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BEHIND THE GREEN SCENE
For Immediate Release

SPRINGFIELD, IL – August 6th, 2015 - The Illinois State Fair offers something for everyone, literally!  Children have an opportunity to experience exciting rides, cotton candy and magic shows.  But what few fairgoers ever see is the hard work by the Illinois Department of Corrections to make the Fair a beautiful and clean event. 

The Illinois State Fair, in partnership with Illinois Correctional Industries (ICI), has created a comprehensive recycling program for the State Fair.  ICI has provided the Fairgrounds with 200 trash/recycling containers, up from 110 two years ago, which were fabricated by inmate workers out of recycled 55-gallon plastic drums. Plastic, paper, aluminum, and other recyclable materials will be collected twice daily, diverting tons of waste from Illinois landfills.

Once collected from the Fairgrounds, the recyclable materials will be categorized, sorted, and baled by ICI trainees at Logan Correctional Center.  Proceeds from the sale of the baled aluminum cans will be sent to charitable organizations.  
And, if you’ve ever wondered what happens to all that vegetable oil, used to fry the foods at the fair – we collect and recycle that too.  In fact, last year, our work crews collected more than 19-thousand pounds of vegetable oil, which was later converted into bio-diesel and synthetic oil.  

Inmate work crews also help keep the fairground beautiful.  Fairgoers will enjoy more than 125,000 flowers on the grounds this year, 95% of them were grown by IDOC trainees at Lincoln Correctional Center.  There are more than 70 varieties of flowers in the flowerbeds and in the hanging baskets that can be seen on the fairgrounds.  

It’s all part of the IDOC’s efforts to help inmate’s learn valuable skills while they are incarcerated.  The Illinois Correctional Industries division provides inmates with job skills and training to increase opportunities for employment and successful reentry into our communities upon release. ICI currently has programs operating in 18 facilities; those programs produce products and provide services. Goods include food, milk and juice, clothing, office furniture, eyeglasses, mattresses and pillows, just to name a few. ICI is a self-sustaining program; revenue generated from the sale of its products fully funds its entire operation. Check out ici.illinois.gov for more information about other ICI programs.
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