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PORK-Tato Debuts at Illinois State Fair Pork Patio
SPRINGFIELD, IL - You say potato, the Illinois Pork Producers Association (IPPA) says PORK-Tato.  This newest food creation will debut at the Pork Patio during the Illinois State Fair, Aug. 13-23.  The Pork Patio's taste treats have been a mainstay at the fair for more than 30 years.

"Many customers tell us they come to the Pork Patio every year to get their favorite pork item," says Chris West, IPPA At-Large Director from Petersburg and Chair of the IPPA State Fair Committee.  "This year, they also can try the PORK-Tato -- a perfectly baked potato loaded with BBQ pulled pork, covered with melted cheese and topped with bacon bits."  

The menu also still includes several favorites; pork chop sandwiches, pork burgers and pulled pork BBQ, along with the America's Cut pork chop, Chop-on-a-Stick and DaBurgers.  Pork Patio dinners are available and are served with the meat, baked potato, applesauce, roll and a drink.  

 "Our menu prices have not changed and are very reasonable for a hungry family to have a good meal," says West.  "We serve high-quality pork and food products and have plenty of seating."

Pork is donated by Cargill Meat Solutions and Farmland Foods.  The food is served by Illinois pig farmers and pork industry representatives who volunteer at the Pork Patio each year.  

"The Pork Patio would not be a success without our volunteers," says Jennifer Tirey, IPPA executive director.  "It provides an excellent opportunity to promote pork to consumers, while generating non-checkoff revenue for IPPA programs and activities.  I hope everyone at the fair will stop by and enjoy a delicious pork sandwich or food item, while supporting Illinois' pig farmers."

The Pork Patio is located in the Illinois Commodities Pavilion directly across from the Grandstand at the corner of Grandstand Avenue and the Avenue of Flags. The Pork Patio is open 10:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. daily during the fair.  The Pork Patio accepts credit and debit cards.
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The Illinois Pork Producers Association (IPPA) www.ilpork.com is an agricultural trade association representing more than 2,000 pork producers throughout Illinois and the Illinois pork industry, which contributes more than $1.8 billion and more than 10,500 jobs to the State’s economy. IPPA is comprised of county pork producer organizations in approximately 20 counties throughout Illinois. IPPA is an affiliate of the National Pork Producers Council and the National Pork Board.
