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COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS

Epucamion anp CHiLo DeviLorMENT

Human RELATIONS

License Anp CONSUMEA PROTECTION

PEeDESTRIAN AND TRAFFIC SAFETY

SeeciaL Events, CULTURAL AFFAIRS

RECEIVED
JUL 3 0 2014

HEALTH FACILITIE
SERVICES REVIEW B(SD:RD

RE: Letter of Support Holy Cross Hospital Proposed Psychiatry Unit Project 13-076

Dear Ms. Avery,

There is a shortage of Acute Mental Illness hospital beds in the communities nearby

Holy Cross Hos‘pita], Sinai Health System has asked for the authority to open a 24 bed inpatient
Psychiatric Unit at Holy Cross to add to existing outpatient psychiatric services.

My constituents often experience significant difficulty in accessing behavioral health
services, especially inpatient psychiatric care. Placement of emergency patients requiring
inpatient behavioral health treatment frequently requires excessively long waiting times.
Securing an available inpatient bed often places extraordinary strain on patients, families and
emergency department staff and often law enforcement officers. As Holy Cross Hospital is the
only hospital in a very large and densely populated area, it has one of the busiest emergency
departments in the state and serves a very large Medicaid uninsured population.

For many years, Sinai Health System has addressed the mental health needs of the
communities it serves with high quality inpatient and outpatient behavioral health services.

By establishing inpatient psychiatric services at Holy Cross Hospital, Sinai Health
System will be providing critical, greatly needed and accessible treatment for patients and their
families from the communities served. I believe that residents of the 6" Ward would benefit
from inpatient behavioral health services at Holy Cross Hospital.

incerely,
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S
The Honorable Roderick T. Sawyer
Aldcrman, 6 Ward




