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May 12, 2016          Springfield, Illinois
 
 
GENERAL MEETING OF THE ILLINOIS DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING COMMISSION 
 
The seventy-fifth meeting of the Illinois Deaf and Hard of Hearing Commission (IDHHC) was held 
on Thursday, May 12, 2016, at the IDHHC’s Office, 528 S. 5th Street, Suite 209, Springfield, IL 
62701.   
 
Call to Order: 
Chairperson Tess Fuller-Sakolsky called the meeting to order at 1:11 p.m. 
 
Commissioners Present: 

 
Public: 
See attached sign in sheet.   
 

Public Comments: 

Paula Chance from the ISD Advisory Board reports recommendations have been made to the 
Governor’s Office to revise the required qualifications for the ISD Superintendent position in the 
law to hopefully attract a wider pool of candidates. 

 

Meeting Minutes: 

Joseph Culpepper moved to approve the January 28, 2016, minutes as presented; seconded by 
Lori Krakora.  Motion passed. 

 

  

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Haydee Garcia No Cindy Janovetz No Lori Krakora Yes 

Karla Giese No Dennis O’Brien Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes 

Deloris Summers  Yes Laura Thomas No   

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Dennis O’Brien Abstain Brenda Schmidt  Yes 

Deloris Summers  Abstain     
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Special Report/Presentation: 

• Hearing Loss Association of America (HLAA) – Latest Topic 
Teresita Gonzalez 

Ms. Gonzalez provided an overview of the history of HLAA and its Mission and Values.  Its goals 
include Information, Education, Support and Advocacy.  Future goals locally include 911 Text 
capabilities, etiquette training for all hospitals and maintaining hearing loss support group meetings 
such as HLAA.  A PowerPoint presentation was provided including contact information. 

• Association of Late-Deafened Adults (ALDA):  Challenges and Issues 
Heidi Adams 

Ms. Adams provided an overview of late-deafened adults including the definition, statistics and 
communication needs.  New studies are showing that 70% of the veterans are returning with some 
degree of hearing loss.  ALDA’s communication philosophy is “Whatever Works” whether it is 
hearing aids, cochlear implants, assistive listening devices, speechreading, or sign language.  There 
are no membership restrictions.  A PowerPoint presentation was provided including contact 
information. 

• Ad-Hoc By-Law Committee Report 
Commissioner Lori Krakora 

Commission Krakora reported that the By-law Committee comprised of herself, Susan Dramin-
Weiss, Dennis O’Brien and Director Miller met on April 7, 2016.  The members discussed various 
proposals and changes.  The last time the By-laws were revised was in 2004.  Director Miller 
provided recommendations to IDHHC Legal Counsel to review.  The Committee met again on May 
12, 2016, for final review.  

 

Susan Dramin-Weiss moved for a 15 minute break; seconded by Lori Krakora.  Motion passed. 

Meeting was recessed at 2:30 p.m. and reconvened at 2:45 p.m.  

 

Chair Report: 

None 

  

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Dennis O’Brien Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes 

Deloris Summers  Yes     
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Director’s Report:  

A full written report was provided to the Commissioners. Below are some of the highlights: 

• Several Commissioners have been reappointed and two new Commissioners appointed:  
Dennis O’Brien and Karla Giese.  It is important that IDHHC continues to recruit for new 
Commissioners or to be reappointed, applications must be filed online 
at www.appointments.illinois.gov. 

• IDHHC continues to have two vacant positions (Secretary and Interpreter Coordinator).   
• Due to the budget impasse, IDHHC does not have a FY16 budget.  IDHHC is not permitted 

to process any payments for services/expenditures except payroll transactions per court 
order.  Some vendors are resistant to provide service because payments are delayed until a 
budget is approved. 

• IDHHC is a member of the Illinois Department of Human Rights – Discrimination Study. 
There are over 125 different agency/organizations involved.  IDHHC is involved in the 
following Working Groups:  Public Accommodations, Employment and Government 
Services and Benefits.   

• IDHHC participated in a video conference with other states that provide the BEI program 
along with the Arizona Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing.  The purpose was to 
discuss how each state administers the BEI.  Arizona Commission asked a lot of questions 
about IDHHC’s model because Arizona is set-up similar to Illinois including licensure 
requirements for sign language interpreters.   

• IDHHC continues to monitor legislation and ask the community to share if they learn of 
new legislation.  IDHHC has reviewed 188 legislative bills that came through this spring 
session.  IDHHC is adding a new page on its website of which bills it is currently 
monitoring.  IDHHC was contacted by Representative Harris on HB 5033 Closed Caption 
Devices Theater bill.  IDHHC provided background information and various concerns with 
the bill as introduced. 

• IDHHC’s Program Coordinator, Brandy Hayes, attended the Deaf Grassroots Movements 
National Deaf Rally on May 4, 2016, at the State Capitol. 

• IDHHC partnered with AIM Center for Independent Living and Illinois Secretary of State’s 
Office, to develop and distribute a Deaf/Hard of Hearing Communication Card for law 
enforcement and citizens with hearing loss.   The card is available on IDHHC’s website and 
in local department of motorized vehicles locations throughout the state in the future. 

