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Pig Farmers Encourage Illinois State Fair Pork Patio Customers to Fight Hunger
Free Bacon Shirt with $10 donation to Pork Power 
SPRINGFIELD, IL – Pork Patio customers at this year's Illinois State Fair are encouraged to join the Illinois Pork Producers Association (IPPA) in fighting hunger within the state.  Once again, IPPA will collect cash donations as part of the "Pork Power: Partnering to Fight Hunger in Illinois" initiative.  
For $10, customers will receive IPPA's new fun, bacon themed t-shirt, "BACON Makes Me Sizzle."  Pork Patio workers also will wear the bright orange shirts with yellow lettering to encourage donations.
"Illinois pig farmers not only want the best for their own families, but also want to ensure other Illinois families don't go hungry," says Curt Zehr, pig farmer from Washington, Ill., and IPPA president.  "We raise animals for food and want every family to have nutritious meals.  The Illinois State Fair is a great opportunity to promote Pork Power and ask others to lend their support to this worthy cause."
IPPA launched Pork Power in 2008.  In conjunction with corn and soybean farmers, Illinois pig farmers have been donating ground pork donations to seven regional foodbanks.  Farmers donate live hogs, or proceeds from the sale of hogs, to participating meat processors. The donated pork is distributed through Feeding Illinois, a partner to Feeding America - the largest hunger relief organization in the U.S.  More than 437,000 pounds of ground pork have been donated to regional foodbanks since 2008, representing more than 1.75 million meals.
In addition to making a donation, fairgoers can enjoy some delicious pork, including pork chop sandwiches, pork burgers, the America's Cut pork chop sandwich, BBQ pulled pork and the famous Chop-on-a-Stick.  New to the menu this year is the Loaded PORK-Tato, which is a baked potato loaded with BBQ pulled pork, melted cheese and bacon bits.  

The Pork Patio is located in the Illinois Commodities Pavilion across from the Grandstand at the corner of Grandstand Avenue and Avenue of Flags. It will be open 10:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. daily, Aug. 13-23.
IPPA partners with the Illinois Corn Marketing Board (ICMB), Illinois Soybean Association (ISA) and Illinois Association of Meat Processors (IAMP) for Pork Power.  Pork, corn and soybean farmers have donated funds from their respective checkoff programs to reimburse participating meat processors. 
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The Illinois Pork Producers Association (IPPA) www.ilpork.com is an agricultural trade association representing more than 2,000 pork producers throughout Illinois and the Illinois pork industry, which contributes more than $1.8 billion and more than 10,500 jobs to the State’s economy. IPPA is comprised of county pork producer organizations in approximately 20 counties throughout Illinois. IPPA is an affiliate of the National Pork Producers Council and the National Pork Board.


