BEFORE THE ILLINOIS TORTURE INQUIRY AND RELIEF COMMISSION

in re:

Lo ]
Claim of William Atkins TIRC No.: 201 1.0@-

CASE DISPOSITION
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Pursuant to 775 ILCS 40/45(c) and 2 111. Adm. Code 3500.385(c), it is the %ﬂlSléﬁ ofhe
Commission that there is not sufficient evidence of torture to conclude that the Claim is Efédible,
and therefore it does not merit judicial review. This decision is based upon the Findings of Fact
and Conclusions set forth below, as well as the supporting record attached hereto,

Findings of Fact

1. In his Claim Form attached as Exhibit A, Claimant William Atkins (“WA”) states that
in 2003 in a visiting room at Logan CC' he was subjected to racial slurs, a “juice
thing” was put in his mouth, and Detective Daniel Engel choked him twice with his
tie until WA lost consciousness and partial false teeth in the back of his mouth were
broken.

2. WA moved before trial to suppress his statements: the written motion is consistent
with his TIRC allegations. Indeed, the allegations regarding coercion appear to have
been photocopied from a document written by WA. WA testified in a manner
basically consistent with his TIRC Claim.

3. At the hearing an IDOC employee testified to the setting where the meeting took
place.” As set forth in Exhibit B, the visiting room is located in the main
administration building, which is near the entrance to the facility for both visitors and
incoming staff. All staff and visitors pass by the door. There are no windows in the
room,except for one in the door. That window does have a vertical blind. There are
three such visiting rooms in that area. (Transcript of Proceedings dated April 16,
2008, at 19)

" WA was in the custody of IDOC on another offense. The conviction underlying the TIRC Claim involves a 1981 case
where new DNA technology led to the questioning of WA in 2003.
% In his TIRC interview WA agreed in all essential respects with the description given by the witness.
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4. Inhis TIRC interview, when asked why he didn’t yell or scream, WA said he was
surprised and unable to. He also stated that DOC and /or Cook County Jail records
would corroborate his allegations about his broken teeth.

5. Subpoenas were issued by TIRC and records were received from both sources. They
reveal that, although WA has had problems with his teeth’, there is no mention of any
partial false teeth being broken or any complaint of damage to his teeth from being
choked with a tie.

Conclusions

1. There is not sufficient evidence of torture to conclude that the Claim is credible
because:

a. The undisputed location of the alleged abuse makes it unlikely that it
occurred: it is far more public and visible than an interrogation room in
the back of a police station, and it seems to be an extremely risky place
to be choking somebody into unconsciousness;

b. Although WA has been reasonably consistent in making his claim, the
Claim is not corroborated by WA’s dental records or by any other
evidence;

c. WA’s explanation for not screaming or yelling so that someone
outside the room would hear does not seem credible; and

d. None of the accused has any history of abuse known to TIRC,

2. Since there is not sufficient evidence of torture to conclude that the Claim is
credible, the Claim should not be referred for judicial review.
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Cheryl St \l§s
Chair
Hlinois Torture Inquiry and
Relief Commission

DATED: May 20, 2013
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* He was treated at Cermak Hospital in 2004 for advanced periodontal disease, and he had a tooth extracted in
2008.



EXHIBIT A:

William Atkins Claim Form



STATE OF ILLINOIS
Torture Inquiry and Relief Commission
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EXHIBIT B:

Excerpts of Transcript of Proceedings in 03 CR 4836,
People v. Atkins, dated April 16, 2008
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STATE OF TLLINOTS )
)i Ss
COUNTY OF C O O K }

I THE CIRCIJIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CRIMINAL DIVISTION

THE PEOPLE OF THE )
STATE OF ILLINOIS }
) Case No. 03 CR 4836
Vs . )
)
WILLIAM ATKINS )
IVORY LOYD }
REFPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

BE IT REMEMBERED that on the 16th day of
April, 2008, this cause came on for hearing
before the Honoranle BERTINA E. LAMPKIN, Judge
of said Court, upon the indictment herein, the
defendant h@ving entered a plea of not guilty.

APPEARANCES:
HON. RICHARD DEVINE,
State's Atlorney of Cook County, by
MR. WILLIAM DELANEY,
MR, JAMES PAPA,
M5. PHYLLIS PORCELLI,
Assistant State's Attorneys,
Appeared on behalf of the People;

HON, EDWIN BURNETTE,

Public Defender of Cook County, By:
MS. DAYNA WOODBURY,

M5, AMY THOMPSON,

Asslistant Public Defenders,

appeared con behalf of the Defendant.

Kenneth Madoch

Cfficial Court Revorter

Circuit Court of Cook County

County Departmont-Criminal Division
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A Yes, I did speak with them.

Q Do you recall specifically which of
those individuals?

A No, I can't recall exactly which one I
spoke to at that time.

Q0 And where did that take place?

A I would have spcken to them possibly in
person as -- some of the time I make the
arrangements for the incoming law enforcement
staff to be escorted to an interview room. I do
that by telephone. I usually talk with law
enforcement persons advising them of information
that I need at the conclusion of their visit.
Sometimes ;épending on the case, I may
personally go up and escort those people back
and sit them in a room.

Q0 Do you recall what happened in this
case?

A I do not recall in this case.

Q0 Are you aware 1f those individuals were
brought to an interview room?

A T am aware that they were brought to
the interview rooem, that's correct.

0 And where is that rcom located?
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A Located in.our administration building .
which is I guess at Tear the entrance to the .

.

facility for visitors and incoming staff as.

well.

¢ Can you describe the room itself?

A The ;pom5itse1f'is probablyra.lo'byclz
room ‘that has no windows_in it. It has one door

leading into it which has a window. That window
has a vertical blind an attached to . it.. There
is a table, couple of chairs, maybe a settee
type of couch in that room. Other than that
there is nothing else in the room, no telephones
or anything e}se.

Q Aregihere any other interview rooms
close to that one?

A Yes, there is approximately 3 interview
rooms in all that are in that general vicinity.

Q And you stated that you made
arrangements for Williams Atkins to be brought
to that room as well, is that correct?

A Yes. Williams Atkins would have been
notified by our main gate staff, actually
through the main gate staff would have notified

the housing unit staff who would have had him
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