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Value of lllinois Main Street

Being part of lllinois Main Street provides real value to local Main Street programs in multiple
ways. As ‘grass roots’ organizations committed to using the Main Street Four-Point
Approach®, local Main Street organizations and their volunteers need both support and
expertise to affect local change. Illinois Main Street, in its role as an important statewide
resource, offers four categories of benefits:

. Networking: lllinois Main Street’s local programs actively participate in multiple
networks and share common experiences, acquire knowledge, and most importantly,
gain new ideas.

o Statewide, the lllinois Main Street program incorporates networking
opportunities as a key part of every sponsored event. Main Street Directors and
volunteers also routinely communicate with each other, at statewide events
and informally, about what really works in transforming their downtowns into
vital community centers.

o Regionally, Main Street programs work in tandem with DCEQ’s Office of
Regional Outreach staff to access a variety of resources to support their local
Main Street work. The Regional Outreach staff also serves as the liaison with
other state agencies on behalf of local Main Street programs. Examples include
programs for local communities available through the lllinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT) or lllinois’ Attorney General. This unique network enables
local Main Street programs in each region of Illinois to address issues specific to
their regional opportunities.

o Nationally, lllinois Main Street is an active Coordinating Partner with the
National Trust Main Street Center. Through this relationship, the lllinois Main
Street program participates in the truly national network of Main Street
programs. In addition to their publications and resources, the National Trust
Main Street Center organizes the annual National Main Streets Conference. This
conference allows ‘Main Street-ers’ nationally to come together--to learn about
what’s new in commercial district revitalization, and to promote local
successes.

. Training and Technical Services: The Illinois Main Street program organizes valuable
training and technical services and an annual conference for Illinois Main Street local
programs and for commercial districts organizations across the state. The dollar value
of these training and services far exceeds what any individual local Main Street
program could afford on their own. These sessions, whether held on-site, regionally,
or at the annual conference, respond to the needs and interests of lllinois’ local
programs. Statewide training sessions are typically held quarterly in locations
throughout the state. At the local level, certain sessions, such as Board training or
work planning, are tailored to the needs of the local program. All of these services
build the capacity of local Main Street programs to be successful in revitalizing their
commercial districts and improving their local economies.

° Awards and Recognition: Main Street work is hard and is done by committed local
volunteers and staff. Awards and recognition are key, not only to say ‘thank you,” but
also to recognize the often-astonishing work completed through these local efforts.
The lllinois Main Street program recognizes local successes through awards presented
at the annual conference, including a statewide volunteer of the year. Main Street
programs in lllinois are also eligible to submit nominations for the Great American
Main Street Awards announced annually at the National Main Streets Conference.

. Partnerships: Through internal and external government partnerships, including a
formal inter-governmental agreement with the lllinois Historic Preservation Agency
(IHPA), DCEQ’s lllinois Main Street program provides both services and information to
local Main Street programs. The IHPA partnership provides a range of design-related
services to local Main Street programs--from logo development to advice about fagade
improvements to historic buildings.



