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November 20, 2012 
Ms. Courtney Avery, Administrator 
Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board 
525 West Jefferson 
Springfield, IL 62761 

Re: Applicant 12-079, Holy Cross Hospital, Chicago 

Dear Members of the Illinois Health FaCilities and Services Review Board: 

We oppose the proposed transfer of Holy Cross Hospital to Mount Sinai, but support 
the alternate recommendation of the Archdiocese of Chicago that Holy Cross Hospital partner 
with S1. Anthony Hospital with which it would be compatible on all fronts. Transferring Holy 
Cross to Mount Sinai would result in an ongoing conflict insofar that Mount Sinai espouses 
views contrary to Roman Catholic doctrine. 

Draugas, the Catholic Lithuanian language Chicago-based newspaper now in its 103rd 
year of publication, was an integral partner in the development of Holy Cross Hospital, which 
George Cardinal Mundelein declared would stand as, "a monument to the Lithuanian Catholics 
of Chicago." 

We recall the late Leonard Simutis, long-time editor of Draugas, and one of the foremost 
leaders of the Lithuanian Roman Catholic Charities, the corporate founder of Holy Cross Hospi
taL He harnessed the power of the press to assure broad-based lay involvement. He also chaired 
the dedication of the hospital and the blessing of the cornerstone which, even today, eloquently 
speaks out to all future generations: "First Hospital of the Lithuanian Roman Catholic Charities". 

We are concerned with the recent turn of events and the draconian prospect that this com
munity asset is being diverted to another hospital without the active consultation and involve
ment of the community, a community which was key to the founding of Holy Cross Hospital. 

Respectfully submitted, 

2lfGJ~ 
Vytas Stanevicius 
Chairman of the Board 
Lithuanian Catholic Press Society 
Publisher of Draugas 














