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Celebrity Beef Showmanship brings youth and Illinois’ leaders together
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. – In an effort to celebrate the state’s beef industry and the culmination of the livestock show season, the Illinois State Fair and Illinois Junior Beef Association (IJBA) have partnered to bring a little entertainment to the junior beef show schedule. The Director’s Invitational Celebrity Beef Showmanship Contest will be held Aug. 14 at noon in the Junior Livestock Building at the Illinois State Fairgrounds. 
Members of the IJBA will pair up with some of Illinois’ most well-known personalities—taking them from spectator to showman.  With assistance and coaching from youth cattle-showing pros, contestants will exhibit a beef animal and in a showmanship-type competition.  A panel of judges will evaluate the competitors’ showmanship skills and select a winner.  
“This event is very important because it shines the spotlight on the great farm families that take part in the Illinois State Fair junior beef show and allows thought leaders to see first-hand what these kids do year round developing life skills and learning how vital agriculture is to the state of Illinois,” said Reid Blossom, Illinois Beef Association executive vice president.
Among this year’s celebrities in attendance are:
Rep. Jerry Costello, Jr. 
Rep. Katherine Cloonen 
Rep. Avery Bourne 
Sen. Sam McCann 
Rep. Tim Butler 
Treasurer Mike Frerichs
Mayor Jim Langfelder
Lindsey Hess, WICS News Channel 20 reporter
Amanda Vinicky, WUIS statehouse bureau chief
Judge panel: Gov. Bruce Rauner, IBA President Mike Martz, Dr. Doug Parrett, University of Illinois

###
The Illinois Beef Association is a 2,000 member trade association representing every segment of the beef industry in Illinois; also acting as Illinois’ qualified state beef council using Beef Checkoff dollars to drive beef demand.
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