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October 30, 2015           Springfield, Illinois 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE ILLINOIS BOARD OF INTERPRETERS 
The twenty-seventh meeting of the Interpreter Licensure Board was held on Friday October 30, 2015 at 
the Illinois Deaf and Hard of Hearing Commission Office, 528 S. Fifth Street, Suite 209, Springfield, 
Illinois. 
 

I. Call to Order: 
 

Chairperson Hedding called the meeting to order at 9:26 a.m.  
 

Members Present:   
 

Lisa Caringer NO Sue Sanders YES 
Teri Hedding YES Debby Sampson YES 
Will Lee YES Shelley Williams YES 
Thomas Russell YES   

 
 IDHHC Staff Present: 
 
 John Miller, Director  

Janet Lambert, Assistant Director 
Tonia Bogener, Legal Counsel 

  
Interpreters Present: 
 
Tina Cannon 
Sheila Chapman 
 

 
II. Approval of Minutes 

 
Will Lee moved to accept the April 10, 2015, minutes as presented.  Sue Sanders seconded  
Motion Passed. 
 

Teri Hedding YES Sue Sanders YES 
Will Lee YES Debby Sampson YES 
Thomas Russell YES Shelley Williams YES 
 

III. Chair Report  
 
Chair, Teri Hedding welcomed Shelley Williams to the Board.  Chair reported on the two 
Interpreter forums held in Chicago. Forums were held at the Moraine Valley Community 
College and Chicago Hearing Society.  Topics of discussion were: Interpreter Pay rates, 
Collaboration with the Deaf Community, Collaboration with IDHHC – updating licensure 
rules with NIC certification.  
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IV. Interpreter Licensure/Testing Report  
 

• Licensure Data 10/22//2015: 
 

Licensure 
Information 

Number of 
Interpreters 

New Licenses 6 
Restoration of 
License  1 

Total Master 199 
Total Advanced 201 
Total 
Intermediate 231 

Total Provisional 27 
Total Licensed 665 

 
• Mentorship Program: 
 

We currently do not have any mentorships applications.   
 

• BEI Data 10/27/2015 
 

 Taken Passed Failed Pending 

TEP 20 15 5 0 

Basic 6 1 5  

Advanced 5 0  5 

Master 1 1   
 

• BEI Testing based on Calendar Year thru October 27, 2015  
 

Year TEPS Performance 
Test 

Total BEI Tests 
Administered 

2015 80 74 154 
2014 143 74 217 
2013 75 58 133 
2012 89 43 132 

 
Thomas Russell offered a suggestion to increase the number of “Mentorship” applications 
IDHHC could host a workshop during the September Conference specific to the Mentoring 
program available to Illinois Licensed Interpreters.   
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Teri Hedding inquired as to whether or not AOIC will be hosting future courtroom 
orientation training.  AOIC will continue to host courtroom orientation training however, 
future trainings will be comprised of both spoken language and American Sign Language 
Interpreters.  IDHHC will continue to work with AOIC to send out notices to Advanced & 
Master Licensed Interpreters of when the trainings will be held.  
 
Janet Lambert/Tonia Bogener discussed involving the Interpreter Licensure Board members 
in the review process of Interpreter Complaints.  Factors to be considered are due process 
rights, complexities of complaint cases, staffing issues, transparency in the review process.  
Tonia Bogener further explained that Illinois statue assigns authority to IDHHC to negotiate 
settlements with Sign Language Interpreters. Also the Licensure Board review will comply 
with the due process rules.    
 
Interpreter Licensure Board will review complaints starting at the March 2016 Interpreter 
Licensure Board meeting.   
 
Tonia Bogener discussed the impending Sunset Law and the potential effects on the 
Interpreter Licensure Law. No action taken at this time.  
 
Shelley Williams moved to break for lunch 12:05 p.m. Debby Sampson seconded the motion. 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 

Teri Hedding YES Sue Sanders YES 
Will Lee YES Debby Sampson YES 
Thomas Russell YES Shelley Williams YES 
  
Teri Hedding reconvened the Interpreter Licensure Board Meeting at 1:05 p.m.  
 

V. Old Business  
 

The National Consortium of Interpreter Education Centers (NCIEC) developed the Deaf 
Interpreter Curriculum that requires 40 hours’ worth of intensive Deaf Interpreter 
Training.  
 

Debby Sampson moved that IDHHC hosts 16 hours of Deaf Interpreter Training that 
will satisfy licensure requirement. Sue Sanders seconded. 

 
Shelley Williams amended to strike 16 hours and replace with 24 hours.  Seconded by 
Debby Sampson.  Motion Passed.  

 
Teri Hedding Abstained Sue Sanders YES 
Will Lee YES Debby Sampson YES 
Thomas Russell YES Shelley Williams YES 

 
Debby Sampson moved that IDHHC host 24 hours of Deaf Interpreter Training that will 
satisfy licensure requirement.  Sue Sanders seconded.  Motion Passed. 
 

Teri Hedding Abstained Sue Sanders YES 
Will Lee YES Debby Sampson YES 
Thomas Russell YES Shelley Williams YES 
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Interpreter Licensure Fund Report  
 
Director Miller provided a Power Point presentation on the Interpreter Licensure Fund.    
 

VI. New Business  
 
a. Tec Unit Certification – Janet Lambert provided background on request received for a 

listing of Cued Speech Transliterators.  Establishing a contract with the TecUnit would 
provide Cued Transliterators an opportunity to gain certification necessary for licensure.    
 

Will Lee moved to recommend IDHHC bring the TecUnit Certification Test to Illinois. 
Seconded by Thomas Russell. Motion Passed.  
 

Teri Hedding YES Sue Sanders YES 
Will Lee YES Debby Sampson YES 
Thomas Russell YES Shelley Williams YES 

 
b. Restoration Application In accordance with Section 1515.120(b) Restoration 

Application of the Interpreters for the Deaf Act. Tonia Bogener, Legal Counsel presented 
Interpreter A’s restoration application/fee and supporting documents for the Board’s 
review.    

 
Will Lee moved that the Board approve Interpreter A’s request for restoration of her license. 
Debby Sampson seconded the motion. Motion Passed.  
 

Teri Hedding YES Sue Sanders YES 
Will Lee YES Debby Sampson YES 
Thomas Russell YES Shelley Williams YES 

    
VII. Announcements  

 
• Illinois Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf will host their annual IRID conference on 

November 15, 2016 at Moraine Valley Community College.  
 

• Deaf Nation Expo November 6-7, 2015 at Harper Community College  
 

VIII. Adjournment 
 

Thomas Russell moved to adjourn the meeting. Debby Sampson seconded the motion.  
Motion passed. 
 

Teri Hedding YES Sue Sanders YES 
Will Lee YES Debby Sampson YES 
Thomas Russell YES Shelley Williams YES 
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The meeting adjourned at 3:57 p.m. 
 
 
(Signature on file)        3/18/2016   
Chairperson         Date 
 
 
 
 
(Signature on file)        3/18/2016   
Secretary         Date 
 


