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August 19, 2013

llinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
lllinois Department of Public Health

525 West Jefferson St., 2nd Floor

Springfield IL 62761

Attention: Ms. Courtney Avery, Administrator

Re: Project 13-007 (Preferred SurgiCenter, LLC)

Dear Ms. Av‘eryf

Please let the members of the Illinois Heaith Facilities and Services Review Board
(State Board) know that | fully support CON project 13-007, which is proposing the
establishment of a multi-specialty surgery center in Orland Park, lilinois. Moreover, | ask
the State Board to approve this project so that Arab and Muslim Americans living in my
legislative district can obtain surgical services from a health care provider that understands
their special needs. As the State Representative for the 23™ District, | am keenly aware
that Arab and Muslim Americans in my area are not obtaining sufficient access to our
health care system.

The proposed surgery center is needed because it will address specific unmet
health care needs within the communities that | represent. For the following reasons, | ask
the members of the State Board to support the CON project submitted by Preferred

SurgiCenter:

* The proposed surgery center will enhance access to health care services,
especially in relation to Arab and Muslim Americans who feel disenfranchised from
our existing health care system.

» The proposed surgery center will combat health disparities among the Arab and
Muslim American populations in my district by giving them a place where they feel
comfortable obtaining culturally sensitive health care ser‘vices._ _
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* The proposed surgery center will be committed to serving all persons in my area
who need surgical services but cannot afford them. | support this project because
'the proposed surgery center will serve Medicaid beneficiaries and also have a
robust charity care program. '

» The proposed surgery center will also save the state money. Generally, surgery
centers cost less than hospitals providing the same type of care in an outpatient
surgical setting. In tight budget times, we must do everything we can to alleviate the
financial burdens on our health care system. :

For the reasons noted above, | ask the State Board to approve this CON permit
application. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Michael J. Zalewski

State Representative
23" District
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