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Written Testimony to the linois Health Facilities & Scrvices Review Board 4/18/2011

Ruby Moran

Retired Nurse from Cook County Hospita! Operating Rocm
2345 W. 156" Place

Markham, IL 0428

Peee and understand the valur of Ogk Forest Hospital staying apen because V've been a rasident of
Markhomn, Il for over 30 years and my famiiy snd neighbors po ta Qak Forest. My san, daughter and
prandsan use Oak Forest Hospital and Emergency Room for their health care, AU time they cennot

afford health insurance and/or their jobs don’t offerit.
My family has started to notice the decreass in servicos aiready,

My son was treated in the hospital for a broken ankle and then went to the Oak Forest Qrthopedics
Cliric and he was rehabbed through having physical therapy al Cak Forest. Currently he would have o
10 to Stroger for Grthopedics [since it was closed down) ang the Rehab Inpatient is scheduled to be
closed.

My daughter has diabetes. She started going to Oak Forest cutpatient for treatment, She has now been
referred to Provident because they don't have a Diabetic Specialty Care clinic for her at Qak Forest

My Grandson had o problem with his eye. He dogsn’t have any insurance. He was treated at the OFH
Emergency Room and received medication at the Pharmacy. He took the medication, and then rotuernad
tathe ER tor 3 follow-ue appintmant, His problen was resoived.

My neighbar has hypertension. He goes te his docror and gets 1is medicine ot Oak Forest. if he gets very
stek, he goog Lo the ER whore they have his tecords in thaie computee system. He is abio to take care of

his agads at Qak Farest and itis attordable.

Beople who don’s hive insurance in the South Suburby go 1o 3ok Forest because thare i< no other
hospital in the Seath Suburbs that cim offer them {ull secvice continuity of care from X-Ray 1o Lab to

Primmary Care to haspitolization.

The other Hospitais don’t refuse Lo see you when you are umnsured, but you don'L get any condinus!
carg. It's service oo the spot and then they tell yiu to fullow up with your doctor in 3 days or fo go to
Oak Forest. Aol of times your can’t pet the medication prescrhed at the other ER’% because of the tost

Closing the Gak Forest £R and acute caee hospital at this Ume will Jead to an overerowding of the
Pravident and Stroger £R’s and hospitals. An organized plan far continuity of care for Coak County
patients’ needs to be in place before the Oak Forest ER and haspitals should be closed down. The
increased Primary and Specialty Care Services should be phased in and patients referred to them before
the safety net seevices of Ok Forest Hospital gets taken away. And | bolieve that you wilt see with the
ncredse ih population in the South Suburbs ard many withous inserance, the peed for a safety nel will
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Written Testimony to the Hinois Heatth Facilities & Services Review Board A/18/2011

Ruby Moran

Retired Nurse from Cook County Hospital Operating ionin
2345 W. 156" Place

Markham, Il 6042

Psee and understand the value of Qak Forest Hospital staying open because 've been i resident of
Markham, i, for aver 30 years and ny lamily sad neighbors go 1o Qak Forest, My son, daughter and
prandsoh use Onx Forest Hospital and Ernergercy Room for their health care, At this lime they cannot

afford health insurance and/or their jobs don't offer it.
My family has started to notice the decredse in services already.

My san was treated in the hospital for a brekaen ankle and then went to the Oak Forist Ot pedics
Ciinic and he was rehabbed Lhrough having physical therapy at Qak Forest. Currently he would heve to
go to Stroger for Orthopedics (since it was closed down) ang the Rehab Inpatient is seheduled to be

closed.

My daughter has diahetes, She started going to Oak Farest cutpationt for treatment. She has now been
referred to Provident because they den't have a Diabetic Specinity Care clinic for her at Qak Forest

My Grandson had a problem with his eye. He doesn't have any insurance, He was treated at the OFM
Lroergency Room and received meadigation &l the Pharmacy. He took the medication, and then returned
to the £R for a follow-up appeintinent. His probiem was reseived.

