
Egyptian Regional Human Rights Authority 
Meeting Minutes 

September 24, 2015 
 

The regular meeting of the Human Rights Authority (HRA) was held at Shawnee Community 
College Extension, 1150 E. Vienna St., Anna, IL.  Vice-Chairperson Mary McMahan called the 
meeting to order at 5:03 p.m. and read the confidentiality statement.  A quorum was present. 
  
Members Present: Sue Barfield, Ginger McBride, Mary McMahan, Victor Metzger, Kay Phillips, 
Kathy Rambeau and Rebecca Lewey arrived at 5:15 p.m. 
Members Absent:  Paul Jones, Pam O’Connor 
Staff Present: Kim Conway 
Guests: Michael Quinn, Director Mulberry Center  
 
Minutes: Sue Barfield made a motion to approve the July 30, 2015 meeting minutes.  Kathy 
Rambeau seconded and it carried.   
 
Communications:  Kim Conway handed out Family Matters Brochures that she received with a 
request to pass them along to others.  Family Matters holds trainings and provides services for 
parents of children with disabilities.  Kim Conway shared an article that was posted in the 
Southern Illinoisan which stated that Marion Jr. High School was under investigation for 
allegedly locking a boy in a “closet” in the school.  Williamson County Education Services is 
listed in the article as the special education cooperative for to that school.  A letter from the 
United States Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division was received in response to the 
HRA’s letter on a previous case.  This letter was to acknowledge receipt of the HRA’s letter and 
was shared with the board members.  Kim Conway also shared information that the Mental 
Health Law Committee of the Illinois State Bar Association considered a legislative proposal 
which would create an administrative process allowing a hearing for recipients seeking transfer 
to a less restrictive mental health facility that will possibly be forwarded to the spring legislative 
session. 
 
Ratifications:  None. 
 
New Complaints: 
 
16-110-9004 County Jail - The complaint alleges that an inmate with mental health needs was 
held in a restraint chair for an excessive amount of time (8 hours to 13 days).  Hospital records 
may possibly show injuries that correlate with being immobile for several days.  The recipient is 
currently at a state mental health hospital and has signed releases of information.  Kathy 
Rambeau made a motion to open the case for investigation, Rebecca Lewey seconded and it 
carried. 
 
16-110-9005 State Operated Mental Health Facility – The complaint alleges that a petition for 
court enforced medications was filed inappropriately due to the recipient having medication 
allergies to the medications being petitioned for.  Kathy Rambeau made a motion to open the 
case for investigation, Kay Phillips seconded and it carried.   
 
16-110-9006 State Operated Mental Health Facility – The complaint alleges that a recipient is 
not being served in the least restrictive environment and does not have adequate access to his 



therapist.  Sue Barfield made a motion to open the case for investigation, Kathy Rambeau 
seconded and it carried.   
 
Discussion regarding the two following new complaints were deferred until closed session in 
order to present the board with all the pertinent information to make a determination as to 
whether or not to open the case.  This was done in order to protect confidentiality of the facility.  
Upon returning to open session, the board voted. 
 
16-110-9007 State Operated Mental Health Facility – The complaint alleges that a recipient 
was prohibited from attending rehabilitation classes for refusing medication.   
 
16-110-9008 State Operated Mental Health Facility – The complaint alleges that a recipient 
was denied use of a wheelchair.   
 
Other New Business:   None. 
 
Unfinished Business:  Ginger McBride made a motion to enter into closed session at 5:35 p.m. 
pursuant to Section 21 of the Guardianship and Advocacy Act (20 ILCS 3955/21) and Section 
120/2 (c) (4) of the Open Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120/2); the motion was seconded by Kathy 
Rambeau and it carried. The following summary of items was discussed in closed session:  
Details of new complaints #16-110-9007 and #16-110-9008 were reviewed. Case progress was 
reviewed for cases #15-110-9012, 15-110-9014, 15-110-9015, 15-110-9019, 16-110-9001, 16-
110-9002, 16-110-9003 & 16-110-9004.  Draft reports were reviewed for cases #15-110-9009, 
15-110-9010 & 15-110-9013.  Case closures were considered for cases #15-110-9005, 15-110-
9008, 15-110-9011 & 15-110-9018.  Sue Barfield made a motion to return to open session at 
7:32 p.m. having taken no action in closed session, Rebecca Lewey seconded and it carried.  
 
New Complaints 
 
16-110-9007 State Operated Mental Health Facility – The complaint alleges that a recipient 
was prohibited from attending rehabilitation classes for refusing medication.  Kathy Rambeau 
made a motion to open the case for investigation, Sue Barfield seconded and it carried. 
 
