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Illinois State Fairgoers Get True Education at Piglets on Parade Birthing Center

SPRINGFIELD, IL – Illinois State Fair attendees will have the opportunity to visit the popular Piglets on Parade Birthing Center again this year.  The center, which is supported by the Illinois Pork Producers Association (IPPA) and University of Illinois Department of Animal Sciences, allows consumers to watch piglets be born and see newborn piglets up close.

"Hosting the Birthing Center gives Illinois pig farmers a chance to connect with the public and give them a true representation of modern pig farming," says Morgan Dahl, 2015 Illinois Pork Ambassador from Orion, Ill.  "Visitors can learn more about pigs, observe the pigs, and talk with farmers who care for them.  It is a great outreach opportunity."

The exhibit features hands-on activities for children and families to learn about pig farming and pork products as well.  Children will enjoy many free items, including pork coloring books and other educational materials and paper pig ears as a memento of their visit.  County pork ambassadors will join Dahl in answering questions about pigs and pig farming. 

The center is open 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Aug. 14-22, and is located near Gate 2 as part of the Farmer's Little Helpers exhibit.  Dahl helped redesign that exhibit to include real hog gates to construct a pen and plastic, life-size pigs so consumers can get a more realistic view of pork production.

"Our goal is for children of all ages and adults to learn more about where their food comes from by visiting the Farmer's Little Helpers exhibit and Birthing Center," says Dahl.
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The Illinois Pork Producers Association (IPPA) www.ilpork.com is an agricultural trade association representing more than 2,000 pork producers throughout Illinois and the Illinois pork industry, which contributes more than $1.8 billion and more than 10,500 jobs to the State’s economy. IPPA is comprised of county pork producer organizations in approximately 20 counties throughout Illinois. IPPA is an affiliate of the National Pork Producers Council and the National Pork Board.

