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Questions About the Status of Collective Bargaining
Negotiations
or Other Issues?
Check the Employee FAQs at
www.illinois.gov/EmployeeFAQs

There continue to be many questions from employees regarding the status of
collective bargaining negotiations. If you have a question on labor issues, the
State's finances, or new policies that may have an impact on State employees,
please visit the employee FAQs website at www.illinois.gov/EmployeeFAQs to
review answers to previously-submitted questions, or to submit a question of
your own.
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Governor Announces New Information Technology
Agency to Accelerate Illinois' Modernization
Department of Innovation and Technology will be led by
Hardik Bhatt

Caption: Governor Bruce Rauner signs Executive Order 16-01 on an iPad.

Executive Order 16-01 will consolidate Illinois' information technology into a
new agency to accelerate Illinois' modernization.

Greetings,

Governor Bruce Rauner has
announced a significant step

Message from Hardik Bhatt, Chief Information Officer
forward in the State's efforts to
modernize and transform the way

that the State of Illinois serves its d - ' . '=

residents and businesses. Last ACCELERATING ILLINOIS

month, as part of the Accelerating MODERNIZATION

Illinois Modernization (AIM)

Initiative, Governor Rauner issued an Executive Order to bring together the
State's information technology resources into a single, modern agency: The
Department of Innovation and Technology (DolT).




| am honored that Governor Rauner has selected me to lead this new
Department and the State's transformation efforts to improve service and
productivity, and enable Illinois to be more proactive in the quickly changing
world of IT. Prior to joining the State of Illinois, | worked with cities and states
across the globe, helping them better understand how to use technology to make
government more efficient and effective. My goal is to make Illinois the most
competitive state, not only nationally, but globally as well.

While there has been some consolidation of IT service in the past, each agency
was left in charge of developing its own technology solutions. That created a
patchwork of systems that were often redundant, not interoperable, and
vulnerable to cyber attacks. And, despite significant spending, many State
agencies rely on out-of-date technology. Currently, agencies often cannot share
data easily to identify waste, save taxpayer money, and more efficiently serve
businesses and residents.

Executive Order 16-01 creates a strategic, statewide technology plan to
accelerate Illinois' modernization. All information technology decisions and
spending will be centralized and consolidated under this new agency. DolT,
targeted for a July 1, 2016 launch, will develop statewide IT solutions that take
a 360-degree view of a resident or business. This will allow the state to use data
to provide more tailored services while reducing inefficiencies and costs to
taxpayers.

Dol T will be an organization accountable to its customers for delivery of service
while advancing these critical enterprise-wide needs for a 21st century
operation. By providing a consistent and unified approach to IT, it will give us
as a State an opportunity to further train and develop our IT workforce with
cutting edge skills.

More details will become available as the new Department structure is finalized
in the coming months. Should you have any specific questions, please direct
them to the following email address: IT.Transformation@illinois.gov. In the
meanwhile, | encourage you to visit http://cio.illinois.gov to hear about our
strategy for Accelerating Illinois Modernization.

This is an important initiative for the State of Illinois and | look forward to
continued collaboration as we work together to transform our technology
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systems, protect private information from cyber attack, reduce costs, and
provide better service to Illinois residents and businesses across all of our
agencies.

Sincerely,

Hardik Bhatt

Chief Information Officer

Office of the Governor, Bruce Rauner
State of Illinois

Employee Survey Receives Nearly 20,000 Responses

The State's first-ever Employee Engagement Survey
was a huge success, with 19,386 employees responding.
State workers not only evaluated the State's
performance on workplace issues, but also provided
suggestions on how we might improve training

% opportunities, the work environment, and other areas.

? The Department of Financial and Professional
Regulation had the highest response rate, with 73% of
their employees providing input.

Over the next few weeks and months, we will be reviewing those ideas and
implementing them where feasible. It is our hope that the results of this first
survey will provide a baseline that we can improve upon in future years.

Thank you to all participating employees for making our first survey a
resounding success.



IDOC Applauds Staff Efforts During Flood Emergency
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CHESTER, IL ) ; . - —
- The IDOC is - &

applauding the
efforts of staff
and offenders
who worked
around the
clock to help
Menard
Correctional
Center and
communities
across Illinois
brace for the recent winter flood. The National Weather service predicted that
the Mississippi River would crest at 49.7 feet along Kaskaskia Street in Menard,
which matched the levels recorded in the floods of 1993. At that level, Menard
Correctional Center could have experienced minor flooding inside the lower
level cell houses and basements of buildings located behind the walls.

Many IDOC employees gave up scheduled vacation and personal benefit days
to make sure the facility could maintain secure operations during the emergency
event. They worked to implement strategic plans, find alternate housing for
offenders, remove furniture from buildings, and install equipment to make sure
power and food supplies were not compromised. Their diligence helped keep
flood waters from entering the cell houses.

Led by IDOC staff, offender work crews were instrumental in helping
communities build make-shift levees to protect from flooding. Seven hundred
offenders from Menard and Jacksonville Correctional Centers, the Green
County Work Camp, and the Du Quoin and Dixon Springs Impact Incarceration
Programs filled more than 135-thousand sandbags to minimize the impact at the
prison and the communities of Meredosia, Petersburg, Beardstown, Big Swan
Levee District, Olive Branch, Union County, and the Valley City Drainage
District.

Illinois Emergency Management Agency staff also worked around the clock to
support local emergency responders and liaisons at the State Emergency



Operations Center. Employees of the Illinois Department of Transportation,
Department of Natural Resources, Illinois State Police, and City of Chester also
provided hundreds of hours of manpower to help prepare for this flood. The
State and the people of Illinois are grateful for their hard work and dedication in
the flood response.

IDOT Provides Illinois Winter Road Conditions in One
Click

The Illinois Department of Transportation is reminding
State employees to bookmark gettingaroundillinois.com
on their computers and smartphones for quick access to

the latest winter road conditions. The Getting Around 1
Illinois map is updated 24/7 during winter weather, g?rEE;I.‘Qg
providing motorists with the latest information on what I "i n Oi S

to expect before heading out on the roads.
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