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January 28, 2016         Chicago, Illinois 
 
GENERAL MEETING OF THE ILLINOIS DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING COMMISSION 
 
The seventy-fourth meeting of the Illinois Deaf and Hard of Hearing Commission (IDHHC) was 
held on Thursday, January 28, 2016, at the Swoboda Deaf Center, 7050 W. Belmont, Chicago, IL. 
 
Call to Order: 
Chairperson Amber Smock called the meeting to order at 1:04 p.m. 
 
Commissioners Present: 

 
Public: 
See attached sign in sheet.   
 

Public Comments: 

No requests received within 48 hours prior to the meetings. 

 

Meeting Minutes: 

Susan Dramin-Weiss moved to approve the August 26, 2015 and September 28, 2015, minutes as 
presented; seconded by Lori Krakora.  Motion passed. 

 

Susan Dramin-Weiss moved to approve the November 23, 2015, minutes as amended; seconded 
by Lori Krakora.  Motion passed. 

 

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Haydee Garcia No Cindy Janovetz No Lori Krakora Yes 

Anil Phadke No Brenda Schmidt  Yes Amber Smock Yes 

Deloris Summers  No Laura Thomas Yes   

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes Amber Smock Yes 

Laura Thomas Yes     

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes Amber Smock Yes 

Laura Thomas Yes     
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Special Report/Presentation: 

• Office of the Illinois Attorney General, Disability Rights Bureau 
Meghan Carter, Assistant Attorney General 

Ms. Carter provided an overview of the Office of the Attorney General and its services.  Illinois is 
the only Attorney General to have a Disability Rights Bureau.  The Disability Rights Bureau work 
to protect the rights of people with disabilities to equal access in all aspects of life.  A PowerPoint 
presentation was provided including contact information. 

 

• Support Services Providers Task Force Report 
Tonia R. Bogener, IDHHC Legal Counsel 
(Presentation was provided by teleconference.) 

Ms. Bogener provided an overview of the work of the Support Service Providers (SSP) Task Force.  
The purpose of the Task Force was to determine the best approach to provide additional resources 
to the DeafBlind community.  The final report was drafted by IDHHC staff based upon information 
identified and voted on by Task Force Member.  A copy of the report was provided to all 
Commissioners for review.  The Commissioners will vote on the recommendations at the next 
scheduled meeting.     

 

Chair Report: 

• Anil Phadke has resigned.  The Commission wishes him good luck and thanks him for his 
services. 

• If interested in becoming a Commissioner or being reappointed, individuals need to apply 
online at http://www.appointments.illinois.gov. 

• The current state budget impasse is having a strong impact on the Deaf community.  IDHHC 
should sent letter to the Governor’s office on the impact. 
 

Vice-Chair Report: 

• The Commission Retreat for both Commissioners and staff is being planned for early fall.  
The focus will be to help the Commissioners and staff to get to know one another and work 
closer as a team. 
 

Director’s Report:  

A full written report was provided to the Commissioners.  

• Several Commissioners serving on expired terms.  It is important that IDHHC continues to 
recruit for new Commissioners or if want to be reappointed, you must apply online at 
www.appointments.illinois.gov. 

• IDHHC still has two vacant positions (Secretary and Interpreter Coordinator).   

http://www.appointments.illinois.gov/
http://www.appointments.illinois.gov/
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• IDHHC has started a one-page newsletter, Communication Matters.  It will be distributed 
through the IDHHC Email Alert.   

• Due to the budget impasse, IDHHC does not have a FY16 budge.  Executive Order 15-08 
instructs agencies to continue with daily operations.  Some vendors are resistant to provide 
service because payments delay until a budget is approved. 

• The OMB has begun the budget process for fiscal year 2017 (FY 17). The OMB provided 
guidelines to use in preparing the Commission’s FY 17 operating budget request.  IDHHC is 
scheduled to testify at the Senate Appropriation Hearing on April 19, 2016. 

• IDHHC continues to monitor legislation and ask the community to share if they learn of 
new legislation.  IDHHC provides information to both the legislators and Governor’s office 
on issues impacting the community.  Future potential legislation includes the Illinois School 
for the Deaf Governance and Deaf Child Bill of Rights. 

• Two new members, Laura Braucht and Laura Thompson, have been appointed to the 
Interpreter Licensure Board.  IDHHC expressed its appreciation to outgoing members, Teri 
Hedding and Thomas Russell for their support, dedication and services.   

• Pending budget approval, IDHHC is planning to host a Deaf Interpreter workshop. 
• Rosemary Edwards, Chairperson of the IAD Emergency Alert and Accessibility Committee, 

contacted IDHHC regarding the ASL emergency preparedness videos.  IAD is looking to 
possibly collaborate with IDHHC on new video about communication access and 
interpreters in shelters. 

