/-003

__'\.

- SARAH BUSH
L .:;;i LINCOLN

AL ST T RECE'VED

Gory L Banett

Freidont and . JAN 19201

(TRt Fxeo v Oicer

ILITIES &
December 15, 2010 SEEVEiAcL.Erg IEQ&EW BOARD

Mr. Dale Galassie

Chairman

hinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
325 West Jefferson Street. 2nd Floor

Springfield, Ninois 62761

Re: Letter of Support for DaVita Mattoon
Dear Chairman Galassie:

T mn writing 1©0 you on behalf of Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center (*Sarah Bush Lincoln™) in
support of the proposed relocation of the DaVita Mattoon dialysis center from its current location
at 200 Richmond Avenue F. Mattoon, illinois to 6051 Development Drive. Charleston, Iinois.
Sarah Bush Lincoln is the only hospital in Coles County and within 45 minutes of the
Mattoon/Charleston area generally. We are a 128-bed. not-tor-prohit; regional hospital centrally
located v East Cental Winois™ Coles County and provides a full range of acute care services
with 28 physician specialties to tesidents of Coles County and the surrounding six counties,
Accordingly, most residents of the surrounding area come to Mattoon to receive health caie
services. including dialvsis. Sarah Bush Lincoin docs not operate a dialysis program. In fact,
DaVita Mattoon is the only dialysis facility located in the Charleston/Mattoon area.  The next
closest dialysis facility is located 35 minutes away in Effingham. A dialysis facility located in
the Mattoon/Charleston arca is imperative 1o ensure the residents of this area maimtain access to
life sustaining dialysis. Therefore, we fully support the relocation of the DaVita Mattoon
diatysis center.

Specific to the current location of the dialysis focility. Sarah Bush Lincoln owns the medical
altice building at 200 Richmond Avenue Fast, Mattoon, IL 61938, where the facility currently
operates.  Sarah Bush Lincoln is unable to extend the lease with DaVita due to sevesal
operational and strategic issues. We regret that we cannot allow the dialysis [acility to continue
10 operate where it is cwrently located but are glad to hear of DaVita’s plans to relocate the
facility and matntain the same capacity and scope of services at the planned location.

DaVita is a leading provider of dialysis services it the United States. 1t has taken on many
initilatives tw improve the lives of patients suffering {rom chronic kidney disease (“CKD™) and
ESRD. One cxample is its EMPOWER program, DaVita launched the EMPOWER program
workshops in 2008, The workshops are free community-based educational seminars that
encourage CKD patients to fake control of their health and make informed decisions about their
dialysis care. Led by a team of DaVita nurses. renal dietitians, and social workers, EMPOWER
uses o multidisciplinary approach 1o educate patients with CKD about their discase, ways to
delay progression, and different treatment options. Workshops also focus on preparing patients
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tor hife on dialysis or with a kidney transplant. DaVita recognizes the unique and vital role that it
playk i enhancing care for renal patients throughout the country. Sarab Bush Lincoln is grawelul
that the residents in the Charleston/Mattoon area have the benefit of a provider like DaViia in the
commumty. Accordingly, we fully supporl the proposed relocation of DaVila - Matioon,

Thaik you for vour consideration.
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