
 
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF CENTRAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

CLASS SPECIFICATION 
 
 
PLANT AND PESTICIDE SPECIALIST SUPERVISOR  

POSITION CODE: 32506 
Effective: 02-01-08 

 
 
DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF WORK: 
 

Under administrative direction, plans, directs and coordinates statewide programs for the 
prevention, control and eradication of insect pests and plant diseases or noxious weeds and 
the regulation of the appropriate storage, use and application of fertilizers and pesticides in 
Illinois; supervises staff, assigns and evaluates work, and provides guidance to staff; enforces 
state laws designed to prevent the introduction into, and the dissemination within, the state of 
insect pests and plant diseases; eradicate noxious weeds; regulate the appropriate storage, 
use and application of fertilizers and pesticides; and license pesticide applicators. 

 
ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES OF WORK: 
 
 1. Plans and executes a statewide program to prevent the production, transportation, sale 

or resale of plant material such as nursery or greenhouse stock and field or orchard 
crops which are infected or infested with plant pests detrimental to the agriculture of 
Illinois; directs a continuous inspection program of nursery and greenhouse stock, 
orchards and other agricultural areas to ensure early detection of dangerous insect pests 
and plant diseases; devises and controls procedures for issuing certificates of inspection 
based on review of field inspection reports; issues certificates for inter-state, intra-state 
and foreign shipments of plants and plant products; travels as needed to accomplish 
program goals and objectives. 

 
2. Supervises staff, assigns work, approves time off, provides guidance and training; 

effectively recommends and imposes disciplinary action; adjusts grievances; 
completes, discusses and signs performance evaluations; establishes annual goals 
and objectives; counsels staff on problems with productivity, quality of work and 
conduct; determines staffing needs to achieve program objectives. 

 
 3. Implements and promulgates quarantines to prevent the introduction into or the spread 

within the state or to other areas of plant pests; directs and coordinates survey and 
control programs with other state and federal agencies. 

 
 4. Confers with and advises plant and pesticide specialists on extremely complex problems 

and courses of action to pursue. 
 
 5. Plans, executes and directs a statewide program of prevention, control and eradication 

of noxious weeds detrimental to agriculture of the state; integrates county weed control 
programs with the state program. 

 
 6. Directs the examination and licensing of pesticide applicators as provided for by the 

Illinois Pesticide Act; conducts meetings to provide information on the use of pesticides 
to individuals applying for or renewing pesticide applicator licenses; prepares and 
administers written tests to individuals applying for or renewing pesticide applicator 
licenses; issues annual licenses to pesticide applicators, conducts hearings to revoke 
licenses of those violating state laws.   
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PLANT AND PESTICIDE SPECIALIST SUPERVISOR (Continued) 
 
 7. Directs and is responsible for survey of agricultural crops to establish if alleged damage 

has been caused by the use of pesticides; reviews and draws conclusions from field 
reports. 

 
8. Assists in making revisions to the Illinois Insect Pest and Plant Disease Act, the Illinois 

Noxious Weed Act, and the Illinois Pesticide Act, the Lawncare Products Application and 
Notice Act, and their rules and regulations. 

 
9. Directs the technical review of agrichemical and lawncare facilities containment permit 

applications and the issuance of containment facility permits as provided for by the Illinois 
Pesticide Act and the Lawncare Products Application and Notice Act and associated 
rules; reviews field inspection reports of containment facilities and prepares 
recommendations regarding the enforcement actions for violations of statutes and rules. 

 
10. Performs other duties as required or assigned which are reasonably within the scope of 

the duties enumerated above. 
 
 
DESIRABLE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
 Education and Experience 

 Requires knowledge, skill and mental development equivalent to completion of four 
years of college, preferably with major coursework in entomology, horticulture, botany, 
agronomy or related fields. 
 Requires three years of progressively responsible experience in plant pest and pesticide 
regulatory work. 

 
 Knowledges, Skills and Abilities 

 Requires thorough knowledge of federal and state laws and regulations concerning the 
control of insects, noxious weeds, and plant diseases. 
 Requires extensive knowledge of federal and state laws and regulations controlling the 
storage, use and application of pesticides. 
 Requires working knowledge of principles and practices of modern office management. 
 Requires ability to evaluate complex information, draw conclusions, make 
recommendations for actions, compile and maintain records and reports. 
 Requires ability to supervise specialists carrying out program within the state. 
 Requires ability to establish and maintain harmonious working relationships with 
associates, general public, and cooperating agencies and personnel. 
 Requires ability to express oneself clearly and concisely, orally and in writing. 
 May require possession of an appropriate valid driver’s license.  


