
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF CENTRAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
CLASS SPECIFICATION 

 
 
SEED ANALYST TRAINEE POSITION CODE:  39953 
              Effective:  1-1-90 
 
DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF WORK: 
 

Under immediate supervision, participates in an agency sponsored training program of six to 
twelve months duration, receiving working assignments designed to develop knowledge and 
skills necessary for the analyzing of seed; receives controlled work assignments. 

 
ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES OF WORK: 
 
 1. Participates in on-the-job training designed to give cross sections familiarity with both 

the purity and germination sections of the Seed Laboratory. 
 
 2. Receives assignments of increasing difficulty to gain experience and education in the 

two basic areas of seed analysis; learns to analyze seeds for purity and germination. 
 
 3. Works toward completing requirements for Association of Seed Analyst (AOSA) 

accreditation in one area, purity or/and germination. 
 
 4. Attends and participates in workshops, meetings, institutes and other activities which 

will provide meaningful learning experiences. 
 
 5. Performs other duties as required or assigned which are reasonably within the scope of 

the duties enumerated above. 
 
DESIRABLE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
 Education and Experience 

 Requires knowledge, skill and mental development equivalent to the completion of four 
years of high school, preferably with a laboratory course in biology or chemistry. 

 
 Knowledges, Skills and Abilities 

 Requires the ability to learn working knowledge of the purpose of intent of federal and 
state laws in regard to seed labeling requirements. 
 Requires the ability to successfully perform on-the-job training and to successfully 
complete an agency sponsored training program. 
 Requires the ability to learn how to verify and classify materials and samples such pure 
seed, weed seed and inert matter, or crop seed using AOSA rules for testing. 
 Requires the ability to learn how to use lab equipment such as scales and calculators 
to compute readings and to make mathematical calculations for percentage or conversions 
to other units of measure. 
 Requires the ability to learn how to record results of analysis, precisely and without 
error. 
 Requires the ability to learn how to carry out written and verbal instructions associated 
with analyzing seeds. 

 