• Deaf Grassroots Movements is hosting a National Deaf Rally.  In Illinois, it is being held on 
May 4, 2016 at the State Capitol.  IDHHC is NOT overseeing this. 

Lori Krakora moved for a ten minute break; seconded by Susan Dramin-Weiss.  Motion passed. 

 

Meeting was recessed at 3:00 p.m. and reconvened at 3:13 p.m.  

New Business: 

• Fiscal Year 2017 Meeting Dates 

Commissioners discussed the possibility of changing the starting time.  Commissioner Culpepper is 
looking into whether Commissioners could park at the 1st Christian Church.   

Susan Dramin-Weiss moved to meet in Fiscal Year 2017 on August 18, 2016, November 10, 
2016, February 9, 2017 and May 11, 2017; seconded by Lori Krakora.  Motion passed. 

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes Amber Smock Yes 

Laura Thomas Yes     

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes Amber Smock Yes 

Laura Thomas Yes     
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• Commission Meeting Time 

Commissioners discussed the possibility of changing the starting time.  Commissioner Culpepper is 
looking into whether Commissioners could park at the 1st Christian Church.  No changes at this 
time.  Commission Meetings will remain from 1-5 p.m. 

• Selection of New Commissioners Process 

The process is currently listed on IDHHC’s website and the Office of the Governor is responsible 
for appointments.  No action is needed by Commissioners. 

• Ad-Hoc By-Laws Committee 

Commissioners discussed the IDHHC By-Laws should be reviewed for needed changes.  The By-
Laws have not been revised since 2007. Director Miller explained the By-Laws are developed by 
the Commissioners.  However, it changes are needed to the Administrative Rules, that must go 
through the Joint Commission on Administrative Rules (JCAR).  Commissioners interested in 
serving on a Committee included:  Susan Dramin-Weiss, Lori Krakora, and Laura Thomas.  

Lori Krakora moved to form an Ad-Hoc By-Laws Committee; seconded by Laura Thomas.  
Motion passed. 

 
• Letter to the Governor’s Office  

Amber Smock moved IDHHC to send letter to the Governor addressing the impact of the budget 
impasses on the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and DeafBlind community and urges the Governor to 
resolve the issue; seconded by Tess Fuller-Sakolsky.  Motion passed. 

 

Open Topics: 

• Nursing Facilities 

Commissioners discussed concerns related to nursing homes.  There doesn’t appear to be any 
tracking of the number of individuals with hearing loss.  There is a NAD advocacy group making 
recommendations for a Deaf wing but this can be very challenging.  This may be something 
IDHHC can try to facilitate establishing tracking with Department of Public Health and/or 
Department of Aging. 

  

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes Amber Smock Yes 

Laura Thomas Yes     

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 
Laura Thomas Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes Amber Smock Yes 
Lori Krakora Abstained    
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• IDHHC Facebook 

Commissioners requested update on establishing a Facebook page.  Under the previous 
administration, IDHHC was directed to wait until CMS had set-up guidelines for agencies to follow 
for social media.  However, the new administration is focused on updating IT systems.  Once CMS 
issues guidelines, and then IDHHC will proceed. 

• ISD Governance 

No discussion.   

• Hard of Hearing Issues 

Commissioners discussed need to address more hard of hearing issues.  It was suggested that maybe 
someone from Association of Late-Deafened Adults or Hearing Loss Association of America could 
present at the next meeting. 

 

Announcements: 

• A new BEI Deaf Interpreter test is being developed by University of Arizona.  The pilot test 
was completed last fall and working on finalizing revisions. 

• IAD Illini Chapter is having a Bowling Event on February13th.   
• IDHHC’s next meeting in Springfield, IL.  Request to make public comments should be 

made 48 hours in advance to IDHHC. 
 

Closed Meeting: 

Susan Dramin-Weiss moved to close the meeting for personnel matters pursuant to 5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(1); seconded by Lori Krakora.  Motion passed. 

 
Closed meeting started at 4:00 p.m. and Open session resumed at 4:48 p.m. 
  

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes Amber Smock Yes 

Laura Thomas Yes     
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Adjournment:  

Laura Thomas moved to adjourn the meeting at 4:50 p.m.; seconded by Brenda Schmidt.  Motion 
passed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   (Signature in file)              
Chairperson         Date  
 
 
 
 
     (Signature in file)                  
IDHHC Open Meetings Act Designee     Date 

Joseph Culpepper  Yes Susan Dramin-Weiss Yes Tess Fuller-Sakolsky Yes 

Lori Krakora Yes Brenda Schmidt  Yes Amber Smock Yes 

Laura Thomas Yes     


