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Current as of March 16, 2012
Support 
SB1565

Increase the Minimum Wage

Sponsors – Sens.  Kimberly Lightford, Iris Martinez, Jacqueline Collins, Mattie Hunter, Emil Jones III, William Delgado, Donne Trotter, Antonio Muñoz, Ira Silverstein, Martin Sandoval and  Annazette Collins
Bill Synopsis:

SB1565 amends the Minimum Wage Law and provides for fewer limitations on the definition of "employee." The bill provides a procedure for increasing the minimum wage annually to restore the minimum wage to its historic level and thereafter increases the minimum wage by the increase in the cost of living during the preceding year. 
Relevant Recommendations:

Improve workplace compensation by increasing minimum/living wage and benefit standards.
Last Action: 

	  1/31/2012
	Senate
	Re-assigned to Executive

	  3/9/2012
	Senate
	Rule 2-10 Committee Deadline Established As March 30, 2012


HB2871  
Healthy Workplace Act 

Sponsor - Rep. Elizabeth Hernandez
Last Action: 

	3/17/2011
	House
	Rule 19(a) / Re-referred to Rules Committee


SB0128

Healthy Workplace Act

Sponsor – Sen. Martin Sandoval

Last Action:

	4/8/2011
	Senate
	Rule 3-9(a) / Re-referred to Assignments


Bill Synopsis:  Both bills require an employer to provide an employee up to 7 sick days with pay during each 12-month period. Both bills provide that an employee may use sick days to care for physical or mental illness, injury, medical condition, professional medical diagnosis or care, or a medical appointment of the employee or a family member. 
Relevant Recommendation:
Adopt the Illinois Healthy Workplace Act that allows employees who traditionally do not have a right to paid sick leave (e.g. part-time employees) to accrue sick days.

SB1881

Hospital Charity Care
Sponsors – Sen. Iris Martinez, Sen. Mattie Hunter, Sen. Ira Silverstein & Sen. Heather Steans

Bill Synopsis:  Creates the Hospital Fair Care Act. The bill provides that each general hospital operating in the State must provide certain financial assistance to eligible individuals on a yearly basis in a total amount at least equal to the thresholds set in the Act.  It sets forth provisions concerning financial assistance and eligibility and provides that non-profit general hospitals must provide financial assistance for hospital fiscal year 2012 and beyond at a threshold level equal to at least 3.5% of the hospital's total revenue.  The bill sets forth provisions concerning application for financial assistance, notification of the availability of financial assistance, and patient rights and responsibilities and provides that each hospital that does not meet the applicable threshold level of financial assistance shall pay a fee that is deposited into the State Fair Care Trust Fund.  The bill provides that the Department of Revenue shall be responsible for calculating each general non-profit hospital's Fair Care fee and sets forth provisions concerning the position of Fair Care Officer to be established within the Department of Revenue. 
Relevant Recommendation:

Protect, restore and enhance access to quality health care including mental health and social and emotional well being.
Last Action:
	 3/8/2012
	Senate
	Re-assigned to Executive

	  3/9/2012
	Senate
	Rule 2-10 Committee Deadline Established As March 30, 2012


SB1284

Illinois Human Rights Act – Employment 
Sponsors – Sen. Kimberly Lightford, Sen. Kwame Raoul & Sen. Annazette Collins

Bill Synopsis:  The bill amends the Illinois Human Rights Act to identify as a civil rights violation the instance of any employer, employment agency or labor organization inquiring into or using the fact of an arrest, the fact of a criminal charge, or any expunged or sealed criminal history record of an individual, as a basis to refuse to hire, for an adverse employment action, to refuse to grant tenure, or to affect the terms, privileges or conditions of employment. Prohibiting against the use of the fact of an arrest or the fact of a criminal charge does not prohibit an employer, employment agency, or labor organization from obtaining or using other information indicating the individual actually engaged in the conduct for which he or she was arrested or for which he or she was the subject of a criminal charge.
Relevant Recommendation:

Adopt a policy to “Ban the Box,” also termed “Move the Box,” which prohibits state job applications from asking if an individual has a criminal background, and use the state’s leadership to encourage and promote the hiring of individuals with criminal backgrounds.
Last Action:
	 7/23/2011
	Senate
	Pursuant to Senate Rule 3-9(b) / Referred to Assignments


