
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF CENTRAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
CLASS SPECIFICATION 

 
 
BRIDGE TENDER 
   POSITION CODE:  05320 
 Effective:  8-16-74 
 
DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF WORK: 
 

Under immediate supervision, operates a vertical lift, horizontal swing or basque 
electrically controlled bridge. 

 
ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES OF WORK: 
 
 1. Tests to ascertain that all bells, lights, and warning signals are operational when 

starting shift. 
 
 2. Maintains constant audio and video watch for signals from boats or barges. 
 
 3. Observes that all bells, lights, and warning signals are operating and that all 

highway traffic over bridge has been stopped before opening bridge; notifies 
bridge mechanic of any equipment malfunctions. 

 
 4. Opens bridge for passage of boats; closes bridge following passage. 
 
 5. Records weather and records vessel names, sizes, directions, number of 

vessels, and time of passing in logbook; completes bridge accident report 
forms. 

 
 6. Performs routine cleanings of bridge house and approachways. 
 
 7. Performs other duties as required or assigned which are reasonably within the 

scope of the duties enumerated above. 
 
DESIRABLE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
 Education and Experience 

 Requires knowledge, skill and mental development equivalent to completion of 
four years of elementary school. 
 Requires one-year general mechanical experience. 

 
 Knowledges, Skills and Abilities 

 Requires working knowledge of the operation of an electrically controlled bridge. 
 Requires elementary knowledge of the rules and regulations governing 
navigation of inland waterways. 
 Requires ability to keep legible records and make reports. 
 Requires ability to follow printed rules, regulations and instructions given by 
superiors. 


