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Murdock Room - IDHS 
100 West Randolph Street, Suite 5-300 
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Meeting of Panel D 
January 28, 2015 

9:30 A.M. 
 

MINUTES 
 
PRESENT:   
Commissioners:  Nabi R. Fakroddin, P.E., S.E., (Panel Chair) 
    Merri Dee  
    Lauren Beth Gash 
     
 Staff:    Donyelle L. Gray 

Evelio Mora 
  Byron M. Wardlaw 

Christine Welninski 
   

Members of Public:   
      
I. Call to Order 

A meeting of the Illinois Human Rights Commission Panel D was called to order on 
Wednesday, January 28, 2015 at 9:48 a.m. by Panel Chair Fakroddin.   

 
Pursuant to the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., it was determined that: 
 

1) A quorum of the public body was physically present at the meeting.  
 
II. Minutes 
 

The minutes from the meeting of November 19, 2014 were approved as submitted by 
staff.  Motion to approve the November 19, 2014 minutes made by Commissioner Gash; 
seconded by Commissioner Dee. Motion carried 3-0.     
 
III. Contested Matter 
  

A. Thomas J. Morrissey v. Ace Coffee Bar, Inc.  
Charge No.: 2005CA1237   ALS No.: 07-490 

 
Panel D declined review of the Complainant’s Exceptions to the Recommended Order 

and Decision thereby making the Recommended Order and Decision dated September 10, 
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2013 the final order of the Commission.  Motion made by Commissioner Fakroddin; seconded 
by Commissioner Gash.  Motion carried 3-0.   
 
IV. Requests for Review 
 

A. Wilburn Wilkins, Jr. v. Illinois State Police 
Charge No.: 2011CF0016   ALS No.: 12-0134 

  
Panel D sustained the dismissal of the charge in the above-referenced matter for Lack 

of Substantial Evidence.  Motion made by Commissioner Gash; seconded by Commissioner 
Dee.  Motion carried 3-0.     

 
B. David Thomas v. Parkland College 

Charge No.: 2011SF1786   ALS No.: 12-0136 
 

Panel D sustained the dismissal of the above-referenced matter for Failure to Proceed.  
Motion made by Commissioner Gash; seconded by Commissioner Dee.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 

C. Charles Franklin, Sr. v. Board of Trustees of SIUE 
Charge No.: 2011SP3819   ALS No.: 12-0139 

 
 Panel D sustained the dismissal of charge in the above-referenced matter for Lack of 
Substantial Evidence.  Motion made by Commissioner Gash; seconded by Commissioner Dee.  
Motion carried 3-0. 
 

D. Joslyn Ann Simmons v. Village of Maywood 
Charge No.: 2010CA3644   ALS No.: 12-0140 
 

Panel D sustained the dismissal of the charge in the above-referenced matter for Lack 
of Substantial Evidence.  Motion made by Commissioner Gash; seconded by Commissioner 
Dee.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 
E. Lorraine Cook v. FedEx 

Charge No.: 2010CF3636   ALS No.: 12-0143 
 

Panel D sustained the dismissal of the charge in the above-referenced matter for Filing 
a Complaint with the Illinois Human Rights Commission/Lack of Jurisdiction.  Motion made by 
Commissioner Gash; seconded by Commissioner Dee.  Motion carried 3-0.  

 
F. Joseph Latham v. Blue Island Police Department 

Charge No.: 2011CP1682   ALS No.: 12-0150 
 

Panel D sustained the dismissal of the charge in the above-referenced matter for Lack 
of Substantial Evidence.  Motion made by Commissioner Dee; seconded by Commissioner 
Fakroddin.  Motion carried 3-0. 
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V. Petition for Default Order 
 

A. John Vargas v. Marleny Landen 
Charge No.: 2013CH2839   ALS No.: 14-0590 
 

Panel D granted the Complainant’s Petition for Default Order against the Respondent, 
Marleny Landen for failure to file a Verified Response in compliance with Section 7A-102(b) of 
the Illinois Human Rights Act.  Motion made by Commissioner Gash; seconded by 
Commissioner Dee.  Motion carried 3-0.  
 