SB3433

Strengthening the Effect of Expungement Following Pardon

Sponsor – Sen. Thomas Johnson
Bill Synopsis:  The bill amends the Criminal Identification Act to strengthen the effect of an expungement entered by the Court after a pardon is granted by the Governor limiting access to “expunged”, pardoned felony convictions.
Relevant Recommendation:
Adopt a policy to “Ban the Box,” also termed “Move the Box,” which prohibits state job applications from asking if an individual has a criminal background, and use the state’s leadership to encourage and promote the hiring of individuals with criminal backgrounds.
Last Action:
	  3/1/2012
	Senate
	Placed on Calendar Order of 3rd Reading March 6, 2012


SB3488

Illinois Human Rights Act - Housing

Sponsor – Sen. Kwame Raoul
Bill Synopsis:  Amends the Real Estate Transactions Article of the Illinois Human Rights Act.  Provides that it is a civil rights violation to refuse to sell, rent, or otherwise make unavailable or deny, or to alter the terms, conditions, or privileges of sale or rental, of a housing accommodation or dwelling to any buyer or renter due to the fact of an arrest or criminal history record information ordered expunged, sealed, or impounded under the Criminal Identification Act.
Relevant Recommendations:
Identify rules, policies, practices and procedures that hinder the participation of eligible people in safety net programs and take effective action to remove barriers.  
Adopt a policy to “Ban the Box,” also termed “Move the Box,” which prohibits state job applications from asking if an individual has a criminal background, and use the state’s leadership to encourage and promote the hiring of individuals with criminal backgrounds.

Last Action:

	3/9/2012
	Senate
	Rule 3-9(a) / Re-referred to Assignments


HB4612  
Code of Corrections - Referral Services

Sponsor - Rep. Camille Lilly

Bill Synopsis:
Amends the Unified Code of Corrections. Provides that the Department of Corrections shall make information about the availability of referral services to any other State or local agencies known to a parolee or releasee prior to his or her release from the correctional facility where the parolee or releasee has been residing.

Relevant Recommendations:
Identify rules, policies, practices and procedures that hinder the participation of eligible people in safety net programs and take effective action to remove barriers.  
Last Action:

	3/9/2012
	House
	Rule 19(a) / Re-referred to Rules Committee


HB4611 
Code of Corrections - Educational Programs

Sponsor - Rep. Camille Lilly

Bill Synopsis: Amends the Unified Code of Corrections and provides that the Department of Corrections shall develop and establish a foreign language program with courses in the Spanish language, which may be taken by committed persons enrolled in programs for the high school level Test of General Educational Development (GED) and pursuing GED certificates.

Relevant Recommendations:
Public and private funds should be increased to promote contextualized adult education and ESL classes for immigrants in order to both improve general English proficiency and acquire trade/skill relevant English as well.
Last Action:
	3/9/2012
	House
	Rule 19(a) / Re-referred to Rules Committee


HB5537 
 Public Aid – Transitional Assistance

Sponsor – Rep. Gabel
Bill Synopsis:  The bill amends the Public Aid Code by removing the language that shifted responsibility for funding Transitional Assistance in Chicago from the city to the state.  That language is codified at 305 ILCS  5/12-3.  Removing that language would mean that Chicago would need to fund the Transitional Assistance Program.  Currently every township in the state funds a Transitional Assistance program for its lowest income residents who are ineligible for any other cash assistance program.  Only Chicago does not.

Relevant Principle:
Strengthen our safety net to ensure that households and individuals have their basic needs met and their dignity affirmed.
Last Action:

	2/15/2012
	House
	Referred to Rules Committee


HB4497 
Illinois Automatic IRA Act 
Sponsor – Rep. Carol Sente 

Last Action:

	  3/9/2012
	House
	Rule 19(a) / Re-referred to Rules Committee


SB1844

Illinois Automatic IRA Act
Sponsor – Sen. Iris Martinez, Jacqueline Collins, Sen. Emil Jones III, & Sen. Kwame Raoul
Last Action:

	 3/9/2012
	Senate
	Rule 3-9(a) / Re-referred to Assignments


Bill Synopsis:   Both bills create the Illinois Automatic IRA Program Act and provide that the Program shall be administered by the State Treasurer.  The bills allow employees of certain employers that have not offered a qualified retirement plan for 2 years to set aside a percentage of their wages to be deposited into an IRA trust fund administered by the State Treasurer's office. 
Relevant Recommendations:
Improve workplace compensation by increasing minimum/living wage and benefit standards.

