
John Bouman 
Newly Appointed Member of the Chicago Transit Board 

 
Experience: 

 President and Director of Advocacy, Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law 
(2007-President) 

 Director of Advocacy, Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law (1996-2006) 
 Legal Assistance Foundation of Chicago (1975-1996) 

 
Professional Memberships: 

 Member, Campaign for Better Health Care, Health Care Justice Policy Committee  
 Member, Illinois Employment Security Advisory Board  
 Co-Chair, Donors’ Forum of Chicago Board of Directors  
 Co-Founder and Steering Committee Member, National Transitional Jobs Network 
 Co-Chair, Illinois Asset Building Group 
 Illinois Medicaid Advisory Council (2001-2002); Public Information Subcommittee, 

Medicaid Advisory Council (2005-present) 
 Ad Hoc Legislative Advisory Group on Medicaid Pharmacy Issues (2002) 
 Member, Center on Law and Social Policy Board  
 Co-Chair, Work, Welfare and Families Coalition Board of Directors (2001-2005) 
 Member,  Wheatridge Ministries Board of Directors (1998-2006) 
 President, Church Council, Grace Lutheran Church, River Forest (2000-2004)   
 Member, Cabrini Green Legal Aid Strategic Plan Committee 
 Member, Emergency Fund Honorary Board 
 Chicago Bar Association 
 Chicago Council of Lawyers 

 
Awards: 

 Excellence in Pro Bono Service Award, U.S. District Court, Northern District and the 
Federal Bar Association (2006) 

 Trial Lawyer of the Year Finalist, Trial Lawyers for Public Justice (2006) 
 Child Heath Advocate Award, American Academy of Pediatrics (2005) 
 Loretta Lacey Advocate Award, Illinois Maternal and Child Health Coalition (2003) 
 Kutak-Dodds Prize, National Legal Aid and Defender Association and Robert J. Kutak 

Foundation (1998) 
 John Minor Wisdom Public Service and Professionalism Award, American Bar 

Association (1998) 
 Loyola University of Chicago School of Law Testimonial (1997) 
 Equal Justice Award, Legal Assistance Foundation of Chicago (1989) 

 
Education: 

 Valparaiso University, J.D. (1975) 
 Valparaiso University, B.A. (1971) 

 
Personal Information: 

 Resides in Maywood with his wife and daughter. 


