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Northern Region students earn DCFS college scholarships

The students highlighted here whose cases were served by programs in the Northern Region, headed 
to college with the honor of receiving one of 48 DCFS Scholarships.  The scholarship includes paid 
tuition and academic fees at any of the participating Illinois universities and junior colleges, a monthly 

stipend of $458 and a medical card for up to four years.  The recipients of the 2008 DCFS Scholarship 
were selected from more than 200 applicants, based on their record of academic achievement, community 
involvement and personal successes.  

Next year’s scholarship application process begins in January and ends in March.  Contact the youth’s case-
worker or the DCFS Offi ce of Education and Transition Services at 312-814-5959 for more information.

Jeffrey Bakken
Jeffrey, of Batavia, is a 2008 graduate 
of Marmion Academy where he earned 
a 3.60 grade point average on a 4.0 
scale. He served the Batavia Interfaith 
Food Pantry through volunteering and 

organizing a food drive.  While in high school, he was 
involved in the French National Honor Society, Na-
tional Honor Society and the JROTC program.  Jeffrey 
is now a student at DePaul University where he plans 
to study computer science and Japanese.

Celetha Chatman
Celetha, of Lombard, graduated from 
Glenbard Township High School 
where she earned a 4.23 grade point 
average.  Celetha was a member of her 
high school track and cross-country 

teams.  Outside of school, she worked as a cashier 
at K-Mart and volunteered with the Special Olympics 
and Big Brothers Big Sisters.  She attends Augustana 
University.

Milton Colbert
Milton, from Oakbrook Terrace, is 
a 2008 graduate of DuPage High 
School where he obtained a 3.11 
grade point average.  Milton received 
All-Conference honors for football 

and an Academic Achievement Award.  He was a 
state qualifi er in the slam dunk contest and earned 
All-Conference and All-Area athletic awards during 
his high school career.  He also volunteered to teach 
school bus safety guidelines to students throughout 
the city and suburbs.  Milton is now a student at 
Michigan State University studying engineering.

Jody Danna-Hoehne
Jody, of Elgin, graduated from Elgin 
High School where he obtained a 4.23 
grade point average and was ranked 
26th in a class of 472.  His high school 
achievements include Freshman, Ju-

nior and Senior High Honors, Upstate Eight Academic 
All-Conference, IHSA School and Activity Award and 
Illinois State Scholar.  He was active with volleyball, 
football, track, student council, 2008 Class Council 
and the French Club.  Jody is now attending Northern 
Illinois University.
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Robert Dodd
Robert, from Manteno, is a 2008 
graduate of Manteno High School, 
where he earned a 4.20 grade point 
average and a score of 22 on his ACT.  
He played varsity soccer and football 

for Manteno High.  Robert’s awards and honors 
include being ranked in the top 40 soccer players in 
the State of Illinois, NIU Soccer Camp All Star Team, 
MHS Coaches’ Choice Award, Most Outstanding 
Athlete Award and the Chicago Fire All-State All-
Academic team as well as many others. He was a 
Red Cross blood donor and participated in many 
service activities through his Boy Scout Troop.  Now 
he is at Eastern Illinois University, planning to major 
in criminal justice.

Andrew Ehrich
Andrew, of Frankfort, graduated from 
Peotone High School.  He earned a 4.2 
grade point average and was ranked 
39th in a class of 155.  He was active 
with his high school band and poetry 

club.  His volunteer activities included teaching per-
cussion to children.  Now he attends Eastern Illinois 
University, studying psychology.

Ryan Fagerson
Ryan, from Cary, is a 2008 graduate 
of Cary-Grove High School where he 
earned a 3.78 grade point average 
and a score of 28 on his ACT.  He 
participated on the football and track 

teams and was a member of the choir.  His honors 
include varsity football letter winner, high honor 
roll and Illinois State Scholar.  While in high school 
Ryan volunteered with an Honors Environmental 
Science class.  Now he is a student at Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale, majoring in business/
engineering.

Nathaniel Griffi n
Nathaniel, of Gurnee, graduated from 
Warren Township High School.  He 
earned a 3.19 grade point average and 
was ranked 359th in a class of 937.  He 
was an active member of the Warren 

Township High School football team.  Outside of 
school, Nathaniel was involved in several fund raisers 
in his community including the Y-Me Breast Cancer 
walk and the Walk For Life.  He participated in food 
drives and the Des Plaines River clean up project.  
Nathaniel attends the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, studying secondary education.

