ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF CENTRAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES
CLASS SPECIFICATION

POLYGRAPH EXAMINER Il

POSITION CODE: 33002
Effective: 12-20-01

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF WORK:

Under general supervision, as a journeyman polygraph examiner, performs a full range of detection
of deception examinations using the polygraph instrument as an investigative aid in various types of
criminal and internal investigations, including all but the most complex and sensitive assignments
handled in an agency which is specialized in criminal investigations; applies interrogation techniques
following an examination to elicit a statement or confession from the subject; takes admissions of
guilt, and prepares examination results in a form which is admissible in court; assists with the
investigation of criminal cases and advises on matters pertaining to criminal law and procedures;
participates in orienting new polygraph examiners, and in providing seminars to law enforcement
groups.

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES OF WORK:

1.

Conducts the full range of polygraph examinations, including all but the most complex and
sensitive cases, on subjects who are victims, witnesses, or suspects, to verify truthfulness or
untruthfulness of prior statements: (a) examiner studies background of each case, working
from police reports of case facts, talking to investigator to identify issues; (b) appraises and
evaluates the examinee's physical and emotional stability in order to judge the subject's ability
to undergo a polygraph examination, and establishes rapport with the subject through initial
discussion; examiner assures that subject is aware of rights, (that the process is voluntary,
and examinee may refuse to answer at any time); (c) examiner attaches instruments,
familiarizing subject with equipment, and begins pre-test interview to identify subject by age,
name, understanding of why test is being given, to ascertain and assure subject's
understanding of the key issues. "Do you know who committed the theft?", etc.; (d) examiner
composes ten questions, more or less, which include perhaps three relevant issue questions
mixed together with irrelevant, baseline questions "... is your name ", and control
guestions which would elicit an emotional response from a truthful person, e.g., "Have you
ever lied to or cheated anyone?"; (e) the questions are read to the subject prior to the test; the
instrument is turned on and calibrated, and several types of tests are administered, presenting
the same questions in various ways. The yes test requires that the subject answer "yes" to all
guestions, some of which would correctly be answered no. The card test (a stimulation test)
asks the subject to pick a numbered card, and answer no to all subsequent questions. The
correct card is ascertained from subject's machine responses; the more difficult tests include
peak of tension or guilt complex techniques, typically practiced by experienced examiners. A
second test presentation is typically offered, with the question set in mixed order; notations are
made along the machine tape (which records the subjects emotional responses) to indicate
the questions being asked and the type of test; (f) the machine tapes are analyzed by visual
inspection, or basic statistical methods; this analysis requires the application of considerable
skill to properly interpret test results; the total examination process takes a minimum of about
90 minutes, including 30 minutes for the examiner to become familiar with the issues of the
case.

Performs moderately difficult to complex interrogations on subjects who do not appear to be
truthful. "We feel you are not telling the truth. Is there anything you want to discuss?" The
technique draws from the examiner's understanding of relevant case facts, and often requires
resourcefulness in isolating flaws and probing inconsistencies in the subject's story, with the
purpose being to elicit a confession of guilt.
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3. Prepares brief written reports of examination findings; prepares evidence for presentation in
court proceedings; in perhaps 5% of cases, the examiner must offer testimony in court as to
the truthfulness of the subject based on an evaluation of test results; the examiner may also
testify as a witness to pertinent information furnished by the examinee.

4, Provides orientation to new, inexperienced examiners; presents seminars to civic, school and
law enforcement groups; reviews new polygraph techniques, researching same for possible
adoption as an agency approved practice; prepares report findings associated with special
studies.

5. Travels to site investigations, where necessary, transporting and setting up the polygraph
instrument in a suitable location; makes travel arrangements as required; advises local law
enforcement official on the extent of polygraph examinations required, and in preparation of
evidence.

6. Attends professional meetings and seminars relative to the functions of the profession, and
reviews current literature pertinent to the duties of the position.

7. Performs periodic quality control checks of equipment, and makes minor repairs and
adjustments as indicated, or refers equipment for major servicing.

8. Performs other duties as required or assigned which are reasonably within the scope of the
duties enumerated above.

DESIRABLE REQUIREMENTS:

Education and Experience

Requires completion of a bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university,
preferably with coursework in areas such as forensic science, police administration, physiology,
psychology, sociology, basic statistics and criminal law.

Requires valid lllinois license as a Detection of Deception Examiner.

Requires three years of professional detection of deception work experience, including
experience in criminal investigations and interrogations.

Knowledges, Skills and Abilities

Requires extensive knowledge of modern methods of criminal investigation, identification and
interrogation techniques.

Requires extensive knowledge of the care and operation of polygraph equipment and the
procedures used to administer polygraph examinations and interpret findings.

Requires working knowledge of statistical methods as applicable to chart interpretation.

Requires working knowledge of physiology, psychology and criminal law as these fields apply
to polygraph examiners.

Requires working knowledge of the rules of evidence in criminal law.

Requires ability to establish and maintain satisfactory working relationships with coworkers,
various law enforcement personnel and examinees.

Requires ability to present ideas clearly and effectively in both oral and concisely written report

form.

Requires ability to pass an agency security check.

Some positions in this class may require an appropriate valid driver's license and/or an ability
to travel.