My neighbor has hypertension. He goes L fus doctar and gels bes medicine at Qak Forest. i he gots very
sick, e goes 1o the £R whare they have his records in ther camputer systim, He is able to take care of

his needs at Qak Foresl and it is affordable.

People who don't Fave insuraace i the South Subochs o to 22k Forest because there is no nther
haspitat in the South Suburhs that can utfer therm fult corvice continaity of care from X-Ray 10 Leb 1o

Primary Care to hospitalization.

The other Hospitals don't refuse W see you when you are arensured, Sut you gorrl gel any conlinual
care, It's service on the spet and then thiry sell you W Tollow vy with your doctar in 3 days or to ga Lo
Crak Faresl, A tat of timis you can’t get the medication preseribod 4t the other ER's beeause of the cour

Clnsiog the Oak Forest ER and acute care hospital at this time will lead to an overcrowding at the
Provident and Stroger ER's and hospitals, An organized plan for continuity of care for Cook County
patients’ needs to be in place before the Oak forest ER and haspitals should be closed down. The
increased Primary and $pecialty Care services should be phased in and patients referred to them before
the safety net services of O0ak Forast Hospital gets taken away. And 1 belicve that you wili ses with the
inrense in population in the Seuth Suburbs and many withou: insurance, the need lor i salety tet will
Fetneia.
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Written testimony by Ruthie Burnett to the tinois Heclth Faciliting &Services Raviow Board
4/18/2011

My name is Ruthie Burnett. { was employed at Oak Forost Hospital as a Cenified Nursing
Assistant for forty years and am a lifelong resident of Chicago Heights, illinots. | was & founding
member of the SEIU union at Oak Forest Hospital and remain an active Union Steward today
untit my recent retirement in December 2010.

We in the South Suburbs need the services of Oak Forest Hosgital now moro than cver. My
brother came here as a patient because his imited insurance was aot accepted at St James
Hospital. His doctor referred him to Qak Forest Hospita! and | put a stamp of apgroval on it, He
had surgery and cancer was found. After surgery, Dr. (i gave him Chemotherapy where he
was admitted to Oak Forest Hospital for three days every two wenks for severaf months, Aftor
being done with his Chema, he still sees Dr. Chu once/month at the Oncology Clinic for o
needed injection. My family sincerely thanks the dedicsted staff of Oak Forest for their service
to my brother and he is doing well. Without Dak Forest Hospital, what would he have done?

My sister in law’s mother was a long term care pationt ot Qak Forest Hospital for fourtaen
years. After the budget cuts of 2007, they moved her to a Nursing Home where she only lived
five weeks. My family was heartbroken because we did not expect this to happen. Oak Foreq
Haspital's long term carc unit had a special teao which gave people with severe disabilities the
ability to live and have a quality of Bife that is not seen eisewhere,

I chose to work in my home community giving health core to family, friends, and neighbors
who otherwise could not afford it. We need yaur leadership to help us serve more patients
more effectively. The Qak Forest Hospital staff is well trained, We have not recovered from the
devastation of service cuts and layoffs fram 2007 and 2610, Please cansider keeping these
oxcellent services bacause my brother life depends on it
Thank you,

oy

P T p et

Ruthiz BUPNGI

K

PO Bax 2546
Chicago Heights, Il. 60413,

| {708) 769-5390
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Written testimany by Ruthie Burnett to the Hlingis Health Facilities &Scrvices Review Board
A/18/2011

My name is Ruthie Burnett, | was employed at Qak Forast Mospital as a Certified Nursing
Assistant for forty years and am o tifelong resident nf Chicago Heights, Blingis, | was a founding
membaer of the SEIU union at Oak Forest Hospital and romain an active Union Steward today

untit my recent retirement in December 2010.

