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Feb. 5, 2013 

 

Ms. Courtney Avery, Administrator 

Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board 

525 West Jefferson, 2
nd

 Floor 

Springfield, IL 62761 

 

Re: Project 13-069, Memorial Hospital of Carbondale, Carbondale 

 

Dear Ms. Avery, 

 

On behalf of the membership of the Carbondale Chamber of Commerce and the Carbondale business 

community, please accept this letter of support for Southern Illinois Healthcare’s proposed expansion of 

Memorial Hospital of Carbondale. 

 

Carbondale has a long history as a center for quality health care, but all too often, patients who desire 

advanced treatment or critical care from our region are forced to seek this care elsewhere simply because 

our hospital does not have the facilities available to care for these needs. The proposed enhancements 

would ensure that more quality care would be available to more Southern Illinoisans. 

 

I am certain that you realize these improvements to Memorial Hospital of Carbondale will be beneficial as 

SIH recruits physicians and medical providers to serve our area. Equally important, is the multiplier effect 

to our community and region as a whole. With added facilities, services and providers, our community 

becomes even more of a destination for health care for the entire region. This benefits not only patients, 

but also our businesses both in and out of the health care sector.  

 

Memorial Hospital of Carbondale is an economic anchor and a catalyst for growth for Carbondale.  For 

that reason, the Carbondale Chamber of Commerce wholeheartedly supports and endorses efforts to 

expand facilities at the hospital. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Les O’Dell 

Executive Director  

 

 