• IDHHC presented at the Elderly Service Officer Training hosted by the Attorney General’s 
Office.  Participants include police officers throughout the state.  The Commission’s 
presentation discusses overcoming communication barriers, communication tips and 
resources/services available.   

• IDHHC is a sponsor in the upcoming Healthcare Interpreting Immersion Workshop on 
October 27 -30, 2016, at the University of Illinois.  This training is limited to 25 participants 
but 10 seats are reserved specifically for Deaf interpreters.    

  

http://www.appointments.illinois.gov/
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New Business: 

• SSP Task Force Recommendation 

Lori Krakora moved to accept the SSP Task Force Recommendations; seconded by Joseph 
Culpepper.  Motion passed. 

 
• FY 17 Meeting Location 

Susan Dramin-Weiss moved to alternate the location of the Commission meeting between 
Springfield and Chicago; seconded by Brenda Schmidt.  Motion passed. 

 

• Letter to Governor Rauner 

During the January meeting, Commissioner Smock discussed sending a letter to the Governor’s 
Office regarding the impact of the budget impasse on the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and DeafBlind 
community.  

Discussion:   Is it appropriate since Commissioners are appointed by the Governor’s Office and he 
is aware of the budget situation?  Some concerns were expressed on how the Governor is aware of 
these specific issues. 

Dennis O’Brien moved to close the discussion; seconded by Lori Krakora.  Motion passed. 

 

  

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Dennis O’Brien Abstain Brenda Schmidt  Yes 

Deloris Summers  Abstain     

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Dennis O’Brien Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes 

Deloris Summers  Yes     

Joseph Culpepper  No Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Dennis O’Brien Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes 

Deloris Summers  Yes     
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Dennis O’Brien moved the Commission not send a letter to the Governor’s Office; seconded 
Deloris Summers.  Motion Passed 

Discussion:  How would be the Governor be aware?  IDHHC explained it has been in contact with 
the Governor’s office and has expressed these concerns.   

 

• By-Laws Committee 

The recommendations of the Ad-Hoc Committee will be presented at the next Commission 
meeting. 

 

• Ad-Hoc Committee – Administrative Rules 

Members discussed whether there was a need to form a separate Ad-Hoc Committee to review the 
Administrative Rules for IDHHC.  IDHHC reported that Legal Counsel would make 
recommendations on rule changes.  For rule changes to become effective it must go through a 
legislative process through Joint Commission on Administrative Rules (JCAR).   

 

Election of Vice Chair 

Chairperson opened the nomination for Vice - Chairperson. Nominations for Chairperson include 
Dennis O’Brien and Deloris Summer.  Both accepted the nominations. 

All in favor of Deloris Summers: 

Susan Dramin-Weiss and Dennis O’Brien 

 

All in favor of Dennis O’Brien: 

Tess Fuller-Sakolsky, Lori Krakora, Joseph Culpepper 

(Both Deloris Summers and Brenda Schmidt abstained.) 

 

Lori Krakora moved to re-vote on Vice-Chairperson; Seconded by Brenda Schmidt.  Motion 
passed. 

Joseph Culpepper  No Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Dennis O’Brien Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes 

Deloris Summers  Yes     

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Dennis O’Brien Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes 

Deloris Summers  Yes     
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All in favor of Deloris Summers: 

Susan Dramin-Weiss, Joseph Culpepper, Brenda Schmidt and Dennis O’Brien 

Deloris Summers is elected as Vice-Chairperson. 

Open Topics: 

• Self-Advocacy Event  

The Deaf and Hard of Hearing Advocate of the Year is in its 14th year.  It is open for students from 
Middle to High School.  There is approximately 200 students that participate each year. It’s purpose 
is to recognize and honor students who demonstrate exceptional self-advocacy skills as they relate 
to hearing and/or communication.  More information is available at http://www.dhhaoy.com/. 

 

Announcements: 

• Illinois School for the Deaf Alumni Association is hosting its annual picnic on May 28, 
2016 in Jacksonville, Illinois. 

• Jacksonville Community Center for the Deaf is having a fundraiser at Buffalo Wild Wings 
watching the Cardinal vs. Cubs game on May 23, 2016. 
 

Closed Meeting: 

Susan Dramin-Weiss moved to close the meeting for personnel matters pursuant to 5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(1); seconded by Dennis O’Brien.  Motion passed. 

 
Closed meeting started at 4:56 p.m.  
  

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Dennis O’Brien Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes 

Deloris Summers  Yes     

http://www.dhhaoy.com/
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Open Meeting 

Brenda Schmidt moved to open the meeting at 5:35 p.m.; seconded by Susan Dramin-Weiss.  
Motion passed. 

 

Deloris Summers moved to accept the ratings on Director Miller’s evaluation; seconded by Susan 
Dramin-Weiss.  Motion passed. 

 

Adjournment:  

Joseph Culpepper moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:37 p.m.; seconded by Lori Krakora.  Motion 
passed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   (Signature in file)              
Chairperson         Date  
 
 
 
 
     (Signature in file)                  
IDHHC Open Meetings Act Designee     Date 

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Dennis O’Brien Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes 

Deloris Summers  Yes     

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Dennis O’Brien Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes 

Deloris Summers  Yes     

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes Amber Smock Yes 

Laura Thomas Yes     


