African American Advisory Council Minutes
Michael Burns, Chairperson
February 19, 2014

Attendees
PRESENT:
Keith Smith Shirley Barsh Michael Burn
Fayette Coleman-Gill Jackie Johnson Rhonda Laye
Tracy Marshall Angela Hassell Diane Cottrell

Robin Albritton

Via phone:

Audrey Sneed-Morton
Bremen Campbell
Veronica Matteson

Order of Meeting

Meeting called to order at 10:30am

REVIEW OF MINUTES:

CHAIRMAN REPORT/PEP:

Michael Burns attended the African American Commission conference in
Springfield. The goal is to identify pertinent issues that need to be addressed,
and workshops were centered on those areas. It was recommended that
schools should have technological boards to seek funding for the purpose of
addressing technological deficits of students. The Commission has community
meetings weekly on Tuesdays from 10-12pm.

Michael Burns attended the Black Caucus Soiree for Black History month.
Michael Burns met with the National Association of Black Social Workers.

There is still hope to have the Office of Racial Equity to move forward with the
training. However we have a new Director and it is unclear as to the timeframe.



It is also noted that the Governor is proposing we no longer service youth
between 18-21, and a staff reduction of 271.

DUALLY INVOLVED YOUTH:

Fayette Coleman Gill met to address this population. She started the paper to
address the criteria and issues/concerns of this population. She was advised to
proceed.

CONFERENCE:

Michael Burns has been talking with training about the potential of free space.
There may be some at Governor’s State. However most recently he was
informed that due to the current executive order, no conferences are being
planned. Still, Michael will meet with the university partners to explore various
options/alternatives.

NEWSLETTER:

Bremen Campbell reports that he submitted the first draft of newsletter to be
reviewed/edited. JR is identifying photos to add to the newsletter. He may add
one more article re: dialogues.

A.A. SERVICES:
No report.

TRAINING COMMITTEE:
No report.

STATUS REPORT/HOST FAMILIES:
Up to date.

MEMBERSHIP:

Diane Cottrell contacted Renee Heard and Jataun Rollins to inform them that
they have been accepted for membership, and were invited to the March
meeting.

LEGISLATIVE:
Christopher Boyster the DCFS Legislative Liaison and Michael was introduced to
his staff by Bob Blackwell.



FOSTER HOME RECRUTIMENT AND STATEWIDE STRATEGY:

A meeting still needs to be set up. There was discussion as to how recruitment
should be approached. This body has advocated for recruiter positions and this
was accomplished under Director Calica. There is a concern that there is
breakdown in keeping those who are interested in fostering to have regular
communication throughout the licensing process. It was noted that at the last
joint meeting between the Advisory Council/Committees it was agreed to draft
a letter of recommendation pertaining to recruitment for the Director. The joint
ad-hoc committee has met twice and is gathering information for the letter.

REGIONAL DIALOGUES:

Cook S still needs to submit their report. There was discussion as to how this
would be presented. It was further suggested that someone from each region
attend the meeting that will be established with Director Sheldon.

NEW BUSINESS:
Jimmie Whitlow’s retirement party is set for 3/14/15.

Meeting adjourned at 11:56am

NEXT MEETING: March 19, 2015 @ 1911 S. Indiana, Chicago, IL, 10t Floor