16-110-9008 State Operated Mental Health Facility – The complaint alleges that a recipient 
was denied use of a wheelchair.  Rebecca Lewey made a motion to not accept the case for 
investigation and instead pursue an informal resolution with the facility, Kay Phillips seconded 
and it carried.   
 
Case Progress Reports:   
 
15-110-9015 Mulberry Center – This case was discussed first in order to accommodate guest, 
Michael Quinn, who participated in this portion of closed session.  Kathy Rambeau exited the 
meeting due to a conflict of interest in this case and returned once the discussion had ended.  
Michael Quinn left the meeting after the discussion of this case had ended.  The HRA received 
the Public Health report of findings which were discussed in closed session.  The HRA still 
needs to interview the guardianship representative for the recipient.  Michael Quinn addressed 
the board and discussed the changes that have already been implemented to address some of the 
issues that were raised in this case.  The case is ready for report. 
 



15-110-9012 Delta Center, Inc. – The HRA interviewed a representative from the child’s 
school.  Delta Center has closed as a result of the state budget impasse.  The Director notified the 
HRA of the closure and provided contact information for their attorney and stated that all further 
correspondence regarding this case would have to go through the attorney.  The case is ready for 
report. 
 
15-110-9014 Carbondale Hospital – The investigation has concluded and the case is ready for 
report. 
 
15-110-9019 School for the Hearing Impaired – The HRA interviewed the Principal and 
Director, toured the school and completed a chart review.  There are several other interviews that 
need to be completed with different agencies involved in this student’s care.  The case is still 
under investigation. 
 
16-110-9001 Chester Mental Health - The HRA has met with the recipient and received a 
release of information.  The chart was reviewed and documents were requested for a closer 
review.  The case is still under investigation. 
 
16-110-9002 Chester Mental Health – The HRA has met with the recipient and received a 
release of information.  The chart was reviewed and documents were requested for a closer 
review.  The case is still under investigation. 
  
16-110-9003 Chester Mental Health – The HRA has met with the recipient and received a 
release of information.  The chart was reviewed and documents were requested for a closer 
review.  The case is still under investigation. 
 
Report of Findings: 
 
15-110-9009 Williamson County Special Education – The board reviewed the draft report and 
suggested one minor change to the report.  Ginger McBride made a motion to accept the draft 
report as revised, Rebecca Lewey seconded and it carried. 
 
15-110-9010 Crab Orchard School – The board reviewed the draft report and suggested one 
minor change to the report. Ginger McBride made a motion to accept the draft report as revised, 
Rebecca Lewey seconded and it carried. 
 
15-110-9013 Chester Mental Health – The board reviewed the draft report and suggested one 
minor change to the report.  Sue Barfield made a motion to accept the draft report as revised, 
Kathy Rambeau seconded and it carried 
 
Case Closures: 
 
15-110-9005 Chester Mental Health – The board reviewed the facility’s response to the 
substantiated findings.  The board had no objections to the response but did want to request a 
copy of the revised policies referenced in the response.  Kathy Rambeau made a motion to close 
the case and make the report a part of the public record and request a copy of revised policies.  
The motion was seconded by Rebecca Lewey and it carried. 
 



15-110-9008 Shawnee Community College – Ginger McBride left the meeting due to a conflict 
of interest and returned once the discussion had ended and abstained from voting.  The board 
reviewed the response to substantiated findings and discussed whether or not to make the report 
public.  Sue Barfield made a motion to close the case and not make the report a part of the public 
record to protect confidentiality.  The motion was seconded by Kay Phillips and it carried. 
 
15-110-9011 Chester Mental Health – The board reviewed the response to substantiated 
findings.  The board discussed a portion of the response that they would like to have clarification 
on.  Ginger McBride made a motion to table case closure and request clarification on a portion of 
the response.  The motion was seconded by Rebecca Lewey and it carried. 
 
15-110-9018 Chester Mental Health – No response was required and no response was received.  
Kathy Rambeau made a motion to close the case and make the report a part of the public record.  
The motion was seconded by Victor Metzger and it carried. 
 
Other Unfinished Business:   
 
The next meeting is scheduled for 5:00 p.m. on November 19, 2015 at Pagliai’s Pizza in 
Carbondale, Illinois. 
 
Sue Barfield made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:32 p.m. Rebecca Lewey seconded and it 
carried. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Ginger McBride, Secretary 