We in the South Suburbs need the services of Oak Forest Hespital now more than ever. My
brother came here as a patient because his limited insurance was not accepled at 5t, James
Hospital, His doctor referred him to Dak Forest Hospital and | put a stamp of approval on it, He
had surgery and cancer was found. After surgery, Dr. Chu gave him Chemotherapy where he
was admitted to Qak Forest Hospital for three doys every two wecks for several months, Alter
being done with his Chema, he still sees De. Chu once/manth st the Oncolegy Ciinic for 2
needed injection. My family sincercly thanks the dedicated sta¥f of Qek Torest for their service
to my brother and he is doing well. Without Qak Fores: Hospital, what wouid he have done?

My sisterin [aw's maother was 3 long term care patient 21 Qak Forest Haspital for fourtpen
years. After the budpet cuts of 2007, they moved her toe a Nursing Home where she only lved
tive weeks. My family was heartbroken because we did not expect this to happen. Oak Forast
Hospital's long term care unit had a special team which pave people with severe disabilities the
ability to tive and have a quality of life that is not seen clsewhere.

| chose to work it rey howme community giving health core to family, friends, and neighbors
who atherwisc could not afford it. We need your leadership to help us serve more patients
mare effectively, The Dak Forest Hospital staff is well trained. We have not recovered from the
devastation of service cuty and fayoffs from 2007 and 2010, Please consider keaping these

exvellent services because my hrother life dapends on i,

thank yod® . i
%?Jf 52 f-fz:ic o '{E“f}j{.q'.-gw,.( W
Rothie Buinett ’
PO Box 2546

Chicago Heights, IL 60414

{708} 769-5340
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Petition Supporting Oak Forest Hospital
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0067017

We the undersigned demand that Oak Forest Public Hospital remain open so that south suburban
and southern Chicago residents continue receiving sccess to the emergency room service,
Intensive Care, heart and cardiovascular unit, ventilation unit access, and long-term care
rehabilitation. We do not want to see the vital hospital care that has saved thousands of lives

turned into an outpatient clinic,
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We the undersigned demand that Oak Forest Public Hospital remain open so that south suburban

and southern Chicago residents continue receiving access to the
Intensive Care, heart and cardiovascular unit, venti
rehabilitation. We do not want to see
turned into an outpatient clinic.

emergency room service,
lation unit access, and long-term care
the vital hospital care that has saved thousands of lives
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Petition Supporting Oak Forest Hospital

We the undersigned demand that Oak Forest Public Hospital remain open so that south suburban
and southern Chicago residents continue receiving access to the emergency room service,
Intensive Care, heart and cardjovascular unit, ventilation unit access, and long-term care

rehabilitation.

We do not want to see the vital hospital care that has saved thousands of lives
turned into an outpatient clinic.

NAME ADDRESS CITY STATE
f‘i?eir?-""-ﬁw” Yy SEHEST Lo, %«,;ﬁgy,é - Hlinois
g W57 57 Fee i Fr se n ] Miinos
/?;;'ff} / :‘{‘rm ("‘_,_;_»< &’:A '\n [m< ~ ;.V:L Hlinois
y — iHinois
Minois |
Hlinois
Micga L andazras [Sine (rsehd e s L“‘,-'\-‘{_-vgﬁ: - Himois
PRIV P WA AT .5"} e, nmc] e eoen ‘ZZ -~ Hlinois
3 FSG 2 by A4 sty Loty tinois
el o § fleiest D ?{ e o Hiinois
m‘“,u_i_, : 19 % 4 | N e s = e Minois
/E & / (SRR 1£, /j’/ ),#/ﬂ, fZ e Iliinois
\-};‘. '/ e M (R (Z)ﬁéf(_? e7 N /é)’lfﬂf"“" ’( : Hlinois
__,iwﬁ.«g_/_ﬂf_;‘é_ et »/Q,z,;f, /;/ N ¢ j 1. “/ }’! (_ﬁ{)’/h s tHinois
& i
éﬂgfuw})‘ww W 32@; ST | cdtlApe | Mhinois |
'_/,%//4 /v }1‘ V/{J‘,//\/j 3 o : iHlinois _I}