HB5628 
Ensuring Success in Schools

Sponsor – Rep. Karen Yarbrough

Bill Synopsis:  Students who are parents, expectant parents, or the victims of domestic or sexual violence face barriers to school success and school completion.  The bill amends the School Code to include provisions that ensure the health, safety, and academic success of elementary and secondary students who are parents, expectant parents, or victims of domestic or sexual violence.  The bill is based upon the recommendations of the Ensuring Success in School Task Force’s report to the Illinois General Assembly, submitted in June 2010 (http://www.povertylaw.org/advocacy/women-and-family/essa-task-force/essa-task-force-report).  Provisions include expanding what constitutes a “valid cause” for absences to include students’ pregnancy-related and parenting responsibilities-related absences and absences for circumstances related to domestic or sexual violence; accommodations for students to ensure their health and safety in school; confidentiality protocols; and “specially trained personnel”—a “go-to” person for confidential guidance and referrals for students, teachers and other school personnel when issues related to this student population arises.  The bill also amends the Student Records Act regarding the release of information related to a student’s status as a parent, expectant parent, or victim of domestic or sexual violence.   
Relevant Principle:
Ensure equal access to quality education and training.
Last Action:
	 3/9/2012
	House
	Rule 19(a) / Re-referred to Rules Committee


SB3259 - School Code - Drop out Age 18 

Sponsor - Sens. Lightford, Annazette Collins, Jacqueline Collins
Last Action:

	2/29/2012
	Senate
	Placed on Calendar Order of 2nd Reading March 1, 2012

	  3/7/2012
	Senate
	Fiscal Note Requested by Sen. David S. Luechtefeld


HB4621 - School Code Drop out Age 18

Sponsor - Rep. Linda Chapa LaVia
Last Action: 

	3/9/2012
	House
	Rule 19(a) / Re-referred to Rules Committee


Bill Synopsis:
Amends the School Code. Increases the compulsory school age from 17 to 18 years of age; makes related changes. 

Relevant Principle:
Ensure equal access to quality education and training.

HB 5723 Criminal ID - Felony Sealing 
Sponsors - Rep. La Shawn K. Ford , Constance A. Howard, Mary E. Flowers,  Monique D. Davis , Arthur Turner, Rita Mayfield and Esther Golar
Bill Synopsis: expands eligibility for the sealing of non-violent felony offense records, from the current number of just three eligible offenses. The most common offenses that would become eligible under this new legislation include: theft, forgery, retail theft, possession with intent, and burglary. This bill passed out of the State Government Administration Committee on Thursday, March 8, 2012.
Relevant Recommendation:
Adopt a policy to “Ban the Box,” also termed “Move the Box,” which prohibits state job applications from asking if an individual has a criminal background, and use the state’s leadership to encourage and promote the hiring of individuals with criminal backgrounds.
Last Action: 
	3/8/2012
	House
	Placed on Calendar 2nd Reading - Short Debate


 
Oppose
SB2500

Public Aid – Drug Screening
Sponsor – Sen. Shane Cultra
Bill Synopsis:  The bill amends the Illinois Public Aid Code and provides that as a condition of initial eligibility for any benefits under the Code, an applicant must pass a drug screening.  The bill also provides that as a condition of continued eligibility for benefits, a recipient must pass random drug screenings as prescribed by the Department of Human Services or the Department of Healthcare and Family Services. 
Relevant Recommendations:
Identify rules, policies, practices and procedures that hinder the participation of eligible people in safety net programs and take effective action to remove barriers.  

