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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE				CONTACTS:
August 6, 2015						Kristi Jones		217-558-1546
								Rebecca Clark		217-785-5485

“ALL ABOARD” THE AG TOUR AT THE 2015 ILLINOIS STATE FAIR

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois Department of Agriculture is excited to announce a new attraction at this years’ Illinois State Fair.  Ag Tours, presented by BRANDT, will give fairgoers the opportunity to take a behind the scenes tour of Illinois agriculture on the Illinois State Fairgrounds.
“We are excited to give people who are not involved in agriculture a behind-the-scenes tour of the agricultural activities that go on at the Illinois State Fair,” said Director of Agriculture Philip Nelson.  “Fairgoers are encouraged to ask questions and learn from the volunteers representing each agricultural industry highlighted on the tour.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]This free, twice daily tour will depart from the Illinois Department of Agriculture tent and take fairgoers on a guided tram ride throughout the fairgrounds.  Tour participants will learn about the Illinois agriculture industry, including beef, dairy, horse racing, goats, rabbits, corn, soybeans and composting.   Each Ag Tour participant will receive a sticker and coupons, courtesy of the Illinois Beef Association and Illinois Pork Producers Association, to be redeemed at the Commodities Pavilion, where the tour concludes.

The schedule for the tours is:
· Friday, August 14 10:30am & 3:30pm
· Saturday, August 15 – Sunday, August 16 10:30am & 2pm
· Monday, August 17 – Friday, August 21  10:30am & 3:30pm
· Saturday, August 22 10:30am & 2pm

The 2015 Illinois State Fair runs August 13th – 23rd. 
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