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Illinois EPA Features Interactive Green Exhibit at State Fair’s Conservation World
Children Asked to Help Buddy the Frog Keep His Lily Pad Green and Clean
SPRINGFIELD – Illinois EPA Director Lisa Bonnett has announced the Agency’s participation in the 2015 Illinois State Fair Exhibits. The Illinois EPA exhibit, located in Conservation World, will highlight ways young people can be more “Green” in their everyday lives.
The Illinois EPA State Fair exhibit will ask children “Do you know what it means to be “Green?” and “Are you doing your part to be a good environmental steward?” Participants will be asked to help Buddy the Frog keep his lily pad GREEN and CLEAN. As they learn more about the environment and what being “Green” really means, students will be able to maneuver through Buddy’s wetland home. The goal is to reach the end of Buddy’s wetland and pledge to be more “Green” at home for a chance to win a prize!  

“The State Fair exhibit provides the Illinois EPA an opportunity to educate young people on the importance of protecting the environment we live in,” said Director Bonnett. “We all have a role in environmental protection, and children are becoming our best champions in promoting earth stewardship. This year’s interactive exhibit will teach the children how their actions impact the environment and its inhabitants.”

Illinois EPA’s exhibit highlights Buddy the Frog, the mascot for the Keep America Beautiful – Waste in Place program. Each year, Illinois EPA assists Keep Illinois Beautiful affiliates as they implement local programs to improve the environment through education, public awareness and community involvement.
The Illinois State Fair exhibit is one segment of the Agency’s expanded role to advocate for environmental education in young people. Illinois EPA also implements the annual Environmental Pathways statewide Poster and Poetry/Prose exhibit for fifth and sixth grade students, Earth Stewardship Day for Sangamon County fourth grade students, the Governor’s Environmental Corp Summer internship program for college students and the Pollution Prevention internship program for upper-level university students.

Adults visiting the exhibit with children can be more “Green” at home as well by entering for a chance to win a rain barrel from the Illinois EPA. The Conservation World exhibit will be open from 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. each of the 10 days of this year’s fair. The Illinois EPA exhibit is located just south of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources Building.
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