African American Advisory Council Minutes

Michael D. Burns, Chairperson
March 17, 2016

| ATTENDEES:
Robin B. Albritton Tracy Marshall
Shirley Barsh Veronica Mattison
Bremen Campbell Jere Murry
Millie Donelson Kilanzo Musau
Dr. Anthony Grady James Robinson (J.R.)
Renee Heard Audrey Sneed-Morton
Jacqueline Johnson Lori Welcher-Evans

Rhonda Laye

Phone Participants
Carole Herman-Armstrong
Michelle Carter

Guest
Martrice Manuel

The meeting was officially called to order by Vice-Chair, Tracy Marshall at
10:05 am.

| ORDER OF MEETING:

REVIEW OF MINUTES:

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT & PERMANENCY ENHANCEMENT PROJECT (PEP):
Vice Chair Tracy Marshall provided the Chairman’s report on behalf of
Michael D. Burns. Members are encouraged to be courteous and
respond to emails from the Chairman in a timely manner. Mike wants
council members in the Central Region to attend an event on Monday,
March 21, 2016 at lllinois State University. The eventis entitled, “College
Success Among Foster Youth”. Council members will make a decision
and vote on T-shirts today.

GUEST PRESENTATION:

Martrice Manuel is the Associate Director of Alternate School Network. His
office is located at 1807 W. Sunnyside in Chicago, Il 60640. There are a
total of 21 campuses. Alternate School Network serves 400 wards a year.
They must have an active case prior to being referred for the program.
An assessment is completed on the youth. The youth must have between
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18 and 24 credits. Over 1,000 youth have graduated from the program.
Mr. Martrice Manuel can be reached via his office phone at 773-728-4030
or via cell phone at 773-617-3527.

CONFERENCE UPDATE 2016:

The conference will take place on June 3, 2016. The theme will be
“Uncovering Interests, Skills, And Talents Along The Pathway To
Permanency For African American Youth”. The venue will take place at
lllinois State University Alumni Center, located 1101 N. Main Street. There
will be no lodging reimbursement or mileage reimbursement. The council
is looking at Jason’s Deli or Panera Bread to cater the meal. The keynote
speaker is Kashif. The Master of Ceremony will be Clifford Benson. The
Director has contributed $5,000.00 towards the conference. Veronica will
contact the Chicago Bureau of Tourism in an effort to secure trinkets. The
save the date for the conference is now posted on the D-net.

NEWSLETTER:

Bremen Campbell circulated a rough draft of the Newsletter for council
members to review. Lori reported that information about all retirees for
2015 was finally received this week via email and all retirees will be
acknowledged in the Newsletter Article. Highlights of Black History Month
Celebrations across the Department will also be acknowledged in the
next newsletter article. Council members agreed that each region will
need to do their part to ensure that all regions are represented in the
newsletter article. Members will continue to provide a status report on
their perspective region’s activities, challenges, accomplishments and
etc.

AFRICAN AMERICAN SERVICES:
This agenda item was tabled.

TRAINING COMMITTEE:

JR reported that the brochure has been updated to include new Council
members. JR reported that he presented at the new hire class as well as
he will present at the other 2 new hire classes which are currently in
training. Carole reported that there is a new staff member in Decatur.

STATUS REPORT-HOST FAMILIES/CARE PACKAGES:

Shirley related that she will follow-up with our college student to confirm
her correct address in order for her to receive her care packages from
Council members.
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MEMBERSHIP:
No new inquiries.

LEGISLATIVE:

Jere stated that AFSCME is not willing to negotiate with the Governor.
Legislative says that Fictive Kin proposed that foster parents be included
as Fictive Kin. The issue is that there have been failed adoptions and
guardianships that have failed as well.

FOSTER HOME RECRUITMENT & STATEWIDE STRATEGY:
This agenda item was tabled.

JOINT MEETING:
This agenda item was tabled.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH:

JR reported that the Black History Month Celebration was held at Kennedy
King College. Over 225 employees/retirees were in attendance. There
were lots of activities. JR will try to have photos of the event on the shared
drive. The photos of “Man Talk” are on the shared drive now. Veronica
reported that employees at 17 N. State did not receive any information
about the Black History Month Celebration. Jim Rose was Master of
Ceremony. JR’s pastor was the guest speaker.

BUSINESS UPDATES:

NEW BUSINESS:

» Council members voted on new t-shirts.

» Audrey will reserve the conference room for the next meeting.

» The Progressive Partners Action Team that Tracy is a part is planning
to host a social gathering to try to recruit and get their community
partners involved.

» Robin mentioned how the Director spoke about the Immersion Sites
and the BH Decree.

» The Strategic Planning Committee met this morning at 9:00am to
discuss lack of resources, training and hiring/recruitment.

>
The meeting was officially adjourned at 12:03pm.

The next meeting is scheduled for April 21, 2016 at 1911 South Indiana.
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