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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE				CONTACTS:
August 6, 2015						Kristi Jones		217-558-1546
								Rebecca Clark		217-785-5485

LOCAL CELEBRITIES AND AMATEUR CHEFS TAKE THE “ILLINOIS CHOPPED CHALLENGE”
Illinois Department of Agriculture tent hosts daily culinary competition

SPRINGFIELD, IL – Two amateur chefs will go head to head daily to compete like the professionals in a new competition coming to the 2015 Illinois State Fair.  The “Illinois Chopped Challenge”, hosted by the Illinois Department of Agriculture, will take place all ten days of the fair. 

Each day, contestants will be provided a mystery basket featuring four Illinois food products.  They will have 30 minutes to make a dish of their choice, using only those items and unlimited pantry ingredients provided by County Market.  There is one catch.  Contestants must use all the ingredients provided to them in their mystery basket.  Judges will score and select a winner based on presentation, portion size, creativity, practicality, flavor, texture, and doneness.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Not only is this contest fun, but it also provides awareness for the Illinois Product logo program, which indicates products that are grown and processed right here in Illinois,” said Karen Fraase, Bureau Chief of Marketing, Grants, and Promotions.  “Illinois is a leader in many specialty crops categories and ranks first among all states in food processing sales and the Department encourages consumers to look for the Illinois Product logo when making purchasing decisions.”

The Illinois Chopped Challenge will take place daily in the Illinois Department of Agriculture Tent at 5 pm, with the exception of Tuesday, August 18 at 1 pm.  Fairgoers are encouraged to cheer on contestants as they battle the clock to create a culinary masterpiece.
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