
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF CENTRAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
CLASS SPECIFICATION 

 
 
RESEARCH SCIENTIST I 
   POSITION CODE:  38231 
              Effective:  7-1-68 
 
DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF WORK: 
 

Under general supervision, performs scientific research work of moderate complexity in the 
causes, diagnosis and treatment of mental, somatic, behavioral, aging and social disorders; 
uses biological, behavioral, or other techniques in an institution's or division's multiphasic 
research program. 

 
ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES OF WORK: 
 
 1. Performs moderately complex experimental work in conducting analyses and making 

experimental observations within limited area of specialization assigned; assists more 
experienced research personnel in the performance of more complex experiments and 
research studies. 

 
 2. Records scientific data, conducts analyses, performs computations and interprets 

results for review by project head. 
 
 3. Reviews and abstracts scientific literature relating to the research project; prepares and 

submits summaries to supervisor. 
 
 4. May intermittently supervise nonprofessional assistants in performing tests, recording 

observations and preparing data for further analysis and interpretation. 
 
 5. Performs other duties as required or assigned which are reasonably within the scope of 

the duties enumerated above. 
 
DESIRABLE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
 Education and Experience 

 Requires knowledge, skill and mental development equivalent to completion of four 
years college with major courses in either anthropology, biochemistry, chemistry, 
physiology, pharmacology, psychology, sociology, statistical-mathematical, or related 
sciences. 

 
 Knowledges, Skills and Abilities 

 Requires working knowledge of one of the above scientific fields. 
 Requires working knowledge of the research techniques of the area of specialization. 
 Requires ability to organize, direct and teach nonprofessional subordinates simple 
research procedures. 
 Requires ability to use specialized equipment in the performance of scientific 
experimental procedures. 
 Requires ability to analyze results of experiments and record scientific information. 