Last Action:
	 2/7/2012
	Senate
	To Human Services Subcommittee on Special Issues

	  3/9/2012
	Senate
	Rule 2-10 Committee Deadline Established As March 30, 2012


HB4004

Public Aid – TANF - Drug Screening
Sponsor – Rep. Jim Sacia
Bill Synopsis:  Amends the Temporary Assistance for Needy Family Article of the Illinois Public Aid Code. Requires the Department of Human Services to develop a program to screen and test each applicant or recipient who is otherwise eligible for TANF benefits and who the Department has reasonable suspicion to believe, based on the screening, engages in the unlawful use or consumption of controlled substances. Provides that any applicant or recipient who is found to have tested positive for the unlawful use or consumption of a controlled substance shall, after an administrative hearing conducted by the Department, be declared ineligible for TANF benefits for a period of one year from the date of the administrative hearing decision. The bill grants the Department the authority to require an applicant or recipient who tested positive for the unlawful use or consumption of a controlled substance to enter a substance abuse program approved by the Department as a condition of continued eligibility for TANF benefits.

Relevant Recommendations:
Identify rules, policies, practices and procedures that hinder the participation of eligible people in safety net programs and take effective action to remove barriers.  

Last Action:

	 1/18/2012
	House
	Referred to Rules Committee


HB4121

Public Aid – DHS - SNAP Benefits - Banned Drinks

Sponsor – Rep. Michael Zalewski

Bill Synopsis:  Amends the Illinois Public Aid Code and provides that the Secretary of Human Services shall seek a waiver from the United States Department of Agriculture no later than December 31, 2012 to allow the State to impose a general ban on the use of SNAP benefits to purchase sugar sweetened beverages. Defines "sugar sweetened beverages" to mean beverages in liquid form and intended for human consumption that contain more than 10 calories per fluid ounce, excluding fruit juices without added sugar, milk products, and milk substitutes.

Relevant Recommendations:
Strengthen our safety net to ensure households and individuals have their basic needs met and their dignity affirmed. 
Last Action:
	  3/9/2012
	House
	Rule 19(a) / Re-referred to Rules Committee


HB4653 
 DHS Food Stamp Card - Photo ID

Sponsor - Rep. John Cavaletto
Bill Synopsis:
Amends the Illinois Public Aid Code. Provides that on and after January 1, 2013, electronic benefits transfer cards ("LINK") used to obtain food stamp benefits or cash shall contain the name and photo of the primary cardholder and, at the option of the primary cardholder, the names of secondary holders who are authorized to use the card. Establishes that an individual may only use the LINK card if the photo on the card matches the user or he or she presents a current and valid photo identification that confirms he or she is a secondary user listed on the card. Provides that on the effective date of the amendatory Act the Department of Human Services shall begin the process of transitioning to the use of LINK cards which contain the name and photo of the primary cardholder and list the names of all authorized users of the card. Requires the transition to be completed no later than January 1, 2013

Relevant Recommendations:
Identify rules, policies, practices and procedures that hinder the participation of eligible people in safety net programs and take effective action to remove barriers.  
Last Action:

	3/9/2012
	House
	Rule 19(a) / Re-referred to Rules Committee


HB4535 
Public Aid – Immigration Status

Sponsor –  Rep. Jim Sacia

Bill Synopsis:  Amends the Administration Article of the Illinois Public Aid Code.  The bill provides that subject to any exemptions provided under federal law, to be eligible for public assistance benefits under any Article of the Code an applicant's immigration status must be verified through the federal Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) Program.
Relevant Recommendations:
Identify rules, policies, practices and procedures that hinder the participation of eligible people in safety net programs and take effective action to remove barriers.  

Last Action:
	1/31/2012
	House
	Referred to Rules Committee


HB4589                 Civil Administrative Code – Health Care 
Sponsor - Rep. JoAnn Osmond
Bill Synopsis: Amends the Civil Administrative Code of Illinois and provides that a department or agency of the State shall not implement any part of the federal health care reform authorized by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act passed by the United States Congress on March 23, 2010 until all state challenges to the constitutionality of the key provisions of the Act are fully adjudicated. Sets forth a definition for "federal health care reform".
Relevant Recommendations:
Support implementation of expanded Medicaid coverage.
Last Action:

	3/9/2012
	House
	Rule 19(a) / Re-referred to Rules Committee


HB5216 
Public Aid – Immigration Status

Sponsor –  Rep. Randy Ramey

Bill Synopsis:  Amends the Illinois Public Aid Code. The bill provides that as a condition of initial eligibility for any benefits under the Code, an applicant must prove Illinois residency as prescribed by the Department of Human Services or the Department of Healthcare and Family Services.

