E-0017-1S
Courtney Avery RE@EEVE

lllinois Health Facilities Review Board
i acilities Review Boar 0CT 2 6 2015
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Springfield, IL. 62761

Dear Ms. Avery,

As a longtime member of the DeKalb County community and as a
member of the DeKalb County Board | am concerned about the merger
of Kishwaukee Health Systems and Northwestern Hospital. | am very
skeptical of “nonprofit” corporations that pay princely sums to their
administrators. | believe that this conflicts with the need to keep health
care affordable and to serve the public. | am also concerned about any
monopoly being able to serve the needs of the community without any
competition for their services.

Since Kishwaukee Health Systems closed their mental health unit,
DeKalb County has been underserved by the lack of facilities to serve
this population. Mental health has not been given the attention or

~ resources it deserves in lllinois and our country. | would hope that this
merger would address this problem and create a local facility for
inpatient treatment. Requiring individuals and their families to travel
further for these services would be a hardship on them.

Sinc rely_, )

Stephen Reid




RECEIVED
0CT 26 2015

HEALTH FACILITIES &
SERVICES REVIEW BOARD

Bessie Chronopoulos g-0071-~ s
423 Gayle Ave.

DeKalb, IL 60115

815 758-5978

bessie5@frontier.com

October 23, 2015

To: Courtney Avery, Board Administrator and
Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board,

As my community is faced with the proposed merger between Kish Health and
Northwestern, much conversation and preparation has taken place. This is a good thing
as the final decision will impact the health care of thousands of people for years to come.
The hope is that there will be continual improvement of health services. In fact, this is a
goal not only for those in DeKalb County but for all citizens throughout our nation.

I would like to comment on one specific aspect which has been brought to my attention
and has been a concern of mine and of many people, mental/behavioral health services.
My background as an educator of 39 years and as a local elected official for 26 years has
afforded me an opportunity to obtain an understanding and sensitivity to the need for
improved mental/behavioral health services. There is certainly a need for improved
services in the state of Illinois as well as throughout our entire nation. DeKalb can also
benefit from enhanced mental/behavioral services and this needs to be known by those
who make the decisions as to how health services are distributed.

My hope is that the proposed merger will be the start of better health care services which
would certainly include mental/behavioral health. In fact, this county can serve as a
model for what can be done in a community which has a full compliment of health
services. Imagine improved mental/behavioral health programs and facilities which
could attract more professionals to this area. Imagine taking the existing talent and
utilizing it along with the talent from a merger which could result in a pilot program that
could serve as a model for total health services for other counties throughout the nation.
There is quite a bit of potential if all the parties are willing to explore and consider the
need for total care.

Respectfully,

Bessie Chronopoulos
Retired teacher...39 years of service to Genoa-Kingston School District
Former Alderman and Mayor of DeKalb...26 total years of service
Enclosures (4)




I am including some documents...FYI

1. Email to our County Board expressing disappointment about a letter which was to be
read and hopefully approved.

2. A copy of the proposed letter.
3. My Face Book post calling for others to contact you.

4. News article about County Board meeting.




Page 1 of 1

Bessie Chronopoulos
U

From: "Bessie Chronopoulos” <bessie5@frontier.com>

To: "Mark Pietrowski" <markpietrowski@gmail.com>; <tjones@dekalbcounty.org>; "Jeff Whelan"
<JJWCB10@aol.com>; <fobarski@dekalbcounty.org>

Cc: <maskins@dekalbcounty.org>; <tbagby@dekalbcounty.org>; <bobbrown7@frontier.com>;

<kbunge@dekalbcounty.org>; <dgcribben@yahoo.com>; <jandjemerson@gmail.com>;
<sfaivre@dekatbcounty.org>; <jgcfarming@yahoo.com>; <migudmunson@yahoo.com>;
<mhaji@dekalbcounty.org>; <dleifheit@dekalbcounty.org>; <pigeonhollow@gmail.com>;
<jluebke@dekalbcounty.org>; <jmetzger@dekalbcounty.org>; <spolanco@dekalbcounty.org>;
<cporterfield@dekalbcounty.org>; <sreid@dekalbcounty.org>; <pstoddard@dekalbcounty.org>;
<rtobias@dekalbcounty.org>; <aturmer@dekalbcounty.org>

Sent: Friday, October 23, 2015 9:18 AM

Subject: Well

This email is directed to Chair Pietrowski and Vice Chair Jones along with my two CB Reps...the remaining CB members have been copied. The
hope is that this will help the members of the CB to understand the importance of following a process that allows for as much public participation

as possible as they deliberate on the various issues before them.
Listening to points of view and obtaining information when making decisions is the basic foundation of democracy. 1 sincerely hope that our CB

does not make a practice of playing political games at the expense of public participation.

Mark,
| heard and read what happened at the CB meeting regarding the mental health issue. For shame.

One letter expressing concerns for the need for viable mental health services for DeKalb County residents is a
threat to a potential merger? if anything it shows that people care and want to see continual improvement
and enhancement for all types of heaith care. In fact, that is the basic premise in bringing forth a merger with
a respected organization like Northwestem.

This is too difficult to believe, especially since the letter went through the proper channels to be placed on the
agenda. It is disappointing to learn that the County Board is tainted with political maneuvering rather

than adhering to a democratic process where concerns are brought forth pubilically for all to hear and then
interact accordingly.

Again...for shame. | am particularly disappointed with the Chair and Vice Chair who should advocate for
making sure the CB members have all information before them...instead, you played a role in withholding
information that should have been discussed publically, thoroughly, opently.

Thank you,
Bessie Chronopoulos




Mark Pietrowski, Jr.,
Chairman

Tracy Jones,

Vice Chairman

Legislative Center _ 200 N. Main Street - Sycamore, lllinois 60178 - (815) 895-7189

October 21, 2015

Mike Constantino, Supervisor
Project Review Section
Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Boarad
525 W. Jefferson St — 2™ Floor
Springfield, IL 62761

A\%

To Mr. Constantino:

On behalf of the DeKalb Coun ~.Board, T write: "thlS letter in response to the
public notice concerning the change “of 0W%é“:5h;p exerjﬁptlon application (E-007-15)
for Kishwaukee Community Hospltal inDeKalbAAL. The applicants are Northwestern
Memorial Healthcare of Chicago, If,\and KlshHealth System and Kishwaukee
Community Hospltal of DeKalb L.

The’Dgelb Cou:nty Board supports and encourages any action by the lllinois
Health Facilities, and Servmeg‘Rewew Board which would strengthen mental health
services to the cmzens of DeKalb’ County Specifically, the County Board seeks
h(igpltal mpatlent mcntal health care for appropriate individuals. The current
y -Alfernatives: avallable to egrf&tnzens are that of transporting individuals out-of-the-
. A\coumy to recelve vital services or, in many cases, transporting individuals to the local
£ jal] Neither altematwe is desirable. In addition, a hospital facility is needed in our
Cglmty that can attract psychiatrists to practice in our area and provide the
professmnal level treatment that is needed.

w, B

Tlllank you for this opportunity to submit our comments.
&

Sincerely,

Mark Pietrowski, Jr.
County Board Chairman

DeKalb Coun ty




Faseheole & A

Kishwaukee Health is about to merge with Northwestern Health...I'm sure most people in
DeKalb County are aware of this. I would assume that this will be a good development in
that it has the potential of enhancing our community's health care services.

There is a concern among many residents about the lack of mental/behavioral health care
services in our area. Indeed this is a universal concern throughout our country. Some of
the concerned citizens have made an effort to attend public hearings and visit with
various municipalities in the county to urge that elected officials write letters of support
for enhanced mental/behavioral health care services.

This type of grassroots effort might be the way to begin the process of enlightenment
needed for us to become aware of the profound need to address mental/behavioral health
concerns with the goal of improving services for our residents.

I am asking that you write a letter of support for improved mental/behavioral health care
services for DeKalb County. The information is listed below and must be sent by
Saturday (25th) in order to be received in time.

Please consider taking the time to write a letter.
Feel free to share with others and encourage them to write, too.

Courtney Avery, Board Administrator

Project Review Section

Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 W. Jefferson St. --2nd Floor

Springfield, IL 62761




Correspondence to agency
reviewing KishHealth merger

pulled from DeKalb County
Board's agenda

Published: Friday, Oct. 23, 2015 Daily Chronicle

By RHONDA GILLESPIE- rgillespie@shawmedia.com

DeKALB - The DeKalb County Board likely won't register any official
comments to a state agency reviewing KishHealth System’s merger with
Northwestern Memorial Healthcare, after a letter was removed from
Wednesday's County Board meeting agenda.

At the start of the meeting, board Vice Chairman Tracy Jones, R-District 1,
asked to remove the letter members of the Health and Human Services
Committee drafted to send to the lllinois Health Facilities and Services
Review Board.

The motion passed on a 14-9 vote and the letter never came up for the
board to officially consider.

Jones said the letter, which did not endorse the merger but rather said the
county would support any decision that would bring more mental health
services to the county, could hurt the merger plan.

The health facilities review board is the state agency reviewing the merger
proposal and will decide whether to approve it. Mental health care was one
of the main issues mentioned by residents during public hearings the state
agency held in September on the proposed merger.

“The letters that go to that commission are really about the merger, and our
letter, the way it was written, it didn’t mention anything about the merger,”
Jones said. “It didn’t support it. | personally thought it was out of place to be
bringing up the mental health issue at this time.”

But County Board member Frank O’Barski, D-District 10, said he didn’t
think the letter would have stopped anything.

“l don’t know for sure what the medical health board is going to do. But |
can't believe that this particular issue would torpedo a deal,” he said. “What




0

| can say is that, in my opinion, getting us on the record as wanting quality
mental health care in the county is a very important point.”

Jones said he discussed the letter ahead of Wednesday’'s meeting with
Tom Matya, chairman of KishHealth’s board, who said it could be ruinous.
“I showed Tom the letter, and they were very concerned that the letter
could seriously derail their merger efforts,” Jones said. “The last thing the
board wanted to do would be to hinder any efforts of the merger. | know
they've been working on this for a long time.”

The letter, which was to be signed by County Board Chairman Mark
Pietrowski, said the DeKalb County Board “supports and encourages”
actions that would “strengthen mental health services to the citizens of
DeKalb County.”

It goes on to indicate that the current local options available are not
“desirable” and explains that the county needs a hospital facility that
attracts psychiatrists who would set up practice here.

“I think [the letter] would maybe have been confusing. We want to make
this process go as smoothly and as quickly as possible,” said Matya. “The
letter really does not have anything to do, specifically, with the merger.”
He said it would be better for the county to wait until after the merger to
discuss more mental health services.

County board members like Metzger said their constituents are looking
forward to the merge and possibly having access to more health care.

“I would hate to jeopardize that now,” he said.

Board member Misty Haji-Sheikh, D-7th District, said the door would close
Oct. 28 for the County Board to have anything official to say about the
merger.

But after the the letter was pulled from the agenda, it's likely there won't be
another to replace it. Matya said last month’s public hearings were
unexpected, but not having a letter from the county would not be unusual.
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