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Local Food Resources for Main Street Communities 
 

 
Central Illinois Food Hub Network Partners 
 

• Heartland Community College’s Green Institute, www.heartland.edu/greeninstitute  
• Edible Economy Project - http://www.edible-economy.org/ Heartland Community College’s advisory 

group for local foods 
o Under the “Our Plans” tab is a link to the Ken Meter study on the local food needs in Central Illinois, 

http://www.crcworks.org/crcppts/ilcent11.pdf  
o Under the “Share” tab is a lot of resources in a variety of areas  
o HCC & EEP USDA- RBEG link - 

http://edibleeconomy.org/download/grant_information/2012_rbeg/2012%20RBEG%20Scope%2
0of%20Work%20Final.pdf 

• The Land Connection, http://www.thelandconnection.org/ , provides training on starting up a new farm in 
Central Illinois through its farm beginnings classes.  
- Farm Fresh Ticker - http://www.thelandconnection.org/resources-for 
producers/infographic/#.UkB3btLqzTo 

• Green Top Grocery, www.greentopgrocery.com  
 
New Farmer training 

• Building a new generation of fruit and vegetable farmers (Illinois SARE) - 
http://newillinoisfarmers.org/new_generation_app.php  

• Central Illinois – Land Connection- Farm Beginnings class, http://www.thelandconnection.org/training-
farmers/central-il-farm-beginnings/#.UkByhNLqzTo  

• Northern Illinois – Stateline Farm Beginnings, http://www.learngrowconnect.org/node/4239 
• Southern Illinois - http://eatsouthernillinois.org/Training/Training_SIFB.html 

 
State Resources 

• Family Farmed – www.familyfarmed.org – a nonprofit dedicated to promoting locally grown and 
responsibility grown food. They have developed the On-Farm Food Safety Project, a free, online tool that 
helps produce farmers develop a customized food safety plan. www.onfarmfoodsafety.org  

• Illinois Food Hub Guide, http://foodfarmsjobs.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/IllinoisFoodHubGuide-
final.pdf  

• Illinois Market Maker has market research and Illinois product listings, 
http://www.marketmaker.uiuc.edu/  

• Illinois Stewardship Alliance (ISA) - http://www.ilstewards.org/  
o Buy Fresh Buy Local Guide for Central Illinois http://www.ilstewards.org/what-we-do/local-food-

promotion/buy-fresh-buy-local-central-illinois/ 
o Farm to Table guide for restaurants - http://www.ilstewards.org/wp-

content/uploads/2013/06/Restaurant-FarmToTableGuide-lores.pdf 
o Farm to Table Guide for farmers - http://www.ilstewards.org/wp-

content/uploads/2013/06/Farmers-FarmToTableGuide-lores-1.pdf 
 
Power Point Case Studies 

• Bushel and Peck Local Market, www.bushelandpecks.com  
• Illinois Stewardship Alliance’s Central Illinois Local Flavors, http://www.ilstewards.org/what-we-do/local-

food-promotion/local-flavors/ 
• Wisconsin Innovation Kitchen, www.wisconsininnovationkitchen.com  
• Farm Market Kitchen - http://www.farmmarketkitchen.com/ 
• Station 220, www.stationtwotwenty.com  
• Local Food Challenges article - http://www.good.is/posts/four-local-food-challenges-we-need-to-solve 
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Midwest Resources  
• University of Wisconsin Center for Integrated Agricultural Systems – www.cias.wisc.edu  

- Tiers of the Food System, http://www.cias.wisc.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2010/09/tiers082610lowres.pdf  
- Innovation Kitchen, http://www.wisconsininnovationkitchen.com/ 
 

• Michigan State University Center for Regional Food Systems- http://foodsystems.msu.edu  
- Food Innovation District Report - 
http://foodsystems.msu.edu/uploads/file/Food_Innovation_Districts_guide.pdf 
- Developing a Community Food Profile http://foodsystems.msu.edu/uploads/file/resources/developing-
cfp.pdf 

 
• Iowa State University Leopold Center - http://www.leopold.iastate.edu/    

 
National Resources 

• USDA- Rural Development  
- USDA’s Regional food hub guide, 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5097957  
- USDA – Know your Food, Know Your Farmer Compass, 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=KYF_COMPASS  
- USDA’s list of food hubs, http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5091437  

 
• National Food Hub Coalition- offers a lot of resources and webinars on food hub development,  

http://ngfn.org/resources/food-hubs/food-hubs  
 

• Cornell University has assembled a comprehensive list of Local Food Resources covering the full range of 
local food topics, http://guides.library.cornell.edu/content.php?pid=84833&sid=639443  

 
• Collective Impact article written by John Kania and Mark Kramer. 2011 Stanford Social Innovation Review 

http://www.ssireview.org/articles/entrycollectiveimpact/  
 

• “Creating a Culinary Culture” Main Street Now article November/December 2012 
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