
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF CENTRAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
CLASS SPECIFICATION 

 
 
HEARING AND SPEECH ASSOCIATE 

POSITION CODE:  18231 
Effective:  12-1-02 

 
DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF WORK: 
 

Under general supervision, for a period not to exceed two years, with professional 
supervision by an Illinois licensed Audiologist or an Illinois licensed Speech/Language 
Pathologist as indicated by associate's professional training and assigned specialty, receives 
professional guidance and technical review in interpreting test results, in selecting more 
specialized diagnostic measures, and in evaluating the extent of the speech or hearing 
impairments during the fellowship year of full-time supervised professional experience; 
evaluates communication disorders related to speech or hearing impairments and prepares a 
written treatment plan for individuals with hearing, speech and language disorders; instructs 
professional staff and direct care staff in providing speech training and other services to 
persons with speech and hearing problems; evaluates and documents progress. 

 
NOTE: This trainee level allows the clinician, who does not yet hold Illinois licensure as an 

Audiologist or Speech/Language Pathologist, to fulfill Illinois licensure requirements 
for the full-time, professional fellowship "year" under supervision of an Illinois 
licensed Audiologist or Speech/Language Pathologist as indicated by associate's 
professional training, and assigned specialty and for the taking and successfully 
passing the required written examination.  In an educational program regulated by 
the State Board of Education, a type 10 standard certificate may be substituted for 
the Illinois license required for the professional supervision of positions in this class.  
Certification in the assigned specialty is an added requirement under these 
standards. 

 
ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES OF WORK: 
 

1. Under professional supervision as described above, of a fully qualified Audiologist, 
evaluates and prescribes a treatment/habilitation program for persons with hearing 
losses; uses diagnostic tests to assess both the degree and nature of hearing loss 
present; employs more specialized audiometric tests to assist in isolating probable 
causes of the hearing impairments, such as infection or obstruction in the middle ear 
versus nerve damage or deterioration in the inner ear; recommends remedial 
measures, selects and fits appropriate hearing aids. 

 
2. Under professional supervision as described above, of a fully qualified 

Speech/Language Pathologist, applies clinical techniques, speech assessment and 
therapy to individuals with disorders in the comprehension and production of speech 
and language, impairments resulting from organic causes such as birth defects, 
illness, or accident or functional causes related to mental or emotional problems, 
learning deficits or social deprivation; identifies the communication difficulties and 
recommends therapy designed to precipitate and enhance the recovery process in 
accordance with the requirements of regulatory agencies. 

 
3. Serves as a member of the diagnostic staff for both inpatient and outpatient programs. 
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HEARING AND SPEECH ASSOCIATE (Continued) 
 
 

4. Instructs professional staff and direct care staff regarding the management of patients 
with speech and hearing impairments; assists in language development programs in 
the classroom, cottages or other designated areas. 

 
5. Initiates special referrals for otological, psychological, audiological, neurological, 

dental, medical, and other special examinations. 
 
6. Writes up the evaluations for placement in the person's clinical record; contributes to 

the conduct of recipient annual reviews and other reviews by participation and 
provision of any follow-up services required; prepares written reports and official 
correspondence in regarding speech, language and audiological evaluations, 
referrals, treatment and progress reports. 

 
7. Prepares to take the written examination required for licensure by the State of Illinois 

or certification by the American Speech Language Hearing Association as an 
Audiologist or Speech/Language Pathologist. 

 
8. Performs other duties as required or assigned which are reasonably within the scope 

of the duties enumerated above. 
 
DESIRABLE REQUIREMENTS: 
 

Education and Experience 
Requires possession of a master's degree in speech pathology, audiology or speech 

and hearing disorders. 
 
Knowledges, Skills and Abilities 

Requires working knowledge of methods or procedures of speech and hearing 
habilitation and rehabilitation. 

Requires working knowledge of psychological processes of learning as applied to 
instructing persons with physical handicaps. 

Requires working knowledge of sound recorders, audiometers and other specialized 
equipment used in hearing and speech therapy. 

Requires the ability to communicate through manual communication, sign language, 
when assigned recipients who have severe hearing impairments. 

Requires ability to apply special techniques and methods in speech and hearing 
therapy. 

Requires ability to prepare summarization following research projects. 
Requires ability to review and to assess work progress reports. 
Requires ability to evaluate overall programs and make recommendations for new or 

revised procedures. 
Requires ability to understand problems of persons with handicaps and how to deal 

with them in a tactful and understanding manner. 
Requires ability to establish and maintain satisfactory working relationships with 

patients and other treatment team members. 
In addition to English verbal and written skills, candidates may be required to 

translate, speak and write a foreign language at a colloquial skill level.  Some positions 
may require manual communication skills. 