VI. Motions for Extension of Time to File a Reply and to File a Reply in Excess of 30 

Pages 
 

A. Denise Long v. Board of Education of the City of Chicago 
Charge No.: 2014CF1971   ALS No.: 14-0522 

 
 Panel D granted the Petitioner’s Motion for Extension of Time to File a Reply and to File 
a Reply in Excess of 30 Pages.  Petitioner granted thirty (30) days from the date of service of 
the order to file a Reply.  Petitioner granted an additional twenty (20) pages for a total of fifty 
(50) pages in which to file a Reply.  Motion made by Commissioner Gash; seconded by 
Commissioner Dee.  Motion carried 3-0.   
 

B. Denise Long v. Board of Education of the City of Chicago 
Charge No.: 2014CF1370   ALS No.: 14-0521 

 
 Panel D granted the Petitioner’s Motion for Extension of Time to File a Reply and to File 
a Reply in Excess of 30 Pages.  Petitioner granted thirty (30) days from the date of service of 
the order to file a Reply.  Petitioner granted an additional twenty (20) pages for a total of fifty 
(50) pages in which to file a Reply.  Motion made by Commissioner Gash; seconded by 
Commissioner Dee.  Motion carried 3-0.   
 
VII. Motions to Voluntarily Dismiss Requests for Review  

 
A. Martha Sams-Carey v. Fernando Grutha 

Charge No.: 2012CN2252   ALS No.: 13-0168 
 

Panel D granted the Petitioner’s Motion to Voluntarily Dismiss a Request for Review.    
Motion made by Commissioner Gash; seconded by Commissioner Dee.  Motion carried 3-0.      

 
B. Alpha Diallo v. The Westin Hotel Chicago 

Charge No.: 2014CF0182   ALS No.: 14-0292 
 

Panel D granted the Petitioner’s Motion to Voluntarily Dismiss a Request for Review.    
Motion made by Commissioner Fakroddin; seconded by Commissioner Gash.  Motion carried 
3-0.      
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C. Steven Hobbs, Sr. v. Fax Servicing, LLC 
Charge No.: 2013CF1440   ALS No.: 14-0457 

 
Panel D granted the Petitioner’s Motion to Voluntarily Dismiss a Request for Review.    

Motion made by Commissioner Gash; seconded by Commissioner Dee.  Motion carried 3-0.      
  
VIII. Motion for Order to Close Case  
 

A. Vinston Birdin v. Proviso Township High School District #209 
Charge No.: 2008CA0790   ALS No.: 10-0078 

 
 Panel D granted Petitioner’s Motion for Order to Close Case.  Motion made by 
Commissioner Dee; seconded by Commissioner Gash.  Motion carried 3-0.     
 
IX. Petition for Order to Enforce the Commission’s Order   
 

A. Illinois Department of Human Rights, Donald Lane and Roy Harris v. Idra D. Seahra 
and Gian Seahra 
Charge No.: 2008CH1974   ALS No.: 09-0313 

 
 Panel D granted the Complainant’s Petition for Order to Enforce the Commission’s 
Order.  Motion made by Commissioner Gash; seconded by Commissioner Dee.  Motion 
carried 3-0.     
 
X. Settlements 
 

1. 2014CH3100 M. Crean v. Ludwig and Company, et al. 
2. 2015CH0809 S. Skeskey v. Onan Suites Condominium, et al. 
3. 2015CH0355 S. Kappel v. T. Bielanski 
4. 2015CH0805 S. Morris v. Ehresman Management 
5. 2015CH1056 K. Hurley v. SL Wright Campus, LLC, et al. 
6. 2015CH0122 K. Jenkins v. J. Gallery 
7. 2013CH0390 IDHR & M. Powell v. J. Bucci and J & B Management Corp.  

 
 Panel D approved the above-referenced settlements.  Motion made by Commissioner 
Gash; seconded by Commissioner Dee.  Motion carried 3-0.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Human Rights Commission 
 
Panel D Minutes – January 28, 2015 
Page 5 of 5 
 
 
XI. Adjournment 
 
 Panel D meeting was adjourned at 10:23 a.m.  Motion made by Commissioner Gash; 
seconded by Commissioner Dee.  Motion carried 3-0. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Donyelle L. Gray 
       General Counsel 
       Illinois Human Rights Commission 
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