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Illinois Department of Labor’s OSHA Division to Participate in Governor’s Tent and Other Fair Activities, Plus Tips on How to Stay Safe While Having Fun  

SPRINGFIELD—[INSERT DATE]. Summer is a busy season for the Illinois Department of Labor, particularly for our Amusement Ride and Attraction Safety Division. With children out of school, endless summer fairs, carnivals, festivals and visits to various amusement parks, our inspectors have their work cut out for them. In fact, our inspectors are responsible for ensuring all rides at the State Fair pass inspection and are safe to operate. You may even see some of them walking around this week keeping everything in check.

Our Fair Labor Standards Division will provide trainings for State Fair Vendors. The training is coordinated by the Sangamon County Health Department and will be held in the Emmerson Building. For those interested in attending, the trainings will be held at the following dates and times:
· Tuesday, August 11, 2015: 2:00pm
· Wednesday, August 12, 2015: 10:00am and 2:00pm
· Thursday, August 13, 2015: 10:00am and 2:00pm
· Friday, August 14, 2015: 10:00am

Make sure to also swing by the Governor’s Tent to take a peek at our Illinois OSHA exhibit, and live, interactive grain bin rescue demonstration. The Illinois Fire Services Institute has partnered with us to help educate and engage the public on health and safety practices. Did you know: 
· 9.56% of Illinois total economic output is generated by the agricultural and 
· Illinois’ agricultural commodities generate $19 billion annually.
· Family farms make up 97% of Illinois agricultural industry.
· 7 out of 10 grain bin accidents happen on family farms.
· Grain bin accidents/fatalities have been on the rise in Illinois, and the state now ranks 2nd nationally for such incidents.  We need to turn this statistic around by raising awareness, educating and offering training resources.

A video of this type of grain rescue demonstration can be viewed at:  https://youtu.be/pzzHe0oGVyY?t=50s. But it is much better in person!

Lastly, please keep in mind the following tips on how to stay safe while having fun: 
· You know your child best; watch before you ride.
0. While your child may be tall enough to ride an amusement ride, the ride still may not be appropriate for him or her. Before you put your child on a ride, please watch it first before allowing your child to go on the ride. That way, your child will see what to expect of the ride.
1. Don’t put children on rides they are afraid of.
1. Some children are afraid of heights, some are afraid of the dark and others have trouble staying seated. Make sure to tell your child not to try to get off the ride, even if he or she becomes afraid. If your child gets scared, ask the operator to stop the ride.
1. Follow minimum height, age, weight and health restrictions – they are in place for your safety.
2. Read the warning sign aloud with your child and point out the ride operator and the exit and entrance locations.
1. Keep small children away from the open side of a ride.
3. Always seat children in the inner area of a ride, away from any doors or openings.
1. Watch your child if or he or she is being seated/assisted by a ride assistant.
4. Illinois law requires owners to conduct criminal/sex offender background checks on all ride operators and assistants; however, it’s best to watch your child when he or she is getting on and off the ride to ensure they are safe.
1. Always use the ride’s safety equipment - seatbelts, lap bars, etc. – but be aware of their limitations.
5. A lap bar, for example, may not be able to prevent a small child from sliding around on the seat and would put the child at risk of falling out.
1. Tell children to keep their heads, hands, feet and arms inside the ride.
6. Listen for operator instructions about maintaining safety while on the ride.
1. Don’t assume a ride is safe for children if you hold on to them.
7. If you hold on to your child, you can’t look after yourself, and you may put both you and your child at risk.
1. Teach children what to do if they become separated from you.
8. Point out uniformed park employees who can help them and designate a conspicuous spot as a meeting place. Write your mobile number on a small piece of paper for the child in case he or she gets lost so an adult assisting them can contact you.
1. Be sure your child is dressed for safety.
9. Make sure your child wears closed-toed shoes or sneakers and avoids wearing any loose clothing and jewelry. Be sure to tie long hair.​
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