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Dear Ms. Avery,

SEIU Healthcare Illinois is a union of 90,000 members committed to expanding access to
care and reducing healthcare inequities in underserved communities. We represent
workers on the frontlines of healthcare, including those who work at St. Bernard Hospital,
as well as many thousands more who live in nearby communities. We understand the
importance of St. Bernard Hospital’s plan to build an ambulatory care center and medical
office building because it will not only expand access to much needed health services but
also create new jobs in the economically disadvantaged Englewood community. To that
end, SEIU Healthcare lllinois supports the hospital’s proposal. Our support is conditional
upon ensuring that this project also brings good jobs and a voice for healthcare workers.

In the interest of combating poverty, a key social determinant of health, we believe it
essential that the jobs created by this project provide good wages and affordable benefits
akin to those enjoyed by our union members. SEIU members at St. Bernard work
diligently each day to ensure that the patients they care for achieve the best possible
health outcomes. In return they receive fair compensation negotiated guaranteed by a
collective bargaining agreement. The union also enables members to have a voice in the
care delivery process and to share their unique insights and perspectives as frontline
caregivers. We contend that future ambulatory care center/medical office building
employees deserve nothing less than our members at St. Bernard Hospital.

The Englewood community currently lacks adequate access to good jobs and affordable
health services. The proposed ambulatory care center/medical office building can
potentially address both deficiencies. We believe it will be most effective when workers
are organized and are able to participate in the decisions meant to improve healthcare
delivery and health outcomes. With our stipulations noted, we ask that you approve the
St. Bernard CON.

Sincerely,

/Dir tor, Health Systems
SEIU Healthcare lllinois
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