Relevant Recommendations:
Identify rules, policies, practices and procedures that hinder the participation of eligible people in safety net programs and take effective action to remove barriers.  

Last Action:
	2/8/2012
	House
	Referred to Rules Committee


HB5294 
TANF – SNAP – Incarcerated Persons

Sponsor –  Rep. Jim Watson

Bill Synopsis:  Amends the Illinois Public Aid Code and provides that subject to federal regulations, counties and the Department of Corrections shall cooperate with the Department of Human Services in identifying persons who have been incarcerated and are ineligible for benefits under the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program or the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) (formerly Food Stamp Program). Provides that this cooperation shall include managing eligibility processing and sharing information sufficient to inform the Department of Human Services, in a manner established by the Department, that a person receiving TANF or SNAP benefits has been detained or incarcerated.
Relevant Recommendations:
Identify rules, policies, practices and procedures that hinder the participation of eligible people in safety net programs and take effective action to remove barriers.  

Last Action:
	3/9/2012
	House
	Rule 19(a) / Re-referred to Rules Committee


HB5346

Public Aid - TANF – Child Limits

Sponsor –  Rep. Bill Mitchell

Bill Synopsis:  Amends the Temporary Assistance For Needy Families Article of the Illinois Public Aid Code. With certain exceptions, provides that a family, receiving aid under the Temporary Assistance For Needy Families Program, shall not receive any increase in the amount of aid on account of the birth of a child if the birth of the child would increase the number of children receiving aid within the family to 4 or more.
Relevant Recommendations:
Identify rules, policies, practices and procedures that hinder the participation of eligible people in safety net programs and take effective action to remove barriers.  

Last Action:
	3/9/2012
	House
	Rule 19(a) / Re-referred to Rules Committee


HB5364

Public Aid - TANF - Substance Abuse Testing

Sponsor –  Rep. Bill Mitchell

Bill Synopsis:  Amends the Administration Article of the Illinois Public Aid Code. Provides that the Department of Human Services shall require a drug test to screen each individual who applies for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), and that subject to federal approval, the Department shall require a drug test to screen each individual who applies for benefits under the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).  The bill contains provisions concerning notice; persons required to comply with the drug testing requirements; persons exempt for the drug testing requirements; reimbursements for the cost of the drug test; and other matters. 
Relevant Recommendations:
Identify rules, policies, practices and procedures that hinder the participation of eligible people in safety net programs and take effective action to remove barriers.  
Last Action:
	 3/9/2012
	House
	Rule 19(a) / Re-referred to Rules Committee


HB5381

TANF – Substance Abuse Testing

Sponsor –  Rep. Richard Morthland

Bill Synopsis:  Amends the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Article of the Illinois Public Aid Code. Provides that not later than 60 days after the effective date of this amendatory Act, the Department of Human Services shall, by emergency rule, establish a program of substance abuse testing as a condition of eligibility for benefits under the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program.  The bill provides that the Department shall require applicants for TANF benefits to submit to substance abuse testing before a final determination of eligibility and provides that an applicant shall be ineligible for TANF benefits if (i) the applicant tests positive for substance abuse or (ii) the applicant refuses to submit to substance abuse testing.  If an applicant tests negative for substance abuse and meets all the other eligibility requirements for TANF benefits, the cost of administering the substance abuse test to the applicant shall be deducted from the applicant's first benefits payment.
Relevant Recommendations:
Identify rules, policies, practices and procedures that hinder the participation of eligible people in safety net programs and take effective action to remove barriers.  

Last Action:
	3/9/2012
	House
	Rule 19(a) / Re-referred to Rules Committee



~ Illinois Sate Budget ~


The Commission on the Elimination of Poverty opposes any state budget cut that would have the effect of driving more Illinoisans into extreme poverty.  
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