audit process and LaNade Bridges for her work on the Annual Report.

At this point in the meeting a discussion ensued about the amount of paper used for the
panel meeting materials. Some Commissioners received materials in paper format,
while others received the materials on flash drives. Discussion was had regarding
Commissioners’ experiences using SharePoint, a paperless method to deliver and
retrieve panel and en banc materials. Some general concern was expressed concerning
how user-friendly SharePoint was, although no decision to discontinue use of
SharePoint was made. The Commissioners reached a consensus that materials did not
have to be distributed in paper format, and that flash drive was acceptable.
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VI.

B. Dr. Ewa I. Ewa, Chief Fiscal Officer

Dr. Ewa reported that a budget has been submitted. There are no final figures for FY17.

Dr. Ewa reported that the State’s Enterprise Program current bill is $18,000, and the bill
for 2016 will be $28,000 for FY17.

C. Michael J. Evans, Chief Administrative Law Judge

Chief Administrative Law Judge Evans gave the report for the month of November
2015. Chief Judge Evans introduced Administrative Law Judge Michael Robinson, from
the Springfield office.

D. Donyelle Gray, General Counsel
Ms. Gray reported on December 4, 2015, she attended a Labor Law Conference at the
IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law along with Chair Bombela-Tobias.

Ms. Gray also reported that on January 21, 2016, she would be participating in a
roundtable assembled by the Black Women Lawyers Association, focusing on public
sector African-American female general/chief counsels in the State of lllinois.

Lastly, Ms. Gray congratulated Assistant General Counsel Byron Wardlaw for his recent
appointment as an Adjunct Professor of Legal Writing for The John Marshall Law
School.

Ms. Gray reported that there are eight final candidates for the position of Assistant
General Counsel, and she plans to schedule and conduct interviews prior to the
Christmas holiday.

Ms. Gray distributed FY16 Intake and Outgoing numbers for the General Counsel
section, which numbers included request for review and non-request for matters, as
tracked on a monthly basis.

Ms. Gray distributed the latest Labor Law updates.

New Business
None

Old Business
None
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VIl.  Public Comment
None

VIIl. Executive Session
None
IX.  Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 p.m. Motion made by Commissioner Nabi,
seconded by Commissioner Alden. Motion carried 12-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Donyelle L. Gray
General Counsel
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