i

;i o= ] , 2
7 4 w -i:“..». ?}f{ i ]’ ,5?"_/{{_

Sponsored by

South Suburban Tax Payers For tmproved Healtheare




04/20/2011 01:24 FAX 3124550951

FedEx OFFICE - SO0 LINE

@009/017

Petition Supporting Oak Forest Heospital

We the undersigned demand that Oak Fore
and southern Chicago residents continu
Intensive Care, heart and cardiovascul
rehabilitation. We do not want to see
turned into an outpatient clinic.

st Public Hospital remain open so that south suburban
e receiving access to the emergency room service,
ar unit, ventilation unit access, and long-term care
the vital hospit:d care that has saved thousands of lives
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Petition Supporting Oak Forest Hospital

We the undersigned demand that Qak Forest Public Hospital remain open so that south suburban
and southern Chicago residents continue receiving access to the emergency room service,
Intensive Care, heart and cardiovascular unit, ventilation unit accesy, and long-term care
rehabilitation. We do not want to see the vital hospital care that has saved thousands of lives

turned into an outpatient c¢linic.
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Petition Supporting Oak Forest Hospital

We the undersigned demand that Qak Forest Public Hospital remain open so that south suburban
and southern Chicago residents continue receiving eccess to the emergency room service,
[ntens_ch Care, heart and cardiovascular unit, ventilation unit access, and long-term care
rehabilitation. We do not want to see the vital hospital care that has saved thousands of lives

turned into an outpatient clinic.
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Petition Supporting Oak Forest Hospital

We the undersigned demand that Oak Forest Public Hospital remain open so that south suburban
and southern Chicago residents continue receiving access to the emergency room service,
Intensive Care, heart and cardiovascular unijt, ventilation unit access, and long-term care
rehabilitation. We do not want to see the vital hospita: care that has saved thousands of lives
turned into an outpatient clinic.
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Petition Supporting Oak Forest Hospital

We the undersigned demand that Qak Forest Public Hospital remain open so that south suburban
and southern Chicago residents continue receiving access to the emergency room service,
Intengive Care, heart and cardiovascular unit, ventifation umit access, and long-term care
rchabilitation. We do not want to see the vital hospital care that has saved thousands of lives

turned into an outpatient clinic,
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Petition Supporting Oak Forest Hospital

We the undersigned demand that Oak Forest Public Hospital remain open so that south suburban
and southern Chicago residents continue receiving access to the emergency room service,
Intensive Care, heart and cardiovascular unit, ventilation unit access, and long-term care
rehabilitation. We do not want to see the vital hospital care that has saved thousands of lives

turned into an outpatient clinic.

I .
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Petition Supporting Oak Forest Hospital

We the undersigned demand that Oak Forest Public Hospital remain open so that south suburban
and southern Chicago residents continue receiving zccess to the emergency room service,

unit, ventilation unit access, and long-term care

Intensive Care, heart and cardiovascular
rehabilitation,. We do not want
turned into an outpatient clinic,

to see the vital hospital care that has saved thousands of lives
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Petition Supporting Oak Forest Hospital

We the undersigned demand that Oak Forest Public Hospital remain open so that south suburban
and southern Chicago residents continue receiving access to the emergency room service,
Intensive Care, heart and cardiovascular unit, ventilation unit access, and long-term care
rehabilitation. We do not want to see the vital hospital care that has saved thousands of lives
turned into an outpatient clinic.
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Petition Supporting Oak Forest Hospital

We the undersigned demand that Oak Forest Public Hospital remain open so that south suburban
and southern Chicago residents continue receiving access to the emergency room service,
Intensive Care, heart and cardiovascular unit, ventilation unit access, and long-term care
rehabilitation. We do not want to see the vital hospital care that has saved thousands of lives
turned into an outpatient clinic.
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