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S 'Dear Mr Constantmo

HSHS St. Joseph s Hospital ]
: - 'Attached isa letter to the edltor pubhshed in the Belleville News Democrat on

December 21 froin Mr. Kevin Hutchinson, Executive Ditector of the St. Clair

. ) County Public Health Department, in which he states that the St. Clait Co.l_m_ty '

Health Department is not opposed to HSHS St. Elizabeth’s Hospital’s

. replacement projéct. We share this letter to clarify any misinformation that
_ might eXlst regardJng the health department s posmon

On November 13, St. Elizabeth Hospltal representatlves met w1th Mr.
Hutchinson and other county health department.representatlves to provide them
with details on how our replacement hospital would enhance access to health

 care for. county residents and strengthen safety net services for patients from

across the region.

shua Campds
Manager, Strategic Planning
Hospital Sisters Health System
4936 LaVerna Road
Sprngfield, IL 62707
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Can't support two hotels

‘Well, it looks like we are going to
give away some more taxpayer mon-
ey to an unknown developer so he
can build two hotels, etc., in Belle-
ville. Are you kidding me? Who in
their right mind thinks there is
enough traffic-business to support
two new hotels in Belleville?

This isjust another theft of tax-
payer money by a cowardly, unknown
developer supported by a bunch of
spineless politicians. And these poli-
ticians are nat even proud enough to
call themselves Democrats; they are
now independents instead of Good
Gavernment. And the independents
who ran for locnl offices in the last
few years are not proud of calling
themselves Republicans.

Speaking of cowards and not being
proud, how about that federal gov-
ernment of ours? Telling the woeld
how unjust and immaral we are for
waterboarding a couple of terrorists,
but not a single word about our legal-
ized killing of thousands of innocent
human beings through abertions.
Again another group of spineless
politicians who have noidea what
immoral means.

This guy who built Obamacare
might be right: We, the people, are
stupid. We just continue to elect the
same cowards at every level of gov-
ernment.

It's time to wake up and take back
our country. It’s time for every Amer-
ican to get out and vote in every
election every year. Let those politi-
cians know we are in charge, nat
thern.

Hal Inabinet
Bellevitle

Grandfather, where are you?
For 30 years, 1 paid into Hlinois’

Teacher Retirement System while

the atate failed to match my contri-

butions.

Now, becanse lllinals is under-
funding all state pensions by $100
billion, there is a bill before the
courts to reduce my COLA (cost of
Tliving adjustment). Has no ane ever
heard of grandfather clauses?

OK, I'll go one better and forgo a
raise for three years if all the other
retirees join me and every penny
saved is used to reduce the debt. The
state Constitution aays I don't have
todo this, and the courts will back
the current COLA despite the state
spending millions more an legal fees.
I will forgo raises so that all the bur-
den doesn't fall on new teachers,

Can we really expect our students
to excel when all the highly qualified
college graduates gointo the busi-
ness world to make “big bucks” and
completely control their retirement
plan?

Forget independent retirement
plans, In one year, duringthe middle
of our recent recession, TRS (Teach-
er Retirement Sysbem) eamed 22
> on funds, through
buying of moderately safe long- and
short-term investments. If they had
$1 billion more to invest, lllinois TRS
woukd be number one in the nation.

Can we really expect that even a
simple majority of state employees
will make safe, long-term invest-
ments or, when behind the financial
eight hall, take a gamble on high-
risk, large-return investrents?

Ron Schaefer
Swansea

Not opposing St. E's move

In your editarial last Sunday,
*Moving St. E's into the future,” you
incorrectly atated that the St. Clair
County Health Department is oppos-
ing moving St. Elizabeth’s Hospital
from Belleville.

Our Oct. 17 letter to the Iilinots
Health Facilities and Services Review

http://digital .olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODE/BellevilleNews-D...

Board erpressed concemn that &lle
ital loca-
tion will nﬂwmelytmpnct the safety
net services currently provided by St.
Blizabeth’s Hospital to the residents
of t. Clair County. As ] stated to
yout reporter in the article published
Now. 16, the Health Department
neither supports nor opposes St.
Elizabeth's Hospital's request tothe
state board for a certificate of need.
Your Nov. 7 editoriasl, “Can safety
net survive a move?”, mare accurate-
1y conveys the position of our depart-
ment. You stated: “The county’s
concerns do not necessarily mean
that the state should deny St. B's
application; however, the state does
need to ensure that the county
Health Department’s concerns are
constdered and addressed before
action on the hospital’s application.”
‘We support a strong health care
system that provides safety net ser-
vices needed by medically under-
served and vulnerable populatians.
Our goal was to review the applica-
tion and its impact on essential ser-
vices to all residents of St. Clair
County.

Kevin D. Hutchison

Executive director, St. Clair County
Health Department

Belleville

Victory may be fleeting

What happened last election? A lot
o little depending on your view.

Despite electing Bruce Rauner as
governor of lllinots, not one seat

hanged in the state bly. This
does not bode well for any initiative
Rauner may envision.

We have sent Mike Bost torepre-
sent ugin the US. House. He has a
chance to represent our interests and
put the nation ahead of the ramcor of
politics. As far as changing anything,
control of the House has not

changed. X

The US. Senate is interesting. The
pundits who eat and breathe politics
predicted the turn more than a year
ago. Those pundits also predict an-
other turnover in 2016 when the
same forces that worked agzinst the
Democrats will then work in their
favor. Despite their majority in the
Senate, not much will change as the
GOP remains a fractured party. What
was red before stayed red. What was
blue stayed blue.

‘The most interesting facet of the
election was the shifting trends. New
Hampshire and Virginia are trending
or strongly leaning blue. The states
that are predictably blue control 257
electoral votes. The predictably red
statea control 149 electoral votes. If
New Hampshire and Virginia go
solidly blue, that puts the Democrats
at the 270 electoral votes neetled to
elect the next president, unless the
GOP can field a candidate who can
eppeal to the moderate middle.

What happened? The GOP alien-
ated large blocs of the electorate for a
temporary gain. Both parties moved -
away from the moderate middle.

Michael R. Sweeitey
Caseyville
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