














































































































































































































































































































































































































































200 S. WYMAN, SUITE 301 
ROCKFORD, IL 61101 

PHONE: 8IS-987-7SS7 
FAX: 815-987-7529 

ILLINOIS STATE SENA"rE 

STEVE STADELMAN 
STATE SENATOR· 34TH DISTRICT 

121-A STATE CAPITOL 
SPRINGFIELD, IL 62706 
PHONE: 217-782-8022 

FAX: 217-782-5340 

EMAIL: stadelman@senatedem.ilga.gov 

STATEMENT BY SENATOR STEVE STADELMAN TO THE ILLINOIS HEALTH FACILITIES AND 

SERVICES REVIEW BOARD - SEPTEMBER 17, 2015 

Thank you for this opportunity to give testimony to the Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board. 

MercyRockford's proposed project greatly interests me, not only as a State Senator, but also as a parent. 

Nearly 13 years ago, our twins were born prematurely. As many parents in similar situations have experienced, 

we spent many hours in the first few weeks and months of their lives in the neonatal unit at RMH. It became 

our second home, and the staff became like family members. 

Today, we're fortunate. Our twins are happy, healthy pre-teens experiencing all of the joys and challenges 

associated with that stage in life. We'll be forever grateful for the quality of care provided by the doctors, 

nurses and others at Rockford Health System. 

So it's exciting to hear about MercyRockford's plans for Rockford to become an even bigger regional destination 

for this type of top-level specialty medical care. As we know, health care is a growing industry -- and the 

Rockford area is in a prime position to take advantage of that fact. 

When you combine a new, larger MercyRockford facility -- that will contain neonatal and pediatric ICUs, a 

women's and children's hospital, high-risk maternity care services and Levell trauma center·- with efforts by 

SwedishAmerican and OSF Saint Anthony Medical Center to expand their services, Rockford will be a 

destination for patients throughout northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin. 

That's good for our local economy, and that's good for the state's economy. However, I also hope it's good for 

the health care campus on North Rockton Avenue and that part of our community. Mercy-Rockford has pitched 

its project as "one hospital, two campuses. I hope that means continued investments in the west-side location, 

where there are also plenty of business and patients to be served. 

MercyRockford officials have pledged $8 million dollars a year toward the Rockton Avenue facilities. That initial 

commitment should be kept. 

With that said, I urge the Health Facilities and Services Review Board to accept the proposal and the improved 

health care opportunities and economic development to follow. During your review, I ask you to consider the 

impact on our ENTIRE community so that ALL parts are ensured high-quality health care and a long-term future. 

RECYCLED PAPER· SOYBEAN INKS 









CAPITOL OFFICE: 
M103A STATE CAPITOL 
SPRINGFIELD, IL 62706 

217/782-0180 
217/782-9586 (FAX) 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 
629 NORTH GALENA AVE. 

DIXON. IL 61021 
815/284-0045 

81 5/284-0207 (FAX) 

50 W. DOUGLAS ST. 
FREEPORT, IL 60132 

815/233-0037 
815/232-0777 (FAX) 

September 17, 2015 

Ms. Courtney Avery 
Administrator 
lllinois Health Facilities and 
Services Review Board 
525 West Jefferson 
Springfield, IL 62761 

ILLINOIS STATE SENATE 

TIM BIVINS 
STATE SENATOR· 4STH DISTRICT 

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS WHIP 

COMMITTEES: 
MINORITY SPOKESPERSON: 

EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

MEMBER: 
CRIMINAL LAW 
INSURANCE 
LICENSED ACTIVITIES Be PENSIONS 

E-MAIL: senatorbivins@grics.net 
WEB: http:\\bivins.senategop.org 

Re: Support for MercyRockford Health System':'" Project Numbers: 15-038, 15-039, 15-040 

Dear Ms. Avery: 

This letter is submitted in support of Mercy Rockford Health System's three applications. 

As lllinois State Senator for the 45th District, I represent communities in all or part of 
Carroll, DeKalb, JoDaviess, LaSalle, Lee, Ogle, Stephenson, and Winnebago COllllties. I am 
strongly supportive of the MercyRockford Health System applications that have been filed with 
your agency. The necessary development of the current N. Rockton A venue campus and 
establishing a state-of-the-art hospital campus, with a focus on critical care, on E. Riverside 
Blvd. and 1-90 will strengthen access to care for my constituents. 

The regional hospitals located in the commllllities I serve provide excellent care 
management and rely on access to highly specialized intensive care provided by Rockford 
Memorial Hospital- including our region's only Level ill neonatal intensive care unit, high-risk 
maternity unit, and pediatric critical care llllit. The plans for the Women's and Children's 
Hospital on the E. Riverside Blvd. campus will update those facilities to today's standards and 
enhance the care provided to the region. 

With my backgrolllld in law enforcement, including 20 years as Lee COllllty Sheriff, I 
also support the plans to continue comprehensive emergency services on N. Rockton Ave. and 
the establishment of the Level 1 Trauma Center at E. Riverside Blvd., with its convenient access 
to the region via Interstate Highway 90. 

RECYCLED PAPER· SOYBEAN INKS 
















































