Vesta Hall
Vesta, of Sugar Grove, graduated from 
Howe Military School High School, 
where she earned a 3.28 grade point 
average.  Her numerous awards include 
National Honor Society member, 

National Society of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution Award, Good Conduct Ribbon, Academic 
Achievement Wreath and successful completion 
of the Cadet Challege.  Vesta’s community service 
included volunteering at a local nursing care center 
and participating in Conservation Restoration Group 
outings and Earth Day activities.  Now she is a student 
at Northern Illinois University.

Zehabu Herd
Zehabu, from Naperville, is a 2008 graduate of Naper-
ville North High School where she earned a 3.41 grade 
point average.  While in high school she participated 
in OASIS, the Human Rights Club, Environmental Club, 
Key Club, AIDS Awareness and was a member of the 
soccer team.  She now attends Hope College, where 
she plans to study psychology and education.

Gregory Keller
Gregory, from Bradley, graduated from 
Bradley-Bourbonnais High School.  He 
earned a 4.12 grade point average and 
a score of 27 on his ACT exam.  His 
high school awards include Illinois 

State Scholar, Scholastic Achievement Awards, and 

Scholarships, con’t.
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Advisory councils give voice to 
caregivers and youth
The Northern Region Foster Parent Advisory Council 
will meet November 11 in Waukegan.  The meeting 
is from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., with a light dinner served.  
The group holds meetings in locations that rotate 
among the DCFS offi ces to allow more caregivers to 
attend and get involved.  The local meetings serve 
as a platform for foster parents to learn about new 
and proposed policies and to air concerns that could 
affect other caregivers.  Issues brought up in the 
region can also fi lter up to the Statewide Advisory 
Council.  Attendance is open to all the region’s foster 
and adoptive parents, however an RSVP is required.  
Contact Robyn Harvey at 815-986-8672.

Youth from Northern Region also have an opportunity 
to make their voices heard.  The Regional Youth 
Advisory Board is open to youth age 14 or 21 who 
are in foster care as well as young people who have 
been adopted or those in residential programs.  The 
RYAB teaches youth to be advocates for themselves 
and others, while they develop leadership skills.  

To become a member, youth must fi ll out an appli-
cation and submit letter of recommendation from a 
caseworker, guardian or school offi cial.

The Northern Region board meets on the third 
Tuesday of every 
month from 6 to 
8 p.m. at the DCFS 
regional office, 
located at 8 E. 
Galena.  Dinner 
is provided.  To 
join a meeting, 
y o u t h  m u s t 
RSVP by phone 
t o  3 1 2 - 5 8 8 -
3841 or e-mail 
r _ g i l l i s o n @
yahoo.com.

Top 10 awards for Bible Quizzing. He volunteered 
in his community through church mission trips and 
Vacation Bible School, as well as activities through 
National Honor Society.  Gregory is a student at 
Illinois State University, majoring in accounting.

Robert McAuliff
Robert, of St. Charles, is a 2008 graduate of St. 
Charles North High School where he obtained a 
4.09 grade point average and an ACT score of 31.  
He was a member of the wrestling team, along with 
participating in the Adventure Club and the French 
National Honor Society.  He also received the Rising 
Star Award and was named an Illinois State Scholar.  
Robert attends Elgin Community College and plans 
to study zoology.

Melisa Ori
Melisa, from Antioch, graduated from 
Antioch Community High School with 
a 3.43 grade point average.  While in 
high school she participated in student 
council, volleyball, softball, Psychology 

Club, Jobs for Illinois Graduates, and Snowball.  She 
also volunteered at her church summer camp.  She 
received accolades including the “You Make a Differ-
ence” award, athlete of the month, senior leader, and 
numerous athletic recognitions.  Melisa attends the 
College of Lake County to study criminal justice.

Nicole Sikora
Nicole, of Fox Lake, is a 2008 graduate of Grant High 
School where she earned a 3.68 grade point average 
and a score of 26 on her ACT exam.  In high school, 
she served as a copy editor and a managing editor for 
Publications.  She gained experience as a caregiver to 
young children.   Now Nicole is a student at Harper 
College, studying psychology.

Northern News
Regional Reporter
Catherine Johnson
DCFS Reporter
841 N. Lake
Aurora, IL 60506
Phone: 630-844-8400
Fax: 630-844-8968
Catherine.Johnson2@illinois.gov

Anyone can call the regional re-
porter with foster parent association 
news and schedules; local training 
notices; features on foster families 
and community members working 
for children; photos; and ideas for 
news articles or supportive services 
that would be helpful for caregivers 
to know. 



Northern News • Regional 4 Volume 5 • 2008

Northern Region Training Calendar

Foster PRIDE In-Service Modules Educational 
Advocacy

6 training hrs.

It is mandatory for one foster parent 
in each family to attend Educational 
Advocacy Training in order to be re-
licensed. Educational Advocacy Training 
is offered following each Foster PRIDE/
Adopt PRIDE training and many additional 
times.  This six-hour course covers 
information foster parents need to know 
so that they can advocate for their foster 
children’s educational rights and needs.

Aurora Comfort Suites City Ctr.
Nov. 4 & 6 (Tue/Thu) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Elgin Judson University
Nov. 4 & 6 (Tue/Thu) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Kankakee Kankakee Comm. College
Nov. 5 & 10 (Wed/Mon) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Love’s Park Illinois Mentor
Nov. 4 & 6 (Tue/Thu) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Nachusa LSSI
Dec. 1 & 3 (Mon/Wed) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Naperville Zion Lutheran Church
Dec. 6 & 13 (Sat) 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Rockford Camelot
Oct. 14 & 16 (Tue/Thu) 6-9 p.m.

Dec. 2 & 4 (Tue/Thu) 6-9 p.m.

Rockford CHASI
Oct. 25 (Sat) 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Dec. 16 & 18 (Tue/Thu) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Romeoville Comfort Inn
Oct. 28 & 30 (Tue/Thu) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Dec. 1 & 3 (Mon/Wed) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Waukegan Ramada Inn
Dec. 2 & 4 (Mon/Wed) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Child Trauma
This four-hour course helps caregivers 
recognize the signs of trauma and 
understand how to work with children 
who have experienced trauma.

Elgin Judson University
Dec. 13 (Sat) 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Rockford Camelot
Nov. 1 (Sat) 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Rockford CHASI
Oct. 13 & 15 (Mon/Wed) 6:30-8:30 p.m.

All caregivers are welcome to attend PRIDE In-Service Training. Advance registration is 
required. Training dates, times and locations are subject to change. Detailed address 
information will be provided with registration.

Module 4 - The Sexual Development of 
Children and Responding to Child Sexual 
Abuse (9 training hours)
Participants learn to differentiate normal 
from problematic sexual behaviors in 
children and youth, signs and symptoms 
of sexual abuse and ways to help sexually 
abused children recover.

Aurora  Comfort Suites City Ctr.
Oct. 11 (Sat) & 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
     Oct. 18 (Sat) 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Elgin Judson University
Nov. 15, 20 & 22 (W/M) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Waukegan Ramada Inn
Nov. 4, 6 & 13 (Tue/Thu) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Module 12 - Understanding and Promoting 
Preteen and Teen Development (6 training 
hours)
This new course will assist Caregivers to 
identify developmentally appropriate ways 
to best promote healthy development for 
preteens and teens who have experienced 
abuse, neglect and trauma.  This six-hour 

module will help foster/adopt caregivers to 
understand the teen brain development and 
the impact of trauma and loss on preteens 
and teens.  Participants will learn specifi c 
strategies that caregivers can use fostering 
teenagers in the day to day life of the foster 
family.

Nachusa LSSI
Nov. 17 & 19 (Mon/Wed) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Romeoville Comfort Inn
Nov. 4 & 6 (Tue/Thu) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Waukegan Ramada Inn
Oct. 13 & 15 (Mon/Wed) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

    
The Teen in Family Foster Care: Supporting 
Attachment (6 training hours)
This training will help foster/adopt 
caregivers to understand how early 
attachment experiences have impacted 
the teen’s development. 

Kankakee Kankakee College
Oct. 18 (Sat) 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Rockford CHASI
Nov. 1 (Sat) 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Romeoville Comfort Inn
Nov. 13 & 18 (Thu/Tue) 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Caregivers must register 
to attend any of these 

training classes. 

Call the DCFS Offi ce 
of Training 

877-800-3393
toll free  


