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Re: Potential Singer Mental Health Center Closure and Alternative Locai/ Regional
Mental Health and Substance Service Network

Dear Board Membars:

Singer Mental Health Center has been targeted for closure which raises service
concerns by the Winnebago County Board of Health. Over the past several years the
Singer Mental Health Center has had declining capacity to meet the psychiatric
hospitalization needs of this region. This has resulted in individuals needing such
services increasingly burdening hospital emergency rooms, sometimes for days and
greater stress on law enforcement incarceration.

Northwest lllinois ngeds a more robust alternative service system for adults with
bahavioral health disorders. Should Singer Mental Health Center be closed, the
Winnebago County Board of Health support the position that at least two-thirds of the
current budget supparting this Center be awarded to the alternative system of care that
has been proposed by Rosecrance, Rosecrance, in partnership with other community
services providers including Stepping Stones, Crusader Clinic, SwedishAmerican, and
Rockford Memorial Hospitals, tegether can provide effective Interventions for those
suffering from mental illness.

Funding such a system of care will reduce the number of individuals with mental illness
in hospital emergency rooms and in the criminal justice system and would provide the
opportunity for more patient-centersd care in a outpatient / non-hospital care
management system that would promote recovery in all services.

Thank you for your careful consideration of this important matter for this community and
for the surrounding region,

Sincerely,

Inara McGroarty, Pre%
Winnebago County Board of Health